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To the Reader, 4 
5 ſuch a Caſe aflign'd for them, and they ard 
1 4005 in ſuch „ Way and Manners that one N 
4 well doubt whether ie bockms th the Majeſty 

„ everlaſting God ſo to ſupply Mens Wants rye 

„ to their Requeſts, and hear their Prayers“ B 
5 —— (ſo great is his Goodneſi) 2 Ag 

ly comprehend what good things he hack pte. 
— in Heaven for thoſe pure Souls that dr 
eloved of him, or how far He will por BY Sta- 
2 3 bel them on Earth, we ſhouldWoer haftil 

„ dem ſuch Relations as ſeem exceedin gly it 19 55 

and paradoxical to us, but rather 7 them 
ry with Reverence, as they are ſaid to flow froth 

5 the 8 of Divine Soodneſe, from whence 
2» „ our Whole Happineſs is to de derived and fetch d. 

„et it be granted, chat the things faid to be 

„ done, were not indeed . On then? 
5 greater things than or? bly be done, 
3 and were done at ele 0 "uh in other 

ef men Take Heed therefore: of den ing that 


ſuch things were done, becauſe you t k they. | 
neither could, nor ſhould have been % 
| TI Father! His Reaſon and good Senſe ech. 
ſtrained him to lay down ve 206d Roles,” and 
to ſtrengthen them with juſt Conditions and Re- 
ſtrictions; but the Books chat lay before him were, 
8 3 of them, Exceptions to thoſe Rules, or 
adenit of none of choſe Conditions and 
Reſtrictions. He ſaw hitmſelf at the Head, as it 
were, of twenty or thirty huge Folter, (o many 
he might well imagine they would make, by wt 
himſelf had prepared) that would, ' every one of 
them, contain u hundred and 4 thouſand things, 
ease ridiculous, incredible, unworthy of God; : 
thoſe good _ and what ſhould do, 
rtl to ſoſtni Conditions, and a 
of the Rigvur of hi Rules, E his Re. . 
yk — one Wings 2s he fend them 


Toathe' Reader. 3. 
All their Faults 2- But! as my BuſineG is not to ar 


vel Wich Bolland; (to whoſe Works: I am 
for ſeveral things) Iwill only obſerve of 


thatuly the Advantage his Ruleb und Condid os 
E | 


ons, and Abatements 
of; and if 1 wilt beoper/ ea by ty m/ 1 
lieve:fier whole Legend, but if I Glow bis 
as Well'as my own, I. inuſt not believe a Wo 5 
Jl) Har have) ad [domes with:'this good Father | 
ves hat follows :cohcerns us ſomewhat une 


Sau od end an Sac, working) Wondem 


1 des eget — accommodate himſelf 4 the — 
0 phickty and Faith. = Men, therefore 
3 „ Welder of the Iriſh Saints, the pong 
„ as well thoſe! of Albi as of (rome: 


9 + 
(ek f \\Bret in France ate (plan? 
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4) 
CAO | 
; ainoſt — Aber bectuſes 
7 u the Stmplicic) 10 and Candotr 
; or the ci r 
ives exceeding rare and wonderful, or 
24 becauſe "heir Writers were more 2 than 
—.— of Ee Nations (aut; —— lein 
6 — is 4 ene ſmart Reflection an all 
the Subject: wn of Enghzd; for, let him 
ſoften i it as he will, he means 18 call us a fooliſh 
and a credulous  Peaple. .T wonder how a Jeet 
came to ſay ſo, of either the Writers or Believers of 
our Saints Lives; but indeed, ee f 
rally: true. No People have ever ſwallowed 
ſuch fenſeleſs Legends, as our on ſenſeleſs Wii 
ters have furniſh'd us withal. I cannot chooſe but 
hope that the Papiſfs among us, will take Notice 
of this Remark, that their Credulity is really con- 
temptible, even amongſt ſuch — 3. xe of 1225 


Iz 
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. n r 
famo Religieh and ſuch as 7 were 
of it. Ie inet 1 
— dit, that ſays (in the * Jars 
* „In the — of! the: Sriviſh/Saites; thets 
4 are 1 of things, that he could maky 
nothing}; of, chat, \bbought under u 
„O hron 1 and were above All Balief. % he 
ide' A another Feli, the Partntt 
und Continuet if his ' Labdurs;vwho! (in A 
Aalaie, ih hig Nrhfate to chi f / 86 l ſays, 
„ „ That ate tory: of the two Hart s Hin, 
„ Which came, uncl d r, wo; 2 ei th try the! Salaty 
5; Bod) x Bri, and ſtop 
„ brd raps rage tis Place, 
os afterwards Served. thi! Thhabitatics:dor ng 
= other Huzhandry-wotkp dike came Gdtelg, 
| e . Night! whett- hey werewys 


60 e Place where i the my hve Hog. lay, | 


— ary dicheSepulchre t 
252 — (Hei ay & does tlorkivoy 
% Whacher: ho: ould 1 eee zt, or cundamn 
% quito, bebauſs there arsp'World of 
» as improbable as this) and mv that fill che AQs 
„ f the dh which he thinks were urtiteg 
„ more to A ſta — 
to gain Nene It is no Proteſtant, 2 
Reabolons a" BivediFine Monk; —— 
ties we i 
neſty, and good Qualities we hold in = 
tis ho, who: (in His Preface! to the Ad SS. 
Brnedih, Vol. 1. 1668. pu ht at Fit) ih 
5 There are ſome who have the To of ſoi 
or bettevi thing, born as it were 
2 bred wr he and \which'' they derive'/[he 
„ thinks) from: the. very Nature of the Soil a 1 
4 — . there are who lay this to the C 0 
we; und the "Engliſh Writers of 
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* th Papiſts, 06D 
— Walde by Rr Pituchers of Hin 1 2 Gel 


of $1 to the Reader, without giving 1. — 2 1 


oun Au Cori, acce woolly 


| I did not concern 2 ſelf with this 
Adventure, and only e be, red 2 E 0 


Saint, who os Fearch ing into: And I de- 
ſirg cha, before 41 — I may make ſame ew 
_ Obſervations on 12 9 . . thi 


2 nee 
| DI that m 1A in 
125 Ne derb "Wale, — po torn in 
No doubt fa God hath wrought Wonders 


Th thy _ 
for-Help z Whoa he \ he ante 


4. W were 


ON 
” fo id the Iovogation my Sint, f Soul, 
i either ſlept he Raf gr de 6 if 1 5 


8000 in ATE TT 
below, why 9157 al liv 
ene 


? ell them) ad, YET 
18 5 this Anſwer, Tha 
1 1 900 er a eg what ele ni 
N re ulpit. ; they very well 912 
” Gesc þ the "Warn, that Woll, Fad es 
both to. th ang to their Carle, 
55 1 And to the 9, thers, and pw 


uſed to impute this 8 og cer, \Wanefr 
» or to God the Author of--al The 777 5 
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emarkable, e not 


Latin, Reſpondiſſe eas, Daie in Pulpitis illi gannianty 
fre uræ * eſe ; ; meminiſſe illius Fortis aquam ſibig 

5 7 „ ae 1 4 i 45 
con nevi 15 idqua wel  Wenrfreds 1 


The Reader Wil. y. 61 Time, 2 f 
at ee 


put out the 44 Sm; dane 
dled much by, on Britiſh Sai ans, and rep ah es 
us Very ly ka eſpe op ial Mention the 


aten all over. 


TT | among 


As other cold Spri 


| 'peive Benefit from them. The 
| why rar Well for Help, and fo 


8 o >= 


 Weneftdde, 


_ till the Refur 


| On, bur 


for holding this, . miny hg Al 


ee ache ph. The 8 


Reader; 


mY 


Th the 


Ke 
Erränds: It does not prove t 5 
the Remedies they come to ſeek, 


Ty. 6f thoſe, whom che Fe vi and his Perſo 
call Hererick;, do alſo reſort to this Wi 


hd is 


to ſeek Help. Tis a very « cold 84 Pe 

are, in many 
Hereticks ſeek for 'from God, and no 
are ; and if they find'it, by the Means of 
Waters, they return God Thanks, and no 


Elſe; arid "bleſs his holy Name for anke 100 
are 1a 


Cich''ſalutafy Virtus to chat Well and 


uſe thoſe Waters," as man Prote 4 


apiſts expect fone Help bm 
Rants none g if the Payilts receive Any 
impute it to che Merits and Interceffion 


— 
they 


ili, but Impute it to 
—4 and the cold Waters, had be 
right Repreſentation of the Man of Quuli 
Je iy Put this had 5167 nothing K* he 
of Si. 1150. %%, which the 

certainly tend, and the Jeſult 
ſoemingly end ſo, but indeed if 
— de ends 


— Huitieal all over 
eluſion;- The Man of Q 


Quality charg 
Rants, with believin 


that the Souls . 
lon ; This is a" N 
# Pope indeed hath been condemngd 
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wif bo 4 | 


grear many weak deluded rb 
fy obt 


they Rand in need of. Fourth, Bi tits U 1 
n 
15 


s ; bur & 


toe be *: > my Tn 9 God r uy 11 the 
roteſtants find u nefit there, they than 

and! mind not Way F 'o Gor 
en t 


Man of Quality 

akey the Story 
ou eng 

uſt as fe hould when Ooh by a el a 
iu, 1 9 made me a Yi Rolat! 

and moſt of 1 at the raj, 

the Prot 


thok 


bar, in proportion to the Number df thoſe that 
ants as Pa pies I&: 
ffts Lond to 
the e ! 
enefrede, the 


75 


to th 


onout 
di 


Saint 
e 


wa Render | 
ng ee St, Few Tran 


ou r Affaire below. "if. the a 
of one Agel low,..the Ba 
no more invoke them, than the 'Proteſtan 
this. is not what "the Proteſtants ſay, that J — 
in Juſtification of their not praying to Saints; but 
they ſay, that chey do not know, nor have: a 
Means of wi wag . whether, the Saints-'above 
know. any thing of our; Aﬀaies A A Men 
would not pray to God. himſelf, unleſe he was 
ſure that God could hear his Pra ers, and knew his 
Wants, and was able to relieve. him, if he ſaw fit. 
Now the very Reaſons that induce a 249 — 

ray to God, muſt. binder hi Foe poaplag. ty 
bein 2 


ines and An 10 jy — not 

Angels under 1 he does not — 
they. can hear oP rayers, if he fuld make them; 
nor does he. NIN one Ro can help him * 
Neceſlities, although eard his 4 
a word, he knows Sog of Souls departing ia 
che Favour of Gor, but — they are huppy. 
it is mace nety' Þ plain that the Saints above know 
+ Aﬀairs below j when it is made ve 

that they can hear the Prayers of ſuch as cal 
them from all Parts of Her Majeſty's 


min 
1 * ang the ſame time; ans mw t is = 
ain that they can not only he 
15 Har kind 4 I 1 


they know nothing 
knew n 
believe, wou 


an fais the Þ lags wil not, Th 

are made the Prote will not, I chink}j 

be backward to call u pon the Saints, All t 
owers are manjfeſt In Godt e Father, vn, — 
loly Ghoſt j upon them we are did to call, a6 

ol em we. 8 vane Ly Aſſurance of. bei 

heard.” God, js 12 

0 dank of the 

knoweth ' 


den ops 


ace, and. therefore 
nh hay pay, to him at ono þ 
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e hal 


eb do whit he pleuſes and red I of 


yet! 
ſince we have i God — 6 gulf oo 1 to 
er 
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Provohery Heath 
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che Cattle of hole Workers? hu hutys thqeived Heh 
Lem thoſe Water! ' What then? fo they do 
much for” N 


— of Qui N Aid hivin d Him Wien 
ving a Hurd Word te the lr vi Iſtots, made Him i 
= 100 1 ont Venerst ſor His Salt, 10 


thi Pawn My Wh ot 
— 505 t Watte 
Hom —— 1 
——— 6 IA ks Story For bf 
toll Hi, that ehe was confiant! 
cer St; Weed, of to Gd, 1 
—— think w/the apr jute die hi 
heikeayd 4 nd toe this Stor 
taſtunt in the 


whatever Benefits 1 Parſons 5 any Cattle Has 
received by the W reckſy 


Nader Ramin 1 wn in d 
61d way 


Feen had (3 
to 
Re Fo $upreiim,” Eternal 


Arlen 110 e 
— d bes 
— * to U 
N kefinds ir cortrenithe, to i 1 
w | 3 ; 
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wuo z Y 
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Lewe'of i 


91 25 or 
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To'.the Reade, 1 


hol 2, anjlna gizm/ ee eee = 
deſerys, i 1117 nao! 
i 12 Os that 1 give ns Account of the 


yy e ON EN will 5 what my Rollo * we 1 ; 
ng what my nto | 
well yy jad how! how I N to be eng aged 1 ng 
gn 0 Story 155 wh 22 in | 
£4, 
— 75657 by have a Zeal f Zal fo | 
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at I am a Proteſiant, a 
the Ch aro 
; and a ſiacere Deſi 


12 ur of 

alt in this re and | 

v4 6% And us 222 
ay (tion * 

$ had to well 


e e 


you 


8 A * aln 


1 
—— (a dow Hi ion Bhd 


uarters of Kings uV 
e ou Devot NI 
Where {al wh ſuffered Martyrdom y ſo 
believed It would, be of Ulg to take her Hiſtory Inn 
to ng eration, To this Purpoſy 
ſet * 1 the hard. Task of proguting and reading 
whatever had been welten concerning her by an 
Author, 111 in Pane ot Manuſcripe, anclons on 
174 W And 1 were not 
(#15 hoe dela od Deſign in doug it, I ſhould by a _ 
— m pony 11 Time i 
in rea 40 fo Wach f Iv + But 'ſo; In is, chat I um | 
ables (I doubt) 40 ſayy'T y haye ſeen more of Her 
than moſt Men now living have done; and have 
moreover looked into almolſt all our to find 
NOTHING! MA oncerning hes, The firſt Ac- 
count I fell upon was the Life of // ; Written 
by an Anonymous Author, ia the Corton Library 
re A. 5. "which 1 have therefore called The Cat» 
6 This was certainly written after the N, 
ines, becaule the Notwanzare me theore- 
* under the Name of Frangctum, which was: the 
hg 9 ſome time after, uſed, to 2 


: | 44. 8 66 
16 "Mo the Wali 


mus Prior e Waorcefles 5 and tis certain from Orders. 


1 9 
1 \ l 


the Freveb from the Engliſh Subjects; ide ws 
long after, for the Character und Writing ſl by 
dof that Agr an W e 9515, mo 
Silhplicity of Narration, 1 judge it to _—_ Rob 
written toe the Years 1100 and r200, b Th 


Wilchmaw, who knew nothing of her Tranfs 
to Shrew(bufy, but leaves her bury'd at OI 
rin, and tells of ho Miracles done there, or e 
where, but at Holy-well, which yet he never i 
tions by that or . other vartitalar Nam... 
The E Life Tread was Tac written by Rohn 
— 2 of great Length, and is to be found in the 
Library at Oxford amongſt A. Bp. Lavd's MSS, 
L. 21. 1 fl 140. This Work is dedicated by one 
Robert the Prior of Sbreuubury to one Guarine' the 
Prior” f Worceſter 5 and at the'End of his Work he 
fy, the Bones of - Wenefrtde were ' tranſlated Io 
bury in or about the' Second Tear of King 
Stephen, Which was about 1137 or 171383 and 
eween the Vears 11 30 and 1 140 there war ene dum 


cu Vitalis, that about the ſame Time one Her 
(mentioned by Reber,) was Abbot of Sbreun 
and ſucceeded Godfredar, But although the Time 
andthe Names agree very well, yet I am not wien 
6m- ſome Seruples that neither che“ Life of n 
Hde' is quite ſo old as 1140, nor her Tranſlation 
early as 1138 3 ner am I quite ſatisſied that Ro 
who wrote the Life, was the ſame Man * we 
the Account of her Tranſlation; though hey ug 
now joined together: But as Puild Sanchg Mov 
_ — ſo I will content my ſelf wu few 
8 in its proper Place, a Reaſon or 
5 believe her Ha — Was not ſo early} 
hs: Ao drawing 


nd p96 wg from thenes 
to the Prejudieviof 3 - Poe s Hiſtoryy which I allow 
6: de Win pretended Age, 4 1 95 1140 1 
„le 10 
a The 


/ 


The next was a ſhort Life'6f n 
by a nameleſs Author, conſiſtin 
moſtly taken out of the Corton- 
Robert, and the reſt ddded- 
The Book in which je ls, belonged heretofore to 
Ramſe- Ally, came afterwards — Sir Famer Ward's 
Library, and a from thence was red 


by the late Mr. H. ol ſe for the Uſe of Dr. Hun- 
47 late Bi deſigned 
— 


d, Who hdd 
| A. 12 — 9 

reſs of 0 ſubuldns Story De tore? ray 
kill in che Antiquities 700 l * pet 
which was his — Oy was 8 able to 
have done it, What mo him from his Purpoſe 
. — non but he ſeems { * win remains of his? 
1 aterjals together in 

— + — it, juſt to have begun. 

The next in Order of Time, was the A \ 
on of Robert of 's Life by Fobn of Tinmouth, 
about the Lear 1366, in his Book called $in#j- 
logium, as Archbiſhop Ulber tells us ; and in is the 
[Life of Wrmefrede which is found in Fol 
at this Day, the greateſt Part of whoſe Logend is 
but 2 Trager of 7inmouth's Work, — Al- 
phabetical Order for the Uſe and Convenience of 
the Reader: But the lator's Name being ſo 
much better known than the Man's from whom he 
ww I all along call it J. Copgrave's Liſe of . 
* ede. 
But che Piece has ſhould be, methinks, of the 
eſt Authority, is the Account of her Life in 
e Nine Leſſons in the B REV IAR T Secumduiis 
ſo Sarum, which were read in the Church upon 
d: of November (which was appointed eo be 
the Saint's Day) in the ſame manner that the E- 
pitles abd Goſpels are now read among un And the! 
theſe Leſſons were read in Latin, yet n 


put into and very well known 
"oe * 82 


17 ve 1. 
a lictle dur ef 
the Pao himſelf 


ave given a 


and put into hb Work in its. propet. Month 


' Libr 


27 | 
Robertus Silopienſss, andito>add a: Pr 
 Accauint of her; fo it is what went moſt about id 


rerles; This Design, I ſay, 1 have fo 4 diene 
ſens yo /give: the Reader this New Le, wicht fue 


18 Td th Mader. 

common People, who heid them in great Eſtectiu, 
and belleved them without Scruple, — they 
were commanded to be e and rund in Ghurthny 
though in another Tongue ſor Order and Uniferk 
mity s fake throughout the Catholick Church. 
0 This graves Life of Wenefrede was abbreviated; 
and ia little altered hy Lawrence Suri, 4 1 
a 


Day, and ſrom him,\abbreviaced; yet (farther, by n 
German Mah, whoſa Name I have not now by me, 
2 I have read it, Tu alſo Capgrini's Life 
that rd the Jrſuit hath tranſcribed into hi 
Annal: in the Year 660, and which Creſ-tranſlated; 
Her Liſe is a}ſo to be found in 0% Eyg/iſh Rhimeo 
about 30b or 400 Years landing, id the publich 
ay at Omg ups Art. N. 72. fol. 189, ons 

in Proſe in the B Legend, Hut in the 
1635 it pleaſed one J. F. a Feſvit to tranſlate into 

the Life of Our Saint from the Luis df 
s and a C- 
elufion of his own ; and as this is the imnoſt / authenticl 


Popiſh Families: And upon this Book growi 
ſearce an unknoun Perſon thought fic this 
Year, in 1712, to give Us 2' Reims (as be calls 
it) of 7. Fs admirable Liſe of St. V ineſtade, wich 
an additional Account of forme more | modetn M. 
rael&,wroughe by that Saint. Upon Sigfit of thi 
laſt little Book, I laid aſide the Deſign I had form d 
of putting out the Certon- Lit of St. nerd in 
Evgliſh; with a large Obapter of Hiſtorical Notes 
added co it, together wich a Chapter F rhe Supss 
fitim of Waters, and another of the! Grownb: of A. 


while lad aſide, and thought it bettet for che 


Qhiernationt upon in, as I thought wonkd be moſi for 
h# Service, becher Proceſtane or Papiſt. "—_ 
- UPS — have 


Nd M Rind, - op. 
I I bays. in veral ee hint tothe 2. 
N hey ate in ſuch f = 

wy ry 5, 4 1 8 70 
— then. 1 _ for., 970 . 
left out * ,of 
This; is. 22 pat 1 05 Kevin Work 
for, 7 — Lexpe neighes Pr 
he We Ay — 1 
— — ry i coun nt or Papi 
der thereby. The Fly i 11 a7 e in 
* — Travelling Seal on he 18, 
al ae growded wich zealous.'Pil 
Hans of. Aries, The Ht 1 55 
* ae dar of. Viſicgae from. Sun-r 
„Fh I will ju e preſent : 
coking, and ew 10 july. the p ged. | 
for 3 deen to be a little zealous for his Rehi- 
ion alſog when Superſticion has ſo many Yorarie. 
1 did not indeed think, a few Years ago, that one 
ſhould have wanted an Apology for ſpeaking 5 
writin ng againſt Popery, in any Branch of it. 
looked upon it as a conſtant Enemy, a andig 
Force always in Readineſs to fall upon us, an 
ſworn, in a manner, to our Deſtruction; and 
therefore that we were, as good Proteſtants, obliged 
to be upon our Guard continually, and to e 
them a we could. But there has been ſince t 
ſo marvellous a Silence, and ſo profound a — 
ty in that reſpect, that to . any Fears of its 
returning now, is not only a Mark, it ſeems, of a 
weak Underſtanding, and) little Inſi ight into pub- 
lick Matters, but alſo (if you will believe ſome 
Men) of ill Deſign and Diſaffection to the Go- 
8. 2 nt. But I confeſs I cannot carry my Re- 
ſee fo far to any Governours, as to believe we are 
ſecure, 


becauſe ſome People tell us ſo, againſt the 


Alarms our Senſes daily give us to the contrary. I 
G 2 . 


cannot chuſe but chink that this Security ie ad is 
dne of our worſt Symptoms, Whether the D 2 7 
in Wich the Welver to hold their Tongdes, & 
hecher they bark not, out of Fear, or -Lazyneſs, 
or Complaiſance, the Flock, I chink, is not a Jot 
1 ſafer. The * we have to deal with grows 
ore numerous, is active, vigilant, and daring, 5 4 
ly puſhes on its Conqueſts, is in good Heart, and 
under no Diſcouragement but that of Laws, rejoyces 
in our Unconeernednefs, confirms ns in our Indo- 
lence, and tells us, if we ſuſpect them we are un- 
renſonable. And for theſe Reaſons I ſhould be 
glad to ſee Men ſome what more afraid of cheir In- 
veterate Enemy, talk ſome what louder againſt Po- 
por both from the Pul pic and the Preſs, and tell the 
eo 


ple, That if chat perſticion ever ſettles here 
again upon the Tag — is an End of their 


every thing 
lying * ary 


Religion Liberty and and 
beſides, chai Life þ worth the li 


it 
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Devout Pilgrims. 


that I dedicate theſe few 
ou, in Equity, claim a Right 
aboye the reſt of Great Bri 
— Ca with painful, yet chearful Steps, you 
1 ' meaſure Journies froth, the remote Part of our — 


„ to the miraculous H pode, 4 wa pee where you 


jy mix wr th the 2 


» trition ring 1 the Sir Stream, = 
1 1 that Yrs Bark — — which raiſed t. 15 to 
uch eminent incar Sanktity and Glory. 


au of what Degree and Condi | 
Y 


* OzguPyarions. 


8 NU HE Author of the following o ggg dea, de 
0 dicate them, in great Earne to theſe ſame devour Pile 
mor unt; and prays to believe, that as he . 

_— ed them for their eſpecial Uſe and wen: th he does truly 
and wiſh well to them. He alſo thinks they have a bet- 
r Claim to them, — they make Der ful 
this Vel, from the remoteſt rters of the 4 It is to 
fave theſe painful Journies, to ſuch fincere an well-deſigni 
People, that he hath undertaken this little Work. He w 
not b — — abate or cool the Fervours of their Devo- 
dion, have them ſpent in a much better Manner, 
and fixt hr vpon # nobler Obi, that both * and * 


o „ 


ournies to 


22 The Editor's \Preface 
them all, and, in due Time, will recompence t all. He eith 
Is 15 00 Enemy to Tears, or any other Tokens of = Coatrith 

- but he believes they are ſhed in a very wrong Place, when 
at Huy wei, im Contemplation of t. Buffer. 
rings, Sanctity, and Glory ; becauſe he thinks there are n 
ſuftcient Proofs, that ſhe ever ſuffered, that ſhe was a Saint 
on Earth, or is now glorified in Heaven. Theſe are the Res- 
ſons why he would not have * 22 — ſuch Pains, 
pay undue Honours to __ 10 or oP. hey know, is 


an imoginery de can be 
be Nie Bk artery 2 a des ohable Man, in 4 


Proofs b 
other Res of Hiſtory ; much leſs in the Caſe of 'Pilgrimage, 
where the Buſinefs is, to thank for his Gifts and Graces 
beſtowed upon the Saint; or to ptay to that Saint for ſome. 
thing that we want; or to pray to God to hear us for that 


Saint's Sake ; or to that Saint to intercede _ for us, 
In all whyc Cafes VI. rim — w 
re 


rance, and che gre that ĩs Kg by if 
That Wenefrede did once live, as ſurely as 1 now lives; 
ay, That ſhe was a Seim upon Earth, as ſurely as he is a 


Fingers 3447. n beg "ber þ 9d ſtrach wif Help Hely-wel, 
ng miraculou ſure e is NOW at Hoh. 
wel himſelf, and has his Hee 50 his Shoulders ; ; 4#þl), Thar 
Nhe is now glorified ig Heaven, as ſurely as he is ng praying 
on Earth. I won defire the P:{grimsi to: this Holy Spring, to 
conſider with themſolves, Whether chay, can os ought to want 
any -4 — Point of cy gf the, yy and and 
.San&ity, a Thank God or oh Ph e they are 
required to th nd for he 1 115 Hoi then, t 
ive me the Pa rep ng * wing 05 1 8 5 
15 which I Mer — ente that tha hey 
nor can have; that Certainty odor Af ber and 
Death, and Sanctity, which oughe tp Ear the Bottom d Bin 
to God for her, or Prayer to ber hgrſelf. This is the Pu 
of the following Obſervations ;. Which I coyld not avoid 
repeating often. | 


„ I have ſeen tender gz who: would lodk” pelt 
„ and tremble at a Northern Blaſt, fioking themſelves un- 
1 def Water, offering their Vows — Wer 5 


6 Alacrry, ax if * had been ing 
» tran ſporting Joys ＋ „ va mere 
„ vine Lo a Kullen the upper Ha the cold uf 
1 ate mounted ii to a bring dn exped 


: 


„ 7 
h indeed. Deveticn hays its Tranſporps of 
. will not eaſily believe that hy 


This is vey / hi 
ur; bur 


every 


to the DevoaticPilgiiins. 23 
1. He Wl other raiſed or chertfhed mah, by ng into very cold 
ontriti. Waters. St! Bee: rolled hinkfelf; all naked, tm'4 Bed of Bris 
„ whe ars and Nettles] for another, P x and St. Frantic made eu 
himſelf a Mifreſe of 8 large 85 1: Dur I believe they were 
rather Tung „than any great Helps to Devotion 
at that Time, how uſaſul ſnever they might — ards prove. 
And 1 doubs that theſe adventurous Virgins muſt be cortent 
to hear the htanderi by paſs' much the Judgment upon 
their Undertakingi, if they will not be content to own they 
come, as others for:Health and for Neſreſh mimt. I do, in 
qreat Earneſt, wiſh theſd Waters had more ſahnary Vitroes in 
chem, than I think/theyihave ; tis for-the Co Good, 
and for the good of 1 — But — 22 — 
good Bffectv, Whatever are, aſſignetł to ſo a Cau 
117 


as they art by deladed Fil grimi, or 
— n b „ 32 DO 07 r 
„He nin zan 1i 041 13} nr Ai 1 94 
„ No Complaint war heard this pious one, that 
„they knew lixtle of the Merits of the Samt'y only that 
» this was the Place of her om, and that it wit 
„ famed for mitaculoht Chres, both of Soul and Body. 
„ This M e eee engaged me to.undertake, 
„ what I here fer Jap. e not to. gratify, Curi 
„ but to promote P Devotion. 
| r Ader 2741 : « 6. 1 JoV nw vn 203 at 31717 16h 
. Pilgrims are uſually feeſonable enough ia theſe Caſes, and 
3 5 of little more than of the Hardſhips of their Jour- 
nies. The Men that ſond them on theſe Etrrands, and the Men 
that live upon the Place to which they are ſent, have generally 
2 good Underftending betwixt them, — eule cure to keep up 
the Credit of eich other j and above all; to magnify the Same, 
whoſe Shyihs they «eto viſit) The Pilgrim to St. Manefrule s 
Well, were excredingly ſutisſted, it ſeeths, that ſhe was a great 
Saint, and that y- wel Wis the Phce where ſhe fuſfered Mar. 
tyrdom, and famous for many wonderful Carey wrought both 
on Peoples Souls and Bodies; but they werted, bolike, to 
know th Particulars of her Life and Death a little better; 
md this Author undertskes, in the following Bock, to give 
them SarisfaQtion, - 1 Have alreddy ſaid + little, and- ſhall heres 
afrer have Occafion to ſay muck more, to convince both him 
«nd his Pilgrims, that neither can He f'vo nor 1 * 
Satisſbcxion wanted im this Matter. I will © in this 
Place, "that I believe no one cn produee any Author, either 
writtsh or printed, who mentions any Paryb, Church, of Web, 
to have been in the Phes where Hely-well how ſtands, beyond 
the Teur 1130. In Dieſtey-Brk; which was made berweeh 
the Veary 1684 and 1096,” chere is no ſuch Name to be found, 
the' , Preſtatryn, Diſard, Galgrove, Heſton, Whitford, C; 


wi, 


„* 


9 EF 7 S +, 9 ' N 5 4 wa,” , * * * * 3 0 * 
n _— 1 * : * | : 
- - * 
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ell, or the Saint, or of any Cures or Miracles m 


| * want of * or remembring, but 


De Ante ole berg and other adjacent Towns,” thief 
in Flyneſbire; but were then reckoned in Cheſhire) 
found, with little Variation of the Names. This i 
ative —— and in it ſelf not 
pans not naming a Place, is not a Proof 
was then: But to ſuch as know the eee | 
king that Book, which was — be a Sure, 18 it were, un 
rier of the whole Kingdom, by which the Kings 
their Strength, and rate Wealth in — 4 
ſay, the Silence of Devinſds del wi be l Had of Proof 
Hely-well was not then a Pariſi or Place of any Nete. | Tha 
Britiſh Name of it is Trp, in Engliſh bei e; bug 
oldeſt Date of that, tliat find; is not, I gueſs, mas 
tho ac T on app rn 2 — | 
ime it tu to me, is in 3 
tion made to God 4 and the Menks G 
Flyntſbire, b King Henry III, tho' it has hitherto hag 
to be z but-lince the kung there 
once- belonged to WW, Peverel- in the of King Hwy 
hang an d it is certain Nor oo II took AY: | 
rom /. Peverell, becauſe wn fund a 
ed Randle che ſecond Earl of * ler, in or Abgge t 
7154; therefore tis plain that Henry here named muſt ave 
Henry 1H; whoſe Grandfather _ IF — It was | 
Earl of Cheſter that is-ſajid to ha —— ewerk, in 
Vol I. p. 7203 bur Jobn l 


Year 1131 ; ſo the Monaſticen, 0 
tes in his Chron/cew, and Hen, Ku Knlg tell us it was How 2 = 
that founded the Monaſtery of  Baſingwerk, aft eu 
1150, tho they do not a * in * Year. The ane to rec 
cile theſe thi is to tat King 282 II was the Fe 
der, but Ranul Bark of of Che er the great BenefaQtor, who g 
them Haly-well, on laces z not ſo earlyges 2136 


nor yet ſo —— as —— but ſome time between thoſe Yea 
There is alſo mention made of Heli-well in the Charter of — 
rince 


firmation made to the ſame Monaſtery, by Leweline'P 

Woles and David his Son, 1240. But let the Well be as od 
it will, the Silence of Giraldus Cambrenſir, who went the 
ſtation Circuit with Baldwine Archbiſhop of Canterbury | 
1188, js one of the ſhrewdeſt Signs in x- TY = 
Well was then in no Credit at all ; tor 2 he ſays they 1a 

Nigh t at Baſanwerk, which is not * ve half i Mile from 
well, and to which, as you have feen — — * 
Jonged, yet he ſays not one Word of either the Placm Or: 9 


that Place by her;; and yer there is hardly a Page in 


' Jrinerarium Cambrie, but has ſome oge or more ridieulous 


ſuperſtitious Stories in it: Which is a ſort. of Demonſtrarianl 
to ſuch as know the Manner of that Writer, t oe. was ade 
ing 


known 


were to kn - 


F 
v * * 
= 


* 


4; 


bit 
2 my 


> 


0 


. n * 
of * 
* 4 
1 » 


the Devodt "Pilerims, $3. a IM 
tha . 


* made no Mention of them. There is alſo at the End of 
ne, in the Cotton-Library, 45 A. 13. a Page or two, 


to 
bo lag aide remarkable of yer, or Ih- 


ich the Title— De Mirabilibu Walliæ, in which ere is Men- 
ton made of other Springs and Waters in Wales, famous for 
bmething or other, but not a Word of Holywell, The Rea- 
ler, 1 hope, will be content that I endeavour now and the 

o gratify his Curioſity, in ſuch Remarks ds theſe, ſince the E- 


er's Views and mine are very different, 


1 The Life of St. Wineffide was firſt written by St. Eu- 
ria, who is frequently mentioned in it, th 


There is no other Prœpf in the World that ever there was any 
uch Man in Being as K/eriws, but his being mentioned in the 
ife of Mme fred written by Roberowe Salopienſic; and in this Life 
here is not one Word faid of his having written any thing 
bout her. J. Leland in C.49..De Seriptorib. Brit. gives this A- 
ount of him: „ Klei was heretofore, and till is, in grand, 
Eſteem amongſt the Welch, I take him to have ſtudi | 
„it St. Aſaph, upon the Banks of the River Ewy, and after-= 
, wards to avoid the Noiſe and frequency of People, to have 
, Fetired, as it were, ihto the Deſurt. This is moſt magl ſt, 
„that he ere ed « Monaſtery ſomewhere about the Yale of 
, Clwyd, in which there was a great Number both of Men a 
„Women, amongſt whom was Weneſrede, a noble Irgin, 
\ bred up by Bewwe, and Whoſe Head was dfterwards cut off 
„by Caradee, her furious Lover, 

oft of this is taken out of the Life of Wenefrede, written 
by Robert, and has no more Authority than that can give It» 
Jut here {4 no Mentlon of hy £4 written by Kleis, Whlelt 
het had Wen much to Robert's Purpoſe, and would have given 
im great Credit, if he could have ſaid that Part of the Account 
FWenefrede was written by Elerine, one that lived at the ſame 
ime with her, and was her Spiritual Father and Inſtructor, 
This was an Advantage that Robert could not have over- 
ooked, but he knew nothing of it: And that_is ag unan- 
werable Proof that Eleriw did not write the Life of Wenes 
ede. That he ſtudied (if ever there was ſuch a Man) upon 
he Banks of Elwy, is ſaid by Leland, perhaps upon as good. 
round as if he had ſaid the Banks of Jordan; and I dare 
ay the one may be as well proved, as the other can, I do 
dot hereby mean that Leland invented this Story, but that he 
ranſcribed it out of ſome Manuſcript he met wich in his 
earches, and ſet it down (as his Way was) out of his Au 
hor, without believing it any more than I do. That Sr. Aſaph 
ould be a Place of great Reſort and a kind of Univerſity, 
bere, amongſt other Inhabitants, there dwelt 965 Monks 
Joo of Which locked after _ Cattle and the Plough, and 
"is | 300 
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by The Editor't Preface _. * 
ors were buſied in the Offices of the 
peoviding Dive and other 'Neceffities for\ t ry 


dining 164 were Students and Priefts, and emplo 
the — el Cod } that theſe bank? ould 1 ho E 


owh of St. Ab is very amply atteſted in the Legend &f 
% Kentigern, 4 by ON Mott. and much bout 1 
ume thine with Robert, and of full ax good Authority z but 
would be very rage if elend, or any one who knew | 
Country and Place, ould believe it. One Thing more 
think firting to obſerve abour Eleritw's writing the Life 


= l 


St, Wenefrede, and that le, That Dr. Thame: Jawer, erly Lk 
briry- Keeper at Oxford, and a very learned Man, finding the 
written by a hamvulefh 


Author, noted by the Margin t rds. . Per lum Bris 
re Mmarbiom, Ain 666. Fdoubr wor but he wat bed into 
this Miſtake by the ordinary Tradition ; for had he read the 
Life it ſelf, he would have found it written by one who lived 
after William rhe Conqueror's Time, which is 406 Years after the 
pretended" Blerim's Time. There is alſo another Note added 
dd Dr. James by another Hand, thus - eri e N 
bertum Salopienſem, aun 1149, at Vir quidam ervditue welled 
docer ; But this is alſo a Miſtake, for the Life in the Corrs 
Library contradifts Robert in ſome Places, and is. not one fixth 
Part ſo long, as they who wilt compare them may ſee, Who 
this Yi truditus was 1 know not, bur the Perſon who ſays this 
of him, was the late learned Dr. Tho, Smith in his Account of 
the Corton- Library; but neither the one nor the other hail ſeen 
the Life written by Ribere, © 91 " Pl 


n From him (i. e. from Herius) Roberta Saldpienſts Gal 
» lets and ſupplies, eſpecially wh at related to the Trans 
»» Nation of her Holy Body, he being the chief Agent in 
» bringing the ſame to his Monaſtery. This Robert, the 
„ wort —.— of Shrewsbury (who afterwards, for his 
” alents, was choſen Abbot) wrote the Saint's Life 
„ foon after the Tranſlation of that Treaſure, which wat 
„ in the Year of our Lord God 1138. | | 


Te is indeed foid in Robert's Account, that the Tranſlation 
of theſe Bones was made in the Second Leer of King Stephan, 
Which falls in 1137-8. But to this I have two or three Ub. 
jeQions. N, That the Life of Wwmefrede in the Corron-Labray 
(which was plainly written after the Norman Kings, us is 
by Ditbus quinetiam Francorum : And, I 2 quoque 
ven: And, Pack jure ubique per Patriam Violate, Franc at 
Gualenfhu ſe ad in bie oppugnantibus z and more of the 
Kind, which evidently refer to the Times of the Nirmer 
Princes; of whom King Stephen was the laſt:) From wy x 


Life of Weneſrede in the — — 
0 
d 


aw Devot _ 
Body of Sr, Wineſreve way 
nh, he —1 n "eee, and Hd wu 
x 8 | 
buried, „7 won) wy wy # UW nen, cam nt we ny 
ee * „ Jul! li fu Weder i — 
ever will read this Lite of ye Daten nach 52 
a han; and fince it Wen written after mes of | 
wr Kings, and no Mention 28 of the 1 . of her 


or Bones to Shrewrbary, but taken for gronted ol ſhe 
___ wt Serben, N — wr 74565 ket cher the Tran- 


_ 
SS - 


Ay and wh 


ATS 


> 


5 


* =” ie 
ar on om 


Ail fl. 


ſlation N 1148 vu Year of 
fach chin 5 Ty ir of ls Li 1 
ue nx, W ay, ny wrote rhe 
of Hewry Hop M1 728 after gh Stephen 1 becoſ 
not nen wi either re mmon Senſe 
Writer to ſay, In the Days of Phe + or, l the Nor 
1he — aud the 
WM little after thoſe 22. 


man Times z of, In the 
were at Wars, unleſy he . 

Another O — ro this earty Tranſharion of ng 

ones to Shrew is this, That Orderitus Vitali Ways 
of this Matter, = was as likely as any Man elſe to 
he had heard of it, becauſe of his near Relation ny” 15 
to this Monaſtery at Shrewſbury. The Account h 
himſelf is, That he was born in che Year 1054, be | 
March, and — at Ati, nor far from rb rs a 
Town Severn, dy one cue, # Prieſt; ohe gave 
old he was 1 5 hh e er ENT 
old he was ſent to School at to one a 
who taught in the N of St. Peter and Paul, which Church 
belonged to Odeli*ine, his Farher, and ſtgod by the River Ale: 
Here he ſtay'd till he was Ten Yeats old. and was thence re- 
moved to Vries in Normand?, where at Eleven Tn 
firſt Tonfure, and was calſed Vitklis, becauſe it happened on 
that Saint's Day; at Sixteen de was made Sui . at 
Eighteen „it Thirty rhirke Prieſt, and fo continued 10 
Years, when he made an bo nd ot his Hiſtory, which waz 
the Year 1141. Odttivire, his Father, was a great Friend of 
| Roger de Montgomery, Who was. Eat] of Shrewsbury ; and it was 
” at his Exhortation, and by bis Aſſiſtance, that Regey built and 
ation endowed this Mona ftery in 1683, and fetched his "Monks from 
$ rep ben, Sais in Norimatidly to RY it. In this Moniſtery Odeliring lived 
90 and died a Monk himſelf in 1101, and a did a Son of hi and 
Library Brother to Oruerirur. Theſe are the Reaxſong why Orderfeus 
penn is ſo very 8 in his Deſeription and Account of this 
Frans Monaſtery ove any other Writer we have z it was his na- 
* tive Country, he went to School ip the very Church, that 
he i was afterwa eds turned into © Monaſte of A. ihr his 
— Father and Brother wete 27 — in it, ind doubtleſs many of hig 
is Lifk, Relations lived wr | fear the Place, It is to him (and, 
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by 


. uny / 1 have Gn. to lint alone) that we 6 
Knowledge of | W ennots oF rhe he firſt Abbot it, 
and of other private Occurrences > a to this Place, | Its 


he who inthe Year 113 4 (the very Year of the pretended Tran. 
-flatipo of Wenefrede's Bones) tell . that {William Fitzales, 
. Municeps & Prams Scrobechuria, who married Robert the Karl 


Glouceſter hter, rebelled againſt Stephen, and held 
Theme api aga | bim for - whole Month ; ut that at laſt. che 
King took it Fin e And yet. this Orderiews, as zealous: 


Monk as Robert, but g better 71 25s not one Word 
of Wenefrede' s Tranſlation, though he — ion to mention 
the Tranſactions of the uery Tear in which ix was 1 in the 
very Town where it was done z nay, he * his Hiſtory 
three Year: or four lower, and yet ſays nothin ng:of it. This 
makes me * & Rębert's Crydit a little in his Story of ghe 
Tranſlation :. For although Silence is not a ſure Foundatien 
to build an Ar wes upon, either for or agpjaſt 8 Ba 4 Fact, yet] 
aſſure the Reader, that t * * * a Monk in the Caſe of a 


Sajot's Tranſlation to à M © youryd by him, is 
q ork 17 thing than the 8 Si . of other Hil vhs 
- other Ca 


2 the MS, Life of Sir 3. pura the Tranſlation is ſaid to have 

been in Tem . Regus Henrici; and if he eans Henry the Se- 

_ cond, 1 1 d ſopner incline to believe it; but it is not worth 

e while to give Reaſons for either Opinion. Robert is not ah 

iſtorian whom one would be at any Pains to diſcredit, if 

godd People were 1 N by his hd to go on 1 
grimage to a Saint of his making. 


„His Sincerity is much commended b Card. 
» Saris, Pits, 4 Poſſevinus 4 —— 


" Toffure the Reader that none is theſe People fay one wen 
or Syllable of the a" of Prior Robert ; not one of them 
ever ſaw his Book. Whatever Pit: ſays. is 1 from 

lend or Bale, with a little Chan of Words, s, and nary 
r the worſe. _ Syrics gives us a — Life of nr 
t is but an Abbreviation of Cap "eo . * 
Was a Briton, » Monk, and wrote fe of Winefredt, » 
ived ae 1140. Card. Baroniu ſays pls . at all 77 ing 
ut 15 his mon on the Roman Martyrology., on Neu. 3 
pr, That he had heard great Matters of 4064 Wall, 
5 Miracles gone there, from Thomas 0404 the Biſhop of 

Aſaph bimſelf, who was an Eye-witngſs, and "worthy of 
Credit; but not, a Word of Robert. Iwill the Pepi 
Readers would learn a little to diſtruſt the Relations and 
iſtories which their Prieſts put into their Hands, and be 
ow and then at the Pains to _— whether the Fats and 


unge they give of Matters be ſo 3s they repreſent chem 
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de ie Dee Pint. 989 
„The new Editor of this Life of St. Ane, in ta, 
hk cranſcribe this Paſſage fron! the Publiſher of her Lifs 
in 1635, but he does not do it honeſtly neither for the Pal- 
ſage there is, That Reber was, for mis great Sincerity, -4 
Card. Baronius, Suring, CA GRA E, Pits, Poſſcvinus,and othe 
worthily commended. Capgreve, it ſeems,” was not thought 
a Name. of ſo good Credit as the reſt, and therefore in this 
New Edition is left out; but, after all, he was the only Man 
of all the Company that ever ſaw the Life of Wenefrede write - 
ten by Robert; and it is from his Abbreviation of her Life, 
that all the reſt of the Writers ſpeak : Even Aſerd himſelf, and 
Creſy, his Tranſlator, knew nothing of Robert, but what they 
found in Capgrave, though both of them wrote after the Jeſuit 
J. F. publiſhed her Life in Engliſh from a Copy of Robert of 
Shrewsbury in 1635. „ ä 52 f 


„It was penned by him in Latin, and dedicated by 
„ him to Guarinas Prior of Worceſter, both being of the 
„Holy Order of ious Benedigk. He tells Gnariuns 

» That what he preſents him with, is from the autiem td | 
„ undoubted Monuments and Records of ſuch Monaſteries and © 
„ Churches as the Virgin 4 known. to have lived in; as % 
„ from the Depoſitions of venerable Prieſts, <vorthy of all 


” Credit for r To 191045 Profeſſion, Santlity of Life, and 
» great Learning. ©2004 : | W. | A, 


The Life of Wenefrede written by Robert Prior of Shrewſe 
bury, is direQed to one Gu. or Warinu, and ſuch a one was 

Prior of Worceſter between the Years 1130 m 1140, who 
were both Benedifinez. So far is true; but that which follows 
is not true, vis. that Robert tells Guarinuw, That what he pre“ 
ſents him with is ancient and undoubted Manuſcripts and Re. 
cords of ſuch Monaſterier and Churcher as the Virgin it known to have 
lived in. This is indeed what the Jeſuit J. F makes Robere ſay 
to Guarin in his pretended Tranſlation of him; and this is what 
the New Editor in 1912 tranſeribes from J. F. and puts upon bis 
poor Pilgrims 3 but Robert ſays no ſuch thing: His Words are 
theſe, Partim per Scedulas in Eccleſiis Patrie, in qua deguifſe 4. 
 mſcitur, collegi : partim quorundam Sgcerdotum relationibus addidici, 
que: & Antiquit ar ventrands commedabat, & quorum verbis fidem 
adhibere ipſe Religionis habitur compellebat In Engliſh thus ; The 
Life of the Bleſſed Virgin Wenefrede, which I have lately made and 
ſent to you, I have partly collefied from the ſcattered Acrounts I found 
in Writing in the — Churches of the Country, in which ſbe is 
known to have converſed and lived ; and partly learn'd from the Re- 
lation: of ſundry Priefts, whoſe venerable ge recommendtd them to 
me, and whoſe very Garb and Habit conſtrained me te believes what 


they ſaid, , This is Robert's Account of the Materials our =y 
1 8 19 1 fol ONT 4's; > 
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Nie Editor's Freese 

which be compoſed his Work, and how he came by weh 
which, — falls I of ancien: —— undowbted 
Monuments ; nor is there one Word about neren, nor Wy 
— to ſignify the Sanfity of Liſe, or great Learning of the 
Priefts, his Informers and Inſtructors. T 2 . be very ho. 


© ww * 7 * 


* *. 


2, according to the Times; but Robert Yah 
Hor tell us fo. Thoſe ate the Flouriſhes of J. F. the Y who 
thought a bare Tranſlation of the Words of his Author would 
not make fo much for.the Credit of his Work «he believed 


. ought to have: Bur this is what I would have the Popilk Rev 


ders now and then complain of to their Prieſts, and tell them 
that the Prereſſ anti take notice of their Want of Honeſty" nd 
Faith in Matters of this forte. Whatever Roburc's' Ae 
might be in writing this Life, I aſſure the Reader, the Tranſk. 
tor has not ſhewn any great Marks of his own; for beſides whit 
I have —_y taken notice of, he has made other Additions 
even in the Author's Dedication-Epiftle, which are not in the 
Original, bert tells Guerin, that the ſecond Motive wo 
his writing the Life was the Love he bore to the Virging That 
r great Merits being ſet forth, due Honour might beipaid 
ef by the 1 Secundario, Virginu amor, gue declarat 
ip — mor of debitus A Fidilibus impenderetur, This wit 
too poor and modeſt far the Jeſuit : He tranſlates it thut; 
The ſecond'wes my eſpecial Love and Devotion to this wolf #h- 
emma Virgin and Martyr of bur Country, that by her Santi amd 
eat Merits, here by me declared, ſhe might by faichful Souls 
Bo che more devoutly honoured, ſerved, and proyed wnto, He Al 
tranſlates . Vriderum aſſertions tenteſtars, by certain and un- 
doubted Relations ; the Word Yitew by eminent Sanity ant 
Graces. Now this is not to tranſlate another's Words, butt 
write one's down Senſe ; and yet the Popiſh Readers are mad, 
to believe that Robers wrote theſe things 500 Years "(inc 
whereas in truth it was J. & the Jeſuit that wrote them 
1635, and I know not who that yd ed them again in 1913. 
But before I leave this Head, I deſire the Reader to confidet 
Whether this had not been a moſt p Place for Robert 0 
2 told us, That he hed collected ſome of his Material 
7 Ae that Zlerine left, had he heard of any ſuck 
ritings. , . 7 =. * i 


e That par omits what is leſs certain, as her Journey 
„to Rome, and other Paſſages, not ſufficiently atteſtel 
„ Sq nice and ſcrupulous was the good Prior, not tote 
„ commend any thing to Poſtexity, which was not uncoth 
„ troulable Matter of Fact. nm 


Robert ſays, he purpoſely left out her Journey to Rowe, and 
other common Stories that went about concerning hig 


becauſe he found them in no Books, nor handed about TY 


/ 1 
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t the Devoat Pilgrims. n 
people v ham he could truſt. He bad got therefore ſeen the ; 
Life of Wenefreds, abo mentioned, Written by a namele(s. 
Author, which ſays ſhe, went to Rem Romam, ut menmorant,. 
periit,, viſt andi Canſa Sankfferum Apoſtolorum loca! And who can 
tell us, why a Man ſhould ſcruple to believe ſhe made a ur- 
ney to Rowe, who firmly believed that e, lived at leaſt | 
Years, aftey her Head was cut off, and ſet on again ? This, 
I fear, is ſtraining at Gnats, and ſwallowing Camels. When + - 
once a Woman's is cut off, and right ſet on again, he 
will as eaſily go from Wales to Rome, as from Holy-well to Guin 

therin, I ask the Reader's Pardon for this gay be bur it 
would raiſe a Man's Tndignation or Contempt, to ſee fuch 
call themſelves the Prieſts of the moſt high God, telling the mo 
ridiculous Stories, with a very grave and. ſerious Air ; talking 
about the Scruples of legendary Writers ; and giving us fof s 
tue Hiſtory, 4 Relation that is not quite fo well atteſted, and 
authentical as the Hiſtory of Guy off Warwick II. * 


„ Tie true, he ought to have obferved the Nules of an 
„ exact Hiſtorian, as to the Years of her Life, Death, and 
» Trandlation, which he omitted. However, out of o- 
„ ther Claſſical Authors, I ſet down the Centuries, 


The Truth of it is, Robers might as well have ſet down the 
Years of her Birth, Beheading, Removal from one Place to ano- 
ther, and the Time of her ſecond Death, with as much Cer- 
tainty as any thing elſe he relates, for he knew them all alike, 
But it ſeems, that neither the Schedule nor the living Prieſts, 
had told him any thing about the Time of her Life, or firſt, 
or ſecond Death, Bur I rather think, he was wiſe enough to 
be afraid of naming Years, and Kings Reigns, which might | ; 
be examined into, and if not well aſcertained, bring ſome 
Diſcredie on his Hiſtory, In this he ſhowed himſelf as skilful 14 
a Writer, as any I have ſeen, of the like Sort; for, in a Life 
of ſo great Length as this is, (containing 30 or 40 Pages in a 
ſmall Folio, written in a-good legible Hand) you will not meet * 
with one Word, or Hint, from whence you can gueſs when | 
Wenefrede lived or died, This I do not think was an Omiſſion 
in Robert, but a wiſe and artful Concealment, and done with = 
Deſign. However, the new Editor is reſolved to ſupply this De- 599 
fekt, and to ſer down the Gentwries, and that oor of Claſſical | | 
Authors too, the meaning of which, I confeſs; I do not com- | 
—＋ having, ever ſince I was at School, underſtood that — 
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»» To proceed with greater Securi N I alſo take for m 
» Guide, that learned Antiquary, —— accurate Annalifh 
„the R. F. Michael Alford, 8, J. who in his ad Tome; 
» Printed 1663, treats at large this Subject. l- 


4 0 be 10 
7 5 * 
N * 


nen N 
, Eine P, 
br does indeetl give us the Life of /miſrede at U 
makes ' many Sera, to his Purpoſe, as he 10% * 
upon it; but Mill it is the Life that Cage gives us ; Ree 
ad:gever ſeen the Life that was written by Kehr. 

" It indeed for the Life that was written by Reber?, and ſo Rn 
5 | 


bert, h 
& in the Right ; for eg. abbreviated Robeht) Life, 
„ his' Ligend of Engliſh Saints; und F. %% ll 


Ribertey Abbat, ut eum rifert Capgravins t Which makes inn 
dent, that. he had not, at'that Time, ſeem the original 


FTI N a 
7 _ Is —_ 


_ Viation, 1 


| * likewiſe read attentively the Church - Hiſtory of 
» N. F. Seen Criſſy, ſet forth in'1668 z who wn 
» Preface, acquaints the Reader, that algho' great Pi 
» Of his Volume is owing to F. Alford} he has other 
J cient Records to aſſiſt him, in e rrying on the Wain 
„This religious Author being of the holy Order on 
„ Benet, f titionally ſuppoſed that he might beg 
„ Manuſcripts in Cuſtody, as came not to the Knowle 
» of other Writers, which poſſibly had been ſecured 

„ the Body, at the Diffolution of Monaſteries, News 
u bf them vary ge tothe Relation of her Life and Dear 
„ they only differ in a Name of two, vis. Trebuirb i 
„ Thewith, and Caradgens for Cradecw, who imbrued kl | 
» Hands in the holy Viegin's ſacred Blood, = 


cry Church- Hiſtory is a very poor Work, undertaken 
the Re of the Engliſh Renders, al to ſerve inſtead f 
old Legendary, which was 8 little out of Faſhion's Wl 
it has little or nothing in it, which is not tranſlate d r 
Alford 4\ and of the Story of Winefreds he ſays nothing a 
cauſe he knew nothing) but what the Jeſuit had ſhid bean 
As for the Benedifing: 8 any conſiderable M 
ſeriprs, at the D/ſ3/ution of Monaſtefies, tis a fancy that nl 
run in many Peoples Heads, but without any good Crouch 
The Proteflants would be as glad as themſelves, that they had (a: 
done ; but ſinte 150 Years have produced little or nothing 
that Kind from theſe Fathers, we muſt, I doubt, be conn 
with what we have at home. As to the exact Agreement 
twixt thoſe two Writers, it will eaſily happen, wher- on 
them tranſlates from the other; and if they had differeg_ 
more material Points than thoſe mentioned, it had berge 
reat Matter, for they tell but one and the ſame ſilly SR 
From one ind the ſame Legend» .. + —_ 
4 Doubtll 
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lin u vill obſetve; that ee Edith 6 
look'd u * | 


WorfrAd'WE Ag rather tb 
, impreſſion with ſome Amendments Amer 


"Book, ſet forth in (he 1 163%, Ny 4b "2, of ao ce 


e A which 
apthens a! Mannſrip of 
ior of d Tre 
7 Cy hlmfv1f 


'Tis better, I chink to hee ons 1 


LY 4 


Ji 
Þ1 
in 
tefice, — Wh mean Nac — 74 

» old Barn M bride ry Moog wk 1 nf, 27 


ef 
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— ated 4 (© that 7. F, tranſlated from * not from 

y Manuſeript le lf, But _ which ls more te 2 
5 ſe to oblerve, Is, that he tells us he tranſloted Ne 
ins 1 yg not tranſlate it according to vhe 
25 277725 "gry ri 
reffible in 145 muſt own, that it 1 ard to 
ranſlate an ol Legend, into good, or in wi 1 * 


e ofthe 4 and baroors many many times wo muſt be te 26 
1 Words oanget | be well curne 
F aſe 42 "or * U. hone 11 by oh. | 
ig wo 1 Ts * A 
Vor Ve mot naturally, k 
vie 4s, in this 10 res wh | a there 
no Manner of Neal Mer 1 » Words are plain, and 
light be ve Rl eranſlated, ' His Tranſl ary * = 


auch above #2 whac 


AT ſo that 
laces he 4 


hor thought not of; 
r in the whole Book, where he 


WA wrong, and either D of it, ch | 
uthor ing ded. Wer will be at exo Ping om re: 

e Latin with the Fygljf ſb, will w 18 * 
ould ſay, He had ſpit fol wily Ter obert, in Thurs 
wen a Specimen of of his Fid de lie in 'P = os | 
ly ſo, more or leſs, W the whole An 
t, after all, kis Book 155 much more properly be bo called 
an/lation 5 Robertus Sa lopie the new Edi 


mefrede's fe pur out in 22 2, can : 4 bc # Re- 
JE F. the ne — Kenpo 


former. 


ge sg his Name, and Calculation 
of the Time, when F lived, brings to my. 
—— chat very al it was he who 


ind ho:ers 
ik ov» rn a an 1 9 


ter 1 


n u 


34. The, Eater! pay a 
zz it For Gul telld'me in his kf, that altho' he 


1 di 2 - 1 70 8 


„et 10 1 7] 1 none! I he 155 " nel! 10 N. 
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under the Name of J. F, aq have this Gesc 
jr, that J. F. tranſlated Robert Salopionſly, and therefore aw, 
and had that Book in his Hands :; whereas it appears that al, 
Alford never ſaw, Reuberin1's Life, bur cites it out of Ca 
and yet he lived 18(Years after the Year-163 on al which 
Time ho might have amended that Paſſage, » y \probably 
would have taken Notice: df / Reberr's ory of Tranſl. 
tiog of Sy, Weneſr d's Bones to Shrentbary, at Bol be mentiom 
of 1138, but mentions out of Capgreve' ſtill, 
ine or two about i it. W makes me conclude 


of TIEN Debereace tothe e bein 
„ ed Man; whoſe Merits are known by his elaborite 
„ Works; and who _ the Peruſal of che moſt ancient 
„ Retbrds of 1 5 ou will fd little more than 
1 1 Subſtance. of Mg wi ormer Book: - Yet muſt have 
Lav, to lay, Fg ngliſh of it is ſo . and 
tacking Werde together, ſo much 
4 2 the peer way of Writing, that moſt nals People 
fire it appear-ſormething more woliſhedy: | 
„ add, that — EY 
„on Tþis Account, thoſe devoted to our ſarred Patron 
„ langulſhed after a freſh Supply from the Preſs, .. 


Ape no Putpoſe to detraft any thing Rides the Praiſe of 
F. Alford, (who is here tiken to be 7. 794 have 4 Reſpe tt fot 
all Meh who endeavbur to do what X and Setvice they 
= to wer native Country. His 4 Volumes of Auma, att 
h Ks fury 4nd ha in that iteem chat I. * : * TN 
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l Now! not how it can be called fo it ly by no Means th the 
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rent Manner; ſome thi ings — left ＋ _ on Me 5 
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Nobility, I relate out df / 


70 tht Devout Pilgrims. 


"iT or 


5 50 


, the Son of Set 
the Son of 


Son of Anne, the Mother of that 
man to the Virgin Mary the Mother of Chriſt. 


Thus is Bewne's Nobility unqueſtionable by any reaſonab 
Man, Su prop by two fuch * I * printed 


his Life, at the End, that the Reader might ſee, that Nene 
and Windrede were not only nearly allied, (as this new 
tells us) but that there were many concordent Paſſages 


Accidents in their Lives ; or, at Jeaſt, that they who w 
t I ſhall be obliged to any learn» 


who will tell =, why Bause Life is not as 


«Fog Br houſes 
ed Popiſh Prieſt 
credi , in all les Parts, as that Winefredt 


med, that the Supplement of a few late 
add Foel to the ire of Deyotion. 
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And I preſu 
” Miracles would 
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Ficaey, both 

— — but _ 8 
ng Contempt iracles, 
an Nick ancoodingly? 5 7 | 
„ Foul God me faichful to the Author $ only Ap- 
» prehenifion is, that I have been deficient S 
ö ** 
us 17 i man ty ET. 'Tis 
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ſame tima 80 
Frede. My Opinion is, however, that the Author of chin New 
. ee e N Ne A 


aÞh v peg 11 0 


perchance, may; think I am two Lena in e 
Elogium 5 for we are fallen into an Age of Infidelity, 
4zvand we are dreadfully over run with Deiſts, 1 wiſh uit 
Sh Atheiſts tod, who {ap the very Foundations of Re. 
„ vealed Religh and allow equal Credit to the Aen. 
i and Talm do to the Old and Neu T 8 
„ Such as will _ believe that the Rod of Aaron com. 
„ manded Streams from a dry Rock, or that Lzaras rot. 
„ ting in his Tomb returned to Life, will droll u 


„ St. Winefreds Well, and her Reſwſtsrarion. As if there 
— were no Mean benveen ro ela Belief, arid the 


oy Madneſs of beheving Mott Nb when Mock 
1 our wild Fan i? gr h back =" the 8 Eh 
3x dence ot Huta ority... 2 1 


That there ie _ it: in the Kingdom 1 ene 
Heveand — ut — much greater Number; but _ this Si 
mber is ſo i great at preſeat, and ſo exceedin 
| Heron with wi 155 oy hey Years, is What I cannot ei * 
although it is fo. much the common Cry, that 4 
2 wich it is 0 to make ont 25 for one of that, bad 
umber with many People. But I know that it hay ſerved 
＋ of ſome bebe Men ſo well, ro have the Date 
berg the Growth of bißuelity fixed to, of ibout the Time of the 
Lero Revolution, that I very much fuſpe@ the Truth of the 
upon that very Account; nor do I ar Fo wonder that the 
Party does ſo readily chime in with that, and all _ 
that tend to the depreciating that great Deligrang, 
"have proved ſo fatal to their Intere 77 yerof all ed yg 
none can declaim ageinſt the Alber n Deiff $a 
England with a worſe Grace, or can be leſs in Earneſt, u- 
Pepiſb Prisſti, is well becauſe) it it as" it were, the Rain ot 
Sun · ſuine that procures them the more plentiful Harveſt”; 
Kr 
ore and incregſe mpt Re 
the ſeeing the groſſeſt Corruptions of Pyprry'i — 4 Rand 
upon the ſame — claiming the ſame San Jon and and Author 
—— requiring the ſame Bellef. and Neverence | 
ich the moſt; plain and undiſputed Articles of our r- 
—_ hriſtian Faith, and our moſt neceſſary Duties Thy 
too large a Field to enter on in general ; but who would not 


- 
14 « 


5 


a 


ami his Goodneſs leads him, work . 
Twi, 'the Perfidns, and the ler, the \Tnidians, — 
chew of all Sorts ; and with the Proteflants as wel = 
Ae then ſhoukd'a Proceſtane be'our-of Hamour to 
undoubred Miracles' in che Church df Rowe ? A Frog 
would neither curn Turk, 9 


ſdoe icht God w 


Miracle them; and w 
. be turn Popift on i Account ? = Is 
it, whenever he —1— Miracles wr 


ought by 
purpoſe to atteſt the Truth of any Poiac re Pr, 
which'the Two Religions differ: But chere is no R on why: 
2 Proteſtant ſhould turn Papiſt, becauſe Miracles are wrought 
— 2 Papiſts, (if you will cake their Word for it — 
deere e che Trork of Commen iantty, 
— . ſe of God, that has no Relation 


to the Points 2 ove But chat which this New La. 

ror means by this, bs chat Frovelancs w_ be out of Humour 

to find undoubted Miracles wrought rade, who war. 

__ of che Ohurch of Rowe. Bac | bees chve wha be mary 
this Account, becauſe t- 


Proreſtencs out of Humour 
there will be no — —— That ever there way! 
fuch-4*Woman in Being; nor, 2. Thar he was of the Church 


of Rem; nor, 3. That 3 3 an uadoubcel 
aces, eicher living as dead * (hs 


„ How the ahve Paltore, as: 8e. B. whoſe Feat 
„ edge ae 14th of January * 0 Elerius's on 

. 13th o of June, exhorted Rich, Ech, Noble and Beautiful 
.. Virgins to renounce the World, and to conſecrate 15 
ee ene 
we 1 a ' 213 en R 


CY een my wal) aſſured that Men uf more Aveboriey and 
Worth, and of much greater Antiquity, than Beans and Ele 
> in their Exhortations to Virginity, aid — many 
ſtrange, exalted, byperbalical Things in 
— which was never Lange — — - Ged, ank 
8 the Derogation an 9! Marriage, whic _—_ — 1 
by: Godin che Buer Man's Innocence, and 
— Gn of -whoſe! — our Saviour was himſelf born 
ks it was impoſſible the ſhould have any other Father hut 
) that I am ſure they can neither anſwer it to God, or to 
their own Parents; and therefore that Beuns and Elerius ſhoul 
do che ſame; is no Wonder at all, if ever chere-were any ſuch 
Exhortetions made 222 But indeed I am not ſatiſ- 
ſied that we. have any Proofs.of any thing but their Names 
dftius, and I fo the ching of hom tha | ay of Weng 
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- 0 the Devout Pilerims. - 
that no Anthot has ſo much as named their Names that lived _. 
zoo Years within the Time afligned for their living. And F 

believe it is the good Prier of Shrewsbury that muſt youch for 
them all, br my Anonymous Writer, wo yeh ſays nothing of 

Elerivs, And in Affirmancę of my Opinion, I have cranſeribed 

2p old Britiſh Calendarium 78 the Cotton - Library above 30 
Years old. It is in Yeſpaſ. A. 14. and the Title is, De Santi, 
Walicis Calendarium. Bernard is in if, by which we know 
it cannot be older than 1153, when he died, or about ten Years 
ofter, when he was Canonized. Now in this Calendarium of 
Welch Saints in particular, and wtitten after Robert had written 
the Life of Wenefrede, there are ho ſuch Names as Wenefredt, 
as Beuno, Or Elerius, to he found in it j which is a kind of De- 
monſtration that theſe three Names were not at that Time 
in any great Repute for SanQity, or working Miracles. 


,, How or this Account St. Wenefrede offered herſelf a 
* Sacrifice to preſerve her vowed Virginity, which pure 
„ Oblation was ſo acceptable to God, that he recompeneed 
„it with ſuch a ſtupendous Miracle, as neither the prece- 
» dent a Crefſy ) nor ſubſequent Ages of the Church 
in (fare that at St. Paul's Decollation) could afford one to 
„ equal it. , | 
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Never was ſo ridiculous a Legend N on ſo weak a Bot- 
tom. Take the whole Story for a ain Truth, A youn 
Prince one Sunday Morning comes to a Lord's Houſe, and finds 
his only Daughter all zone, and immediately falls in Love 
with her, and tells her, If ſhe will but lie with him, he will 
certainly wu her afterwards, and make her a Princeſs. She 
deing virtuouſly diſpoſed, and wing vowed to be a Nun, 
makes her Excuſe at preſent, and tells him ſhe will wait upon 
his Highneſs by and by, when ſhe is better prepared for bis 
Reception; and under this Pretence gets out at a Back-Door 
and runs as faſt as ſhe can towards the Church, in Hopes ſhe 
might be there ſecure from his Attempts.: Fhe Prince imme- 
diately purſues and overtakes her e er ſhe could get thither, 
and asking her once mote if ſhe would yield to his Defires; 
and being told ſhe was already engaged to Chriſt, and could not 
poſſibly do it, he was ſo enraged, that hedrew out his Sword, and 
cut her Head off preſently. Now, I deſire to know, where is 
the — ng Merit of this Virgin in all this Matter ? Can 
one reaſonably ſuppoſe, that there is any one honeſt Maid in 
«all Fpu ſhire that would not do as much, as Wenefrede did to 

avoid a furious Raviſher, and ſave her Virtue ? and that td 


for very Honeſty's Sake, withour the Obligation of 2 Vow to 

become a veiled Nun? I have no great Opinion of the Virtue o 

this Author's Devont Pilgrims, as 3 it were any ways . or 
3 oye 
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42 Tue Editor's Preface ... | 
pove the Virtue of thoſe who ſtay at home ; bug yet | 
> _ a ſingle one ef «I thoſe render Pig + bob you bl % | 
bit ben Ble, yet ſink with ſuch Alacrity "under the Wart 
Holywell; would behave herfelf any worſe chen Wanne tat 
. the would, I hope, Te3e& with Scorn 1p ſcandalous ind 
cked a Proffer, made by a Man of little Petter Quality 

chan herſelf, and that at rhe fir Viſit too . I hage the would 

| make 4s pood Excuſes for "Delay, and 177 15 alt as the 
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bim; and thoulT he overtake her un tf 
: or the Srreer, and tempr her there again, I hope the would 
have the Virtue to refuſe him, ind endure the otmol that he 
if his wicked Rage could do to her. Yer this is: chat Weng 
: frede is aid ro have done, taking * | Father Raberj's Ward 
for rhe Truth of all that aſſed, This is the Victue, this the 
Miexit, this che pure Oblation, chat was fo acceptatis to God, 
that he muft work ſo ſtupendous a Miracle to fecompenes id, 
har. Age pat, or ro com, g b pe Fa to ih 

Re re 


pting that at the Behezding of St. Paul; che Veins of whitſe 
Head and Neck did not, it Nemgz, bleed Blind, bur WIA the 
whoſe Head, when it wüs ne w cut off, made three Leaps,An 
each of -which Places immediately ſprang up 2 4b of \weet 
| Watsr: 3 But wich 92 Ty x" - # 8 the Preference 
141 1s, que to Heede ; for che c8 Springs are 
— one, yet did the Head of Se Paul lie 25 at chef 
a 15 7. 1 Le to its „ full fifteen Years 
after (as uſeful a Head as it wa ich was the Caſe of We 
nefrede. And to ſhew I have no Prejudice to this, or an of 
Britiſb Saint, I aſſure rhe Reader I take the Story of this Rils 
of Wandfell' el, to be full as true as that of Sr, Peul's Thre 


| Springs, And I cannot tell whether I oughe not to be aſhamed 
[| to be found more knOWINg in theſe Matters than F. Cre, ble E 
| who thinks St. Wen redes ſe to be only equalled by that pe 
1 St, Pau} ; whereas I know, 2 1 55 meny Caſes that are «qual, W'' ©? 
= if not ſuperior to them both, if ir would do any Good to pris BY! »! 
= duce them here ; he who would fre them may took inte the WI*"'s 
= 5 Chapter of Miracles, or that of | {ORR I 4 * 
* Wr 4 at 15 7475 
= > 171 Men ur unwilling to he; AF: ae — 
= „ Tpiſed, his Hereditary Tatrimony apd Glo ta beeomph 
55 E of the Goſpel. How in the primitive —. 
| +» Times the Holy Maſs was offered to the Eternal Vas that 


„ ther, to apply the Fruits of our Redemption: How Aste. 
„Sacred Reliques were hopoured; and praying for the lv 
„ Faithful N wry 11 2s St. ee prof 
| „ St. Wenefrede would do for his Soul, he being of Opia e 
i 1 on that the would ſurvive him. * f — Wer + Hand 


= woul 
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r ro the Devout Pilgrim. Wy - 
, ee thing, for the wie of chin toy Wha, re 
Vaters of mix and confotind the Times of which they write with the 

«de Heß Times in which they lde; and! ent of the former, to 

ous WA deſcribe ens Managers and” the Cultoms of the latter. The 

Quality D6&rines Yelivered by Robert in the Life of Wentfrepe are cer- 
em che DoRtines of Rober?'s Days ; bur it does not follow 

it as HE chat they were the Docrines of the Days when Wenefrede 


Comme Wl ſuppoſed to have lived. I do nor fy they were flot, hut I fay * 
s would Wl that Robert's Authority does not prove they were; that my 
" that de proved by Writers of that” Age and Century. Ad yet this 
at Wane. WY is chic Fallacy that M. Alford would put upon bis Readers; he 
s Wart WY would have ehem take for granted; that the Doctrines in the 
this the WY Life of Wenefrede, written 15 Yeats after, were the Doctrines 
to God, of the Brichfh Charch 500 Years ore ; which, were it teally 
pence; Wl crue, yer it is nor to be proved in that manner to any one's 
0 igt, er- Conviction. The Time allorred by* 4lford, Creſſy, and 1 7 a 
of white Wi follow them, ts St. Wenrffedr's Living, is about the Year 660. 
7; ind WY know they have no good Grotmds to $0 upon in affigoing this 
| * rather than any other Time, for che ime in which the lived ; 
of cher for Robert is filegr in the” Matter, and after Robert comes ng 
eference dody for above goo Years, that prerends to tell us when ſh 
are: mers bed. But 1 diſpute not when the lived, let it be in 660, a 
| 0, they pretend to gueſs; I only ask by what Figure thoſe Times 
en Years WY are called Primitive Times, and the Doctrines then in Faſhio 
e of We WY Primitive Doctrine? But, after all, why ſhould he think a Pro- 
ny other Wteltiot unwilling to hear that Beans left a great Eſtite and aH 
this N bis Honour to become a poor Miniſter of the Goſpel, 2 
e 


ul's Thee WY * is glad to hear that the Apoſtles forſook all and followed 
aſha Chriſt, and reads, with Pleafare, that * rich and honoura- 
F. ie Perſons did the like in After. Agee hat Harm is this to 
that of WI Proteſtant? As for offering the Holy Maſs to he Eternal Father, 
re equal, WI” apply the Fruits of our Redemption, it is what I do not ſufficient- 
dro pro- ly underſtand, nor I believe this New Editor himfelf; but of 
into the Artis | am ſure, that there is no ſuch thing ſaid in Robert's Life 
"= of Wmefrede : His Expreſſions are, the celebrating Maſs, and cele- 


brating the Divine Myſteries ; and further he goes not. What 
Occalion has a Proteſtant to be difturbed at hearing that Peo- 
ple of old honoured Reliquer, when he himſelf would honour 
them, were he aſſured they were the Reliques of Chrift's 
Saints and Martyrs ? What a ridiculous Thing is it, to fancy 
that Proteſtarits have not the fame Curioſity, and the fame, 
Aſſections that Papiſts have in thoſe: Matters, could they be- 
lieve they were not cheated in the Wares? They would not 
proſtrate themſelves before'an old Shooe, though they were 


= fore it were St. Cyprian s; they would not lift up Eyes or 
oy Hands to him in Prayer on that Account, nor rub any Beads. 
XY upon it; they would do nothing filly, nothing ſuperſtitious to k 
* 'Ty it, or before it; but I believe they would give Money for it, they 4 


would look often on it, conſider its Shape, and Mike, and Mat- 
/ F 7 | ter Py 
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„ I The Editor's Preface: © 2 
ter, preſerve it carefully, and would. not Joſe, it: For'a.co 
Ip 2 Price; and I know not whether they would not vale 
ren h his Foot. The Difference betwixt us , aut 

| we are longer in believing ſuch à Religue belonged. to fg, 

4 . \ Saintthan the Papiſts, and o not afterwards think it can work 

1 ſo great Miracles as they are apt to think. And, laſtiy, why 

= ſhould a Proteſtant be loth to believe, that praying for the Faiths 

43 ful departed was heretofore ale, when he knows, if be.be 

s 2 Scholar) that ſome People did aftually pray for the Virgin 

Mary and the Apoſtles, and other holy Men and Women, when 

they were ſure, and owned that_the were ſure, they wen 

in * and appy ? What is all thi che ue un- 
eſs it be made our Duty, and /enjoin'd by God, or plain that 
it is uſeful to the Living and the Dead? Has not a Protellant 
as much natural Affection to his Relations, as much-Kindne( 
o his Friends, and as much Compaſſion to all Chriſtians, as : 

Popiſt has? And what ſhould keep him then from pray 

ing for ſuch as departed this Life in 3 leſs: ſaſe Con. 

dition than he fears they ſhould, but that he finds 110 mas, 
ner of Ground in God's Word to believe that any thing 
we do can alter that Condition for the better ? That ſince 
7 the Holy Ghoſt has ſaid, that every Man muſt give an Account 
=_ 6 God of his own Works, done in the Fle it would be 
1 EX ſtrange that anather's Prayers, or Alms, or Faſtings, or Ob 
a ations, ſhould attone, or be accepted for my Tranſgreſſians, 
when I am dead, All Men are willing to believe the things 
that make for their Security, their Eaſe, and Intereſt; and 
therefore Proteſtants can have no Prejudice againſt theſe Doc- 
trines, but that they are perſwaded there is neither Reaſon got 
r- to ſupport them. But, after all, Elerius does no 
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y that Wencfrede ſhould pray for him, when dead; he fays 
he was glad that God had ſent her to that Place, to bury him, 
bi when dead, Meique Memoriam poſt Obitum meum habituram, and 
| J 98 to make honourable Mention of him after his Deceaſe; for ſo 
he explains it afterwards, Nui &; me ſepeliret, &ꝙ hund incolen 
= Locum poſt me, re um faceret, for which he ſaid he had 
= rayed to God: Not but that People did, in-E/erivs's ſuppoſed 
3 ime, pray for the Dead; and that memoriam habere does allo 
| ſignify to remember the Dead, by reading in the Dypricks the 

ames of che Deceaſed, as was the Cuſtom of much eldet 

imes; hut it ſignifies here no mare than remembring him, 


. * " 


when dead, with Honour. 
KF" | » If theſe Chriſtian Articles are to be ſet aſide, and an. 
„ tiquated, by. Canſequence general Councils, canonized 
= „Doctors, and ancient Hiſtories, muſt be ſuppreſſed and 
= „ repealed, as delivering and encouraging 11 ſame' pri- 
= oj mitive Dorin... eG 
5 4%, & 4+4ie bh 6 olun- 
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Voluntary Vows of Poverty, honouring Reliques, and bse 
ing for — Dead, Tho' ſhould all of them be innocent 
and allowable, yet might be ſafely laid aſide, not only 9 1 


out Prejudice, but to the A of Chriſtiahity. 30 
are, at the belt, t Snares, Occaſions of many Errors, | 
the Foundation of -a World of ſuperſtitious - Practices; they 
help to fill the Monaſteries and Nunneries, and furniſh out 
Proceſſions and fine Shows; and by feeding the Fire of Pur- 

atory, they provide..a good Income for the | Prieſts, But 

hriſt's Religion was compleat 'before theſe things were 
thought on; and ſo it would be, tho" all the Councils, Doc- 
tors, and ancient Hiſtories that treat of theſe Articles, were 


at the Bottom of the Sea, never to riſe again. * 


„ Quick-fighted Alford foreſaw it expedient, if not ne- 
„ ceſſaty, to ſolve an Objection which ſome captious 
„ Criticks might glory in, vis. Why Y. Bede makes no 
„Mention of glorious St. Wenefrede in his Hiſtory : He 
„ anſwers, That Bede, Malmesbury, Huntington, and other 
» ancient Authors, who wrote at large of ſome Saints, 
„ are filent in the Praiſe of our Virgin Martyr, becauſe 
» they only recorded the Acts and Monuments of their 
„ reſpective Saints and Churches. V. Bede in particular 
„ declares he only deſigned to write the Hiſtory of his 
„ own Nation, which was the Engliſh Saxon. Hence he 
„ makes no Mention of St, Parrick, St. Urſula, David, 
„ Dubritius, Kentigern, who were illuſtrious. Lights of 
„the Britiſh Church. Alford adds, that there being an. 
„ irreconcileable Separation, betwixt the Britain and Sax-: 
„ ons, not only as to Diſtance of Place, but likewiſe as to 
,, Tempers and Affections, all Manner of Commerce was 
„ interdicted; inſomuch that V. Bede, who lired and 
„ died in the North of England, could not have ſuch cer- 
„ tain Knowledge of what paſſed in the Weſt, as to in-- 
„ ſert it in his Hiſtory. | | | #, 


I have, in the Chapter of Notes, urged this Objection farther 
than Alford could think fit to do, and conſidered his Anſwer 
ſo thoroughly, that I will ſay but little to it here, and refer 
the Reader to that Chapter, if he require more Satisfattion. 
V. Bede, as much a Stranger as he was to the Britiſh Affairs, 
and 1 all the Enmity betwixt the Nations, yet 
wrote the Hiſtory of St. Alban, and of 8 S. Julius, and Aaron, 
who were Pritains, and ſuffered at Caerlcon upon Ui; and I 
believe, if ever he had heard of Wemefrede, he could not have 


forborn telling us her Story: So would Stephen Heddins his 
: ; c on- 
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Contemporary in his Life of iu Archbilliop 6 
where he hivoften Occaſion to talk UH the Britains, _— 

always calls Schiſmarichrꝭ, becauſe they, would not po fe 
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ir on the {ime Diy with the Romi Church, nor ut iy 
of the Pope's Barbers, but polled their Prieſts Heads by 
Pattern of their own. I ſay the ſame ching of W. min 
Huntington, Et hel ward, Ingulfus, Florentius Wigern ; of | Rite 
| Hoviden, Roger of Wendover, Robert de Minty; Walter Hag 
Matthew Paris, Matthew Weſtminſter z and, in a Word; of all 
the Writers, good and bad, from Did to Ranulph Higdal A 
Monk of Cheſttr, about the Yeat'r360; There is not otic ef 
them has ſo much as named her Name, till the laſt far her 
Story into 18 or 20 monkiſh Latin Rhymes, aud gave id us i! 
Poem, intitled De Laudabilibus Wallis. The Anſwer to all 
this is, it ſeems; that they were ill of them Angle, ig 
norant or envious Wtiters, or whb) had ſomething elſe do de 
than to take any Notice of foreign Saints. | But this will never 
aſs upon any Man, who has ever.read all, or any of thel& Au 

| Work There is not one of them who would not have gone 
4s hundred” Miles, as it were, out of his Way, to have told 
the Story of Wehefredr's Head beit on again upon bet 
Shoulders; not one of them who would not ſooner have'left 


out a whole King's Reign, than Weheſrede's Reſuſcit # i, Had 

he believed or heard of any ſuch. thing. You may be conft- 

dent, therefore, that the utter Silence of each and all of clieſs 

Hiſtorians, did proceed from any Deſign, Spite or nati- 

onal Pique, but from pure 2 of the Matter. That 
t 


. 


de makes no Mention of St. patrick, Dubrice, Davie, and 
tui gern, is indeed an Argument to me, (conſidering the Tem- 
t of the Man) that he knew nothing of them. But 
fing that he had heard of their great Virtues, and yet 
would mate no Mention of Men or Things that were foreign 
to his Hiſtory, (which yet is not his Way) does any ons think 
it poſſible he ſhoulg have congteled the Story of ienefrede, 
had he known it? The reſt of the Saints were very extraordi- 
nary Perſons indeed, and famous in their Day, but not one 
then hid His Head cut off, and ſet on again, which makes 
— know a great Difference betwixt St. Werefrede and them. 
ut the Force of the ObjeR&ion does not lie in the Silence of 
. Bede alone, but in the Silence' of all Writers whatfoever, 
that treat of our Affairs, not only Ang/o-Sexons, but of Nenn- 
10, 4” Menevenſis, Jeftery of Monmouth, Caradec of Lantarumy 
and of (one as good as all in this Point) Giraldus Came 
who were all of them Britains, Hiſtorians, and very good Be» 
levers: of whom I have given an Account (as [ c in ano« 
ther — which I muſt needs refer the Reader, if he be 


ay ways ru pulou 
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to th Devout Pilgrims, 49 
„ In this little Undertaking, I looked on my ſelf 484 
„ Debtor to the Unwiſez a well as 10 the Wiſe ; therefore in 
„ bandling the Subject, I avoided all quaint and uncom— 
„ mon Exptefſions, as might require Study in the Vulgar. 
„ Plainneſs of Stile, without Theatre-dreſs, beſt becomes 
, thoſe who write to inform and edify the meaneſt State 
„and Condition. 8 | | 


The Editor of this Book, if he were ſo before, is ſtill » 
Debror to the Wiſe, for, ſurely, he has paid them nothing in it. 
] am alrogether of his Mind, that plain Language-beſt becomes 
thoſe, whoſe Purpoſe it is to inform. and edify plain People; 
but he who finds himſelf „ Debtor to rhe Unwiſe, ſhould alſo 
think he ought to pay them with plain Truths, as well as plain 
Engliſh; and I am a little afraid that even he Pilgrims will not 
go away much edified with this poor Story he has told them. 


„I will not detain you any longer (my dear devout 
» Pilgrims z) yet before I take my Leave, I moſt hum- 
„ bly and earneſtly crave a charitable Remembrance at 
„the holy Nel; and I faithfully aſſure you of a grateful 
„Return. We are all of us Paſſengers in this World, 
» and no more than Strangersand Sojourners upon Earth. 
» Let us unite in Prayer, for a happy finiſhing of our 
” Journey, that after this mortal Pilgrimage, we may ſafe- 
„ ly arrive at the glorious Fountain of eternal Life, where, 
,, we ſhall be inebriated with a Torrent of Pleaſure, 
, rendring Thanks, loving and adoring our moſt merciful 
„and omnipotent God, World without End. 


To this I have 71 to ſay, but a ſincere Amen, as wiſh- 
ing both the Author and his Pilgrims all true Happineſs But I 
take this Opportunity, to deſire the Reader not to cenſure me 
too eaſily, as one who has taken too much Pains, and ſhewn 
my ſelf too much in Earneſt, in confating ſo poor a Story as 
this of Wenefrede, Holy-well is a Fountain of great Superſtiti- 
on; and as ridiculous and idle as the Fable may appear to Pro- 
teſtants, it does not, as yet, appear ſo to the Papiſts : And it is 
for their Sake and Service that I have taken the Pains theſe Ob- 
ſervations coſt me and for their Sake would take much great 
er, if I knew I could be uſeful to them, in ſo doing. 
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„ WENEFRIDE, [77 


iN us the een Motives of 
Wl bibty, a he big the & 


ted Ch 

| ich 42 built — 
for the moſt Part on 
theo, conſummate — 
eniable Miracle allergy 
their due Places, The holy A eg befo . 

1 ted to promulge the dee in 5 


Ni Mal, 


. bot bf Faith f. 9 — molt Gre 
+ {RAE 0 
1 Chriſt, | ha ed with the TIE of biumo his 
* Neo, is * Ne i ede le, 


. ſpeak 
— or to 
Selle lo which * 


: (a) Other pretending to Religio 
yk more properly, Yates way ory 
we erfully invites and hyinge * yaſt 


a 


(„T a new Thing to hear, that Papi c in 

" turn Proteftants, that they may llve more! 1 — a 
WT large than they might have done in their own qty tw 
| 'Twill hardly be believed: by any one who knows how indu 
gent moſt of their Confallors are, and What Allowances the 
make. I fear that neither Side has much the Advinuge a 
Reprosches of this Nature, as to woe 1 but certainl 
Principles and Rules of Proteſtants allow of ao valawſul 
ties ig any Rind whatever. 


great Crowds; 
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e - The Life of St. Wenefride. 
.... (b).As.c0-Miracle;, Which ſet a Seal cn theme 
k, che immortal Cen of God hath aſſured us, that thole 
be bilieve i d ſhall do greater Wonders that be 
wrought I6 Oe. Jobs ivy, 13. The Life of N. . 
fed is very conſpicuous, ad to both thefe genuine Mais 
1 Nenn * 8 Ty clearly N 
her wo tons, and the feyeral Steps 
\ arrived at. ſo hi 12 by 2 
In the ſeventh Age after Man's Redemption flouriſhed 
many Saint; of both Sex. I hall only mention thole 
chic | concerned in this ſhore Hiſtory, (e) St, Benn, 
ty 


th ious Inſtrument of St. Mae ids letond Life 
a "waa born of noble Faro in 4 ra 


| 


Sancti 


a — — 
a 15 It neither ty nor can de literally troe, ther any one over 
di — Miracles than Chriſt did. The Apoſtles and ef 
Diſciples of Chriſt might work were Miracles than their 
Maſter, and thelr 9 might convert more People te the 
Frith, and have a greater and a quicker Effet upon their M 
than thoſt which our Saviour wrought amony the Jews, : 
in this Senſe the Words were juſtified by the Event 4 the 
y Converſion of ſo great a Part of the World by fo few 
ands, in ſo ſhort a Time, as both the Scriptures "and other 
ancient Writers tell us was done, is a convincing Proot that 
the Servants were, in this Point, greater than their Maſter, 
and the Diſciples. than their Lord. But to imagine that an 
of them either did ot could work ron Miracles than Chri 
did, in caring all Diſeaſes by «= Word, and in his Abſence, 
and raiſing People from the Dead, and the like, is to imagine 
What no Man living can comprehend, and what no Hiſtory, 
that can, be credited, has ever given us any Inſtance or Et» 
ample of. But fpr this I refer the Reader to The Chapter of 
Miracles, in whic 1 have ſhewn, that this of Se, Jehn 14. 1» 
ed Texts that is laicks a Foundation for 
e moſt ridiculous and moſt abſurd Legends in the World: 
And that I might not want en Inſtance of the Application of 
this Text to this bad Purpoſe, the preſent Book affords me 
one. The Miracles of St. Wenefrede are, it ſeems, to con» n 
vince us, that that Promiſe of our Saviour was made good in and n 
her great Works. | 3 
(e) See The Life of St, Beano, at the End, tranſlated from 
the Britiſh-M.S. in Jeſus. College, Oxon, and which is certainly 
of equal Credit and Authority with The Life of 'Wenefredsy 
and may be of great Uſe in fixing the Chronology of thels' 
Saints Lives, which is as yet ſomewhat doubtful, 


69:9 


* od Bos 


ee $6, Weneſrids 42 © 
at the Fall of the River Rhyw'into ern, therefore-cal. 8 
led Aberhyw. His Father Biyfi deſcended lineal 

Cadell 


Prince of Gly/noig z and his Mother derived her Po- 
di des Rem Anne, (who was marry'd to the King of the 
al Siſter to the mighty and renowned King Abu 
who departed happily this Life, aud was interred ut 
Glaſtenbuyy, in the Year 342. His Grandfather wad St. 
Gundeleint, and he was near related to ſeveral eminent 
Saints z amongſt the'reſty he was Couſin German to St. 
9 


Kentegern, Biſhop of Gla who, fore'd from Svee/, 
founded the Biſkoprick of St. Aſ«pb,' from his Diſciple 
that Name, whom he left to govern that Church.) ©» 

Young Rense was educated under the Direction of a ho- 
ly Man called St. Dange/ſine ; and? he advanced ſo faſt in 
PerfeQion, that he ſpene ro ve three-Days and Nights 
in continual Prayer, ſo that he wu drawn with Reludtan» 3 
ey to refreſh fainting Nature, He took an early Surfeit of 
worldly Vanity, he renounced the flattering Alloremente | 
of terrene Pleaſures, and exchanged the glittering Gran- * 
deur of an opulent Fortune for the poor Habit of a Menkg 
reſolving to ſpend the Remainder of hie Dope in the 
Practice of Evangelical Counſels. Being well ſertled; 
and throughly 28 in the Apoſtolical Inſtitute, be 
obſerved the ene Practice to promote the 
Honour of his Creator. When he had built a Church and 
Monaſtery, and there eſtabliſhed regular Diſcipline, he 
removed to ſome other Part of the Country to perform 
the like Duty to God; ſo that in few Years he became a 
common Father to numerous Religions, who reſpected him 
as their holy Founder. Nee 

This zealous Monk having finifhed his N at 
noc JV. awr in Carnarvanſbire, found bimſelf awer ully 
NN to viſit his Relations in al Fa is true, he 

a 

| 


long before bid adien to all Ties of : Fleſh and 
Blood; but he underſtood this Call as a Voice from 
Heayen. A rich and potent Lord in that Part of North 
Wales where now Holy-well is, had marry'd the virtuous: 
and noble Lady Menlo, (4) N to St. Beuno. His Name 

| +» Ay. way 


— 
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(%) To ſatisfy his complaining Pilgrims, the Editor (or ra», 
ther Apthor) of this #new uf, very careful to give tbem a 
ery particular Account of Wenefrede's Relations. He bells“ 


AY 
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the laſt A 


was Thewieh, ſome write him Trebwith 3 but a Manuſerjp 
pow before me, of one of the /eruditeſt Tha Ng of 
ge, lay in ays his Name was: Tyvid. 'T rents of 
Weneftide, by an exemplar and truly Chris» Life, 
| od their high Extraftion. They e bang — 
tue as, the moſt diſtinguiſhing I 
vicious Potentatea, Mhe are contempt bo be 575 
the King of Ning. St. Wenefivde, the eps |,» 
Brieain, was bord in the tron eſome Reign Kine a 
wallawsn z and St. Nang made Vike to his Rrother-in. 
Law's; Houſe, in the Reign of: King (#) Zu 1 
cond of that Name. The venerable 1 ws 
much Humility, and great Modeſty, made If known, 
he told them, That Re wes ſent by ' {mighty God-to hs 
nour him there; 28 he had done in other _— z and that 
he neither expected. nor era ved any other Fayour, — 


* 1 — — | — — — — 

us, "ww Mother 2 a Wenls, and that St. Bause t 
ber Uncle, and her — Name 4 : Which are Di 
overics that are 59 ging. Tips no: to the MS. that Was Lr. 


im ; for Robert of Salop ſays no ſuch thing, nor the © 

of Peony, nor the Cotton MS. nor any other Account, Latin 
Fo ngliſh, in 55 or in Proſe (for T have all before me, in ink 

bundance.) However, Ido not queſtion the Edztor's . 
herein; . only take Occaſion from hence to ray tal 
Pilgrims to conſider upon what Uncertainties they travel, up- 
— what poor and wretched Bottoms the Lives of their Sainte 


built. 
* The Editor ſays Bewno viſited his Siſter in the Reign lf 
King Elsith 74 of #hat Name. I believe it would 2 
the eruditeſt Antiquari * of all Wales, to tell us, w bed oc 

here, Fluith, either Fitſt or Second, reigned. But fince he eg 
bY this Miſtake from F. F. the Feſuit I will ſet them 

ght. It is in Roberiu- 1 thus — Pervenit ad Pradlun 
cujuſdam Magni & Pirentiſimi Hiri, mins Theuith, gut fare 
ius ſummi atque ente lentiſimi Senateris, Rege Sreundi, Bluith 
nemive. Which is in Engliſh — He come to the Mannor- I of # 
certain great and mighty Man, whoſe Name was Tevith ; who'w 
the 22 moſt high and excellent Lord, and tht very next Man He 
the King, whoſe Name was Eluith. The Jeſuit had, by conſtru- 
ing wrong, created a new. Prince of North Wales, (of — 
there wos no Manner of Need ;) and tho' he be now dep 
ed, yet Wenefride has 1 got a Grandfather, even LU 
the Father of Truth, whe, 3 * „ hereafter Dr 
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te ugh js 8. Wendivils, az 


ſmall Pare of dis large Territories, ſufficient to build a 

. Joe tary mad my ſelf (ſaid he) will dejly - 
Sa . 

| I ſhall ile hin, Fo the future) was not in 

8 miſerable Catalogue of thoſe thoughtleſs blind World. 


and 4 but 


lings, who are a in Vani 
Rare and Anh erde Propoſal of parting with ſmall 


Matters for the Advantage of their Souls. No, he look'd 
forward with other Eyes, — a more permanent he- 

than here upon ſordid · Earth; thereforere turn d the 
Glowing rw p : With good Reaſon, holy Father, I am 
obliged ” give yen Parr of the Lands 4 nw poſſeſs, for his 
Sake and Service, who: beſtowed them all upon me, You have 
pleaſur's me, in abr. _ — , which 4 more advantagi- 
ous to me than to you — — from thit very 
Day, I do lach, AJ ot and my Pt 


tba Manor I now lius in, and with Joy J urrender unto you all 
my Right and Title, and I put you into Poſſeſſion, I humbly . 
beg a Favour, that having one only Child, a off Virgin, 
10 — ſpecial Comfort, you'll inſtrutt her in heavenly Cooker 

that her Life and Converſation may be holy, pleaſing to God, 

and joyful to her Parents, Aſter this generous Settlement, 

the Nobleman made choice of a Dwelling-Seat, not far 

diſtant from the Place he had given to St. Beuno ; where; 

on a Hill, he could ſee the Church, where the Servants of 
Ged praig'd their Maler. 

As Con re ex the Great, at the Building of 8t. Peter's 
Baſilica, diveſting himſelf of his Imperial Robes, took up 
the Spade, — Ground, and carry'd twelve Baskets of 
Earth, in Honour of the twelve Apoſtles, to caſt into the 
Foundation, in Teſtimony of his Devotion to the primi- 
tive Princes of Chriſtianity AS in Imitation of this heroick 
Pattern, the noble Lord Thewith ſet aſide State and Birth, 
many times putting ha #wn Hands to the holy Work. This 
he did to encourage others, and to contribute in ſome ſort 
to the finiſhing of the Fabrick. The Church being made 
fit to offer in it it the ( . Divine Sacrifice, he and his Spouſe, 


vith their only Child, were daily preſent at holy 
| — 


_— 


(f) Thave already obſerved that this is none of Robert's Ex- 
prefſions, but of the Editor s own making ; as moſt of the Life 


itherto is, 
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Aſi. They had this pious Cuſtom, to place their Daughl 
nm the Soins' Feet, at the Time of bis Exhortations 

the People, advifing her to give Attention to his excelley 
Doctrine, This was not neceflary, altho' religiouſly ſug 

geſted by pions 1 * The 590 ſo * wy | 
with a ho ight in hearing him preach, that 
quently vice him alone, to 4 — ol 

and Chriſtian Performances. 


fre. 
of Self-Knowledge 


"Twas her Parents Intention to ma her to ſome Ne 
blemar of the Country, and to —— her a moſt plen- 
0 


tiful Fortune; but hex ever bleſſed Redeemery in 
tender Years, was diſpoſing her ſweetly for his (Service, 
By St. Beuno's frequent Diſcourſes, ſhe underſtood hoy 
great, how good, and. how glorious the heavenly Spouſe 
Was; that voluntary Virgins are like Angels upon Earth; 
that they follow the Lamb wherever he goes, Apoc. xiv 3 thit 
the Honours of the World are vain, and its Pleafugts 


'  ſhott-liv'd ; fo that the very e of Terrene Hushand 
Wherefo 


2 hurt ful unto her, re ſhe reſolved to keep 
herſelf (g) undefiled, and to conſecrate her pure Vit 
nity to the Lord of Heaven and Earth. One main Dj 
culty ogcurr'd, how to render her Parents fayourablets 
this heavenly Call. She burned with the Love of d 
and at the ſame time ſhe reſolved to- fulfil the Command. 
ment of honouring Father and Mocher. In this Struggle be. 
twixt Divine Vocation and Chriſtian Duty, the By/togver of 
all Lights put her into a Method how to prepare the Way 
towards her Happineſs, by making uſe of $t. Beuno, 61 
_ glorious Inſtrument. | » 4154/4 {5,70 
This holy Man was honqured as a Saint by her Parents 
and by Conſequence ſhe knew very well, that he had great 
Power and Authority with them, and they would not ge- 
ject any reaſonable Requeſt made by him, ſuch as ſhe 
took hers to be. Impatient of loſing Time, for compleat- 
ing her Deſign, having found him one Day alone, and at 
Liberty, ſhe a vainted him with the holy Fruits of bid 
moving Diſcoyrieg, and after a very pathetick Manner; 
humbly petitioned for his zealous Concurrence, in pre 
ſerving 
— — — 
(x) Se. Paul's Opinion is, that Marriage is honourable” in all 
apd the Bed undefiled: but the Monk's Opinion is, that they who 
would keep themſelves undef/id, muſt not mar! y. Wl 
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ſerving the rich Treaſure of her Virginity, which ſhe 10. 
ſolved never to part with, for all the that the flat · 
tering World could make her. St. Beaune was bly 
ſurprized at this moſt welcome News; for, as St. Paul he 
defir'd all ro be likp wnto N 1 Cor. xi. 1. He had un- 
ſhaken Confidence in God's Power and Goodneſs, that he 
who had begun the Work, would give it the finiſhing 
Stroke, Moreover, being no Stranger to the fingular Pie- 
of thoſe he was to treat with, he chearfully undertook 
te Tanks to the unexpreſſible Satisfaction of the expect - 
ing Virgin. I fi et adi 106 n 
- — read without flowing Tears, how faithful 


Hand lifted up to ſacrifice his Son Iſaac, his only begotten 
Son, whom he lovid, Gen. xxii. 2. not ſo much as demur-/ 
ring at the firſt Intimation of the Omnipotent ; perchance 
it may move us to Devotion, by a. ſerious Conſideration, 
how the Lord Thewith entertained this unexpected Petiti- 
on of his dear Child. Befides the internal Gifts of Grace, 
and apparent Vertues; which charmed her devout Parents, 
her Stature was well proportion'd, her'Face was matchleſs, 
her Modeſt equalled her Beauty, Qualifications much ad- 
mired by Mankind. She was the agreeable Object of 
a their Eyes, the Support of their Family, and the Proſpect 
le be. Wof their Happinels upon Earth. Let no ſooner had St. 
wer of WI Benne delivered his — as to the Nature of the 
Way ing, That it was a ſort of Holocauſt to ſacrifice their 
4484 WAfcAions, and to bequeath to their God the deareſt Crea- 
ure in the World, whom they loved more than they 
did themſelves, with other perſuaſive Reaſons to the ſame 
dect; the holy Man, I ſay, had no ſooner ended his 
Diſcourſe, but contrary to the Weakneſs of other fond Pa- 
tents Tears of Joy came trickling down Lord Thewith's 
Cheeks, who with his N broke out in the Praiſes 
of Jeſus Chriſt, for ſo hy fayouring their only Child, 


nd free Leave to forſake the World, wiſhing her a ha 

py Progreſs in the Way of Perfection. They likewiſe 
leclared, That the heavenly Spouſe having made choice of 
her, they intended to make him Heir of what they de- 
bened for her Dowry, by diſpoſing of the ſame, to his 
greater Honour, in and religious Uſes, They drew 


lo this Advantage to themſelves, of renouncin rj 
"IF, orld, 
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Abraham, in Obedience to God's Command, had his 


They then called for their Daughter, and gave her full 
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World, fo far as was conſiſtent with Perfons in their dug 
tion, They entered into a firm Reſolution of giving to 


the Boer great part of their Princely Wealth, of reti 
from Worldly Noiſe and Hurry, that with arr undepehe 
ing Freedom they might be more abfolute Maſtere c 
mort Time, to provide and ſend before them never eng 
Treaſures in Heaven „ben 1100008 
The pious Virgin receiving this coveted Grant, .confly. 
ded that ſhe could never return ſufficient Thanks to Gf 
for the Favour. She watched whole Nights in the Church 


either kneeling, or proſtrate before the, Altar, where ſhe 


imagined to herſelf that ſhe-was in her immortał Spanſes 
Preſcnce-Chamber. Contemplation raiſed her up into 
miration of His infinite Perfe&ions ; ſo that to hear Jeſw 
Chrift only named, brought joyful Tears into her Hees 
from a flaming Heart. Pure Delights overflow'd hi 
Soul, and looking towards Heaven, the World appeafed 
baſe and contemptible. To add Fuel to this pleaſing/Fire 
ſhe procured a: httle Oratory near unto St. Beund's Cel, 
to viſit him with greater Eaſe in the Day. time, and infMent 
Night to practiſe her Maſter's Spiritual Leſſons. 
he implacable Enemy of Mankind, ſuſpecting thit 
ſuch high Beginnings of Perfection in tender Years, ig 
rove a powerful Invitation to other Noble Virgins of 
Fiſmp themſelves and the World, employ'd one of hi 
incarnate Emiſſaries to deteat the Defign of the Holy Ghaft 
What Hell cannot effect by its own immediate Suggetti 
ons, it too frequently brings about by the infinuating Al. 
guments of lewd Mortals, Wherefore, ſuch as indiie 
others to forfeit Divine Grace by mortal Sin, ate deteſa- 
ble Inſtruments of rebellious Lurifer. As the Devil 
into the Heart of Judas Iſcariot to betray the Son of Gov, 
John xiii. +. ſo he caſt an impure Flame into the Heart of 
Cradocus, King Alen's Son; to commit a ſacrilegious Rape 
upon Chriſt's lovely Spouſe, He was ſottiſhly enamoured 
with the Charms of her Perſon, not caſting an Eye on the 
Beauty of her Vertucs ; ſo waited for an e 
ratify his brutiſh Paſſion, which thus happened, One 
unday St. Wenefride's Parents being gone to Church before 
her, and ſhe for a ſhort _ detained at Home on a ehe. 
ritable Account, ſoon to follow after; the Prince haw 
Intelligence, entered the Houſe, under Pretence of, But 
neſs with the Lord Thewith. At firſt the holy ald * 
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if hs 
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i wa ring) bis Inſincericy'os 'Deſigh; received bim 
with the humble A polo gi her are) 
A tb: entertain one of his RO 21 irth . wrt Fila 


ſe (laid ſhe) 2 2 "4 a more we +, 
775 ine-Servied Is , bet or br Will be at Liberty 10 ſerve 
von. Ts this rs this bandit add obliging Anfwer of the 'baſhful 
Vir in, Ceudo ca, now more than ever enflamed With finful 
Pele, reply'4 in the grenuteſt Diſorder, That nothing 
could be more recable than tony, in her beg 
fince it was then folely in her Power to make him hap 
If ſhe comply d with the ardent Defires of 4 cn 
Lover, ſhe might expect all the 71 his owet rand 
vality was capable of beſtgwing 
Ichough'the Virgin bluſh'd' and wandte it + the Tir. 


modeſty of this'wieked Prepbſal, yet tfectly 8 
ſent G berlelk in the d N Ger 75 l 
1 Heaven, ſte anſwer; 


with Divine Grure and L . 
That there was not the wy Doubt = made of enjoyin 
Honours; Wealth, and Worldly H appineſs, by Weg 
eſpouled to ſo noble a Privety that ſhe was id treat Con- 
fufion' to be ſo ſuddenly ſurprizedd in ſuch mean Attire 
not becoming his Preſen 1 Er NN permit me (ald 4 ſhe) 
to enter my = thun, to better my Dreſs. 
Cradocus in the Heat of "bis afion unwillipgly 1478 car 
to the Virgin Petition, yet could not wes bf equeſt 
7 with ſo much Modeſty and ſeeming Deference 
to his Qual ny: She no _— ot clear of ſo impudent a 
Gueſt, ipping out pri by another Doof, ſhe 
immediately ran towards ebe < arch, ſute of meeting 
with Tony jon there from ſo villainous an Attetupt. Mean 
time the Prince, impatient of ſo long a Delay,” and not 
without ſome Suſpicion of what had happened, 577 in- 
to the Room to Shich ſhe tetired nding her there, 
he purſued Her ſo eagerly, thikt h green es on the 
Deſcent of the Hill before : e could gain the Chutch. 
There with a drawn Sword in hor Hand, and with Fury 
in his Fave, he threatens to ſeparate her = from her 
Body, unleſs ſhe quickly conſented to his 
Here methinke a AF" a Neely c. ae of the 
Anguiſh and Perg A on r Sid of "chaſte Suſanma, 
whoſe Hondur * 4 4s attem 1 by the two 
laſeivious Fwy If ſhe . was Death to her, and 
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"dhe as ended, ke, lun up! his Hands to 
ven; the N . Prayer z O Lord Jeſus CA 
for whoſe ſake this he u contenin' d the Worlds aud lats 
gulſben 4 flew The 5 lotus Bowels of thy; Mer * 


Vows and Prayers hunibly offered unto The, M. ars fi 
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' Conte here — Reader) the Jay and Admin. 
tion which then tranſported all prefent at this wonderful 
Miracle; Tears | Out mor lou Fully, but bt 
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(k) one. Ms. fys * ond, but the Cena one and that 
Sit Jam ave fay the Offave Kalend. Jul, Sp * 
died upon the ſame Dey at Holy · wel ang Guitherin, And 
IL. wonder how the: Pigeon af unte with -his C 1 
in —_— n 14057 * , comp me h 335 nt Nt ay 55 
ſerved ont of Novem 705 ich n 1 
6 *. d * after her ſy 285 The 14 
. N, t Lifſons to be abe pot Veſtiva which are yet * 
ſeen in che Breviary Secaudum uſum Sarum, and which (L men. 
tion it Tor his Credit) are almoſt Word ſor Word - taken 
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ſrom 4 different Cauſe, They m 
boundleſs Goodtigſy 6f her Great 
to tiſe with the Saint tod Newneſd of 'veformi 


tematkable, d Mhen her Parent and others 
Gel, Rye 1 {hot ber Neek hey obſetved-a pare white Cire/t, 
10 laeger thi u a (inal! [Thea vite found * denotl 
the Place Where the Jeppe — ach been made, whi 
always dfter remained, 1 this the great Veneration 
of the People for her shanged her Name, Which was Are 
wa; (1) into that of in fed. Mu in the old It 
Tongue fignifles White, and other Letters were by an Al- 


teratſon 4 wy 8 this fo to render more 1 
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r of theſe 1 Work 
that they belle ve nothing that ſu 

faneifyl Tdeas 170 ole 15 Bann. eſe Reflners will 
be apt not only to carp A hat ls hy dl we ceoneernin ning 


this Holy Viegin's Return to Life, bu os alſo 
to 1%. wh t follows hereafter, of h ding - 5 


(i) Wim Brews, Why Pew; Win Frewn, Winefds, as Lenſan- 
% comes from #t. LL {wink "hy Se; B, The Gorton 
Liſs takes no Notice of the Ch 19 her Name, but ſays her 
Name was Wwmeſreds always, and, which is more, calls her Cen- 
4% Wmufreda j and yer he who wrote it; ſeems to have been a 
Wilhman, And the old Engliſh Legend of the Saints Lives 
ſays thus, And ever 4 long ys lived after, there apiered about 
ber Neck a Rednes round abodf, e te # rede tbrede of Silk, in Signe 
and Token of her Martyr demy ; which quite overthrows our Cri- 
ticiſm, It matters not much whether the Circle were white 
or red, provided there were any; and Robert aſſures us, that 
ifter her laſt Departure out © this World ſhe never ſhewed 
herſelf openly to any one, who ai noe alſo 185 this Go. 


which I dare Gy iq true. 2 11 ren 
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6 
emed and pioue Witneſſes, and handed down to Poſte- 
n by ab uninterrupted Trodieion for ſeveral Agee cog: 
vo BY ther, dd never quetMoned; gill: theſe our Days / [tive 
. Duty of every ;fations\-Mhn and pious Chr/tinw; rather to 
Eyre knowledge the. Goodpeſi.of Gody wiko appeared won- 
ate BY Lorful in theſe his Warks, wan diſpors his Power by ca- 
flood! ling et Fas, only becaule they ſeem to Mock his fooliſh 
We imagination.  T'o-condeſeend 10 the Wenkneſs.of furare 
1 Ages, Dizine Proyidehce. [lems to have taken (particulas 
— Care we ſhould not want uadoubted Bxatnples of this Nas 

ee, to facilitate our Belief,” We know the Prophet M. 
1 HE + called bach to Life the Gon of the Su %,. 4 Kings 
PT i ir. . Peter rid Tabitha, and Br. Paul the! young Man 
Oblr BY that fell from the Windaw, All. Id. 20, Again; when 
be my BY the Send of the Prophets. were 2 Wood on 
oa! be Banks of the Rüwer Jordan, the Head of one of the 
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Axes fell [into the Water. The oy Tj Eliza 
cuttidg a Piece of Wood, in Form of 1 Ito it, cad it 
into the River, The — ep ane pra] contrary to its Na · 
ture cnme from the Botrom, and Joyn the Wood, 4 King 
1. If ſome of out modern Ceiticks, who pretend to more 
Wit than Religion, durſt publiſh their prophane Notiors - 
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tures and our common on Religion b , vnequal- and ridi- | 
culous olmpatiſons f 0 — no 1 5 of God's Pow = 
to work whac Miracles, he pleaſes, and ar what Time, and 1 
in what Manner we only want Aﬀurance of the Fakt, from in 
Writers of Avrher ty and ' Credit, whoſe Skill, and Ho FO 
y, and Judgment, we with 'good' Reaſon depend ' 
upon, But muſt we preſently believe; that every firſt of 
May, a8 long as Bewne lived, the Virgin came and brought a 
urious Veſtment wra up in a Woollea Cloch, and laid x 
in the Midſt of the Well, which was from thence carried 
lown into the Ryver, and. chence into the Dea and thence in- 
d the Iriſp Sea, and thence into the Meni, and from thence 
0 1 Fae, where Bruno lived, and received it — and dry, © 
tif it had been carriedin'a Ship ; which is # Co At + 
gert 30 Miles, and has! as many Crooks, ind Wind inge, und = 
erverſe ralogs, 26 it is poſſible for the Sei und Land to 
ute, in ſuch a ls... we, I ſoy, believe this an 
| Miracle upon the Kredit 2 Monk or, ewo, dellv the 
ine 5co Years after the Fact, becauſe it way pot impoſffible to 
od, and becauſe che Scriptures tell 4 Lan wa af me . 
the Reibning of 
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64 mee , Weneide. 
on this Occafiori, as freely as they da in oiber mia 
Caſes, ** mentiand! in. Wiit, they would u 
What „ Sympatby the Iron 'wabmdved {ow the Bott 
1» of the River, o ſack for, and by what Art it nf 
„the Piece of ) Wood {w] jon the gu . of oth 
„ Waters Whether the Recovery of the loſt 'Hoad Why 
„Ax, was a:Matcer of ſuch Importance; that Go 
„ think fit to employ his Omaipbrence, | in workings 
„ great a Miracle eo find itt}, Dix to. Bless AMA 


— — in thoſe hi pretend to Ch Hνν 
. has been / pleaſedt © —— 
and the like Miracles, but — ER 
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with Divine Truth, and delivered down to ahne 
in the very Word of God it Celfb ot v/ Nen Ot RSTIR 
ls it harder to believe, that a little light Bundle shon 
float upon the Sea, and arrive (afe- in A Creek, mar n 
which St, Hen then lived, without the leaſt ige, 
than that the Head of — — Piece of . 
ſhould {wim upon the Surface of the Waters of rhe Ri 


finite Diſpati 
tute, _— 


xxviii. 20. and that they who believe in him; ſhall; 5e 

only do the Works he did, but even greater than thoſe 

they do, Joh. xiv. 12. Can the Hand of God be ſhot 

ten d 7 or, Can his Goodneſs. receive any Dima 
| + 70 
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m of $1, Wenehride: © 
0, no 4 your Omni 


vd of your Mercies there is no End 


zene to the Weſt Britains, and redounded 


ining in thoſe Parts, came to heir the holy Man's 

— in the Catholick Faith, fa pl receive Baptiſm, 

St. Wenefride, according to her former Practice, like 
Mary at the Peet of Chriſt, fat on a low Seat before him. 
She was never ſatiated with the heavenly Manna, which 
fell from his angelical Tongue. She counted as nothing 
what ſhe had already done or ſuffer'd, and. reſtleſs to be 
more ſtrictly united to her beloved Spouſe, ſhe af; — to 
the Height of Perfection. Wherefore ſhe moſt humbly 
degg d upon her Knees to be ſolemnly veil'd, (according 
to the Cuſtom of the primitive Ages) that by entring in- 
to a religious Courſe of Life, ſhe might put Hell to great. 
er Confuſion, which had _— attempted to diſhonour 
63d and her ſelf: But moſtly, chat ſhe might pour forth 
her Soul in the Preſence of her eternal Spouſe, with a 
flaming and diſengaged Heart, entirely his; and ſay, Be- 
hold I have left all things, and folldeved thee; St. Mat. xix, 


27. 
St. Beuno, with Tears of Joy, complied with this reli. 
gious Requeſt, and performed the Ceremony in a nume- 


the Spirit of God would raiſe her, for his own Glory, an 
the Improvement of others ; therefore he ſpent whole 
Days in cultivating her Soul, in what regarded 4 religious 
State. She, as an apt Scholar, took in {6 faſt the frequent 
Leſſons, and put them in Practice ſo. punctually: that it 
ſtruck her Maſter into Admiration. He finding Her ſo fat 
advanced in an interior Life, that ſhe was Even able to di- 
rect and govern others in the Way to Perfection, one Day 
be called for her Parents, and after the following Manner 
delivered unto them his Sentitments and Reſolutions. 

4s you (aa he) have moſt liberally beſtixwed a Churth and 
Houſe for the Service of God, and for the Help and Benefit o 
the Faithful, ſo hy Divine Majeſty has more than ſufficient 
requited your Charity, by conferring on you ſpirithal Favours 
but more eſpecially on your ce for the Time to comes 
you 


ence, 0 Lord, is fill the Carne | | 


' Whatever this inceedulous Age may think of this great 
bo » of our Saint's Return 0 Life it 4 ſo eri. 

o much to the 
Honour of God's Church, St. Brunp's Sanctity, and the 
Power he had with his Cr earor, that many fy 4 


rous Aſſembly. He knew to what a Degree 6f Sinftity 


66 The Life of St. Wenefride. 
1 ollow 4 a ſafe Guide, in our bleſſed: Redeemer's. 
2 fot call'd 45 Hea ven o Ane Place ; and 7 2 
you t th Grace and Goodneſs of God, and to the rare Exanyl 
of yout Daughter. Then turning to St. Wenefride, he (aid, 
Our Lord, dear Child, has appointed you to ſucceed in my La 
bours. March on in the Way of Virtue,” as la ve taught Jon, 
and guide others on the Road to Eternal Life. Gather in the 
very Place, for your heavenly Spouſe, many pare and dro 
Virgins ; but knew withal, that here. you ſpall not exd your Day, 
for after the Term of ſeven Years, ſpent by you in Prayer and 
Auſterities, for your own Merits, aud Edification of eehers Our 
gracious Lord will ſiummon you to another Place, t Stranger 
may be-iuſtrufted by you, and come to the true Knowledge aud 
Service of him, for whoſe Sake you fell a Victim of Purny, 
When the Auciems of Epheſus had heard St. Paul de. 
_ clare unto them, that they ſbould ſee uo more his Face, AR, 
XX. 25. they fell pon hs Neck, and there was great Wee. 
ing. In like Manner, when St. Wenefride was acquaint. 
el by her admired er, that ſhe ſhould not ſee him 3. 
ny more in this World, a lawful Grief ſeem'd to over. 
nx. Br her, To comfort her in ſuch deep Affliction, $t. 
Bueno took her by the Hand, and led her to the Chryſul. 
line Fountain, the Place of her Martyrdom ; where they 
fitting together on a Stone, bearing to this Day the Name 
of St. Bueno's Stone, and which lieth now in the outward 
Well; Tou ſee (ſaid he). the Monument here of your Suffer 
ings. Behold alſo the Stones, as tinflur'd with your Bload, 
which waz ſhed for the Glory of your heavenly Span ſe. Be you 
therefore attentive, and mindful of whas I do forexel you, con. 
cerning three ſpecial Favours, whereby your glorious Spouſe Jelm 
Chriſt will hereafter honour your 440 and by your Pra 
benefit others, The Firſt a, That theſe bloody Spots 2 
ne ver be waſh'd off from the ſaid Stones, but ever te- 
main, as triumphant Signs of your Blood, ſpilt in Defence 
of your Chaſtity. The Second , That any Perſon who 
ſhall devoutly ask T'emporal Bleflings, or Freedom from 
Spiritual or ral Diſtreſſes, to be obtained by yo 
_ * 228 the a mel co his Ne. 
uelt, if it be to the Honour xnd Glory of God, b 
2 Devotions three times at this Well. Ar 2 22 
for be not for the Advantage of his Soul, and therefore i 
not granted; at his Death, by your Prayers, he ſhall 
teap more ample Fruit, and in the next World ele 
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Bleſſings. The Third, That after my Departure into a 
more remote Part of this Iſland, God will give me a Call 
near unto the Sea Shore; ſo that whenever you ſend. 
Letters or Tokens to me, as I intreat you to do at leaſt 
once every Year, only caſt them into the Stream of this 
Fountain, and they will come ſafe unto'me. Mich Men- 
ders bo, be ylorionſly dionlged of you ; to rhe, End of the 
World. | Wasn: * 

He then conducted her back to the Church; where he 
added, Behold this Church, and Buildings round it, which have 
been rand by the 8 of your Parents; theſe I leave 
into you, 10 be converted into a Monaſtery of chaſte and holy 
Virgins, «vho moved by your pions  Inſtruffions and ex 
Life, may put in Praftice thoſe divine Leſſons, which 1 
ofien delivered unto you ; that ig, the Contempt of the World, 
and an entire ation of themſelves : which are the Foum- 
dation of religions Per fedtion. Strive therefore, dear Child, in 
all things, to exhibit your ſelf as a lively Pattern of Virene. As 
to my poor ſelf, I will go whither the 224 God ſball direſt 
me, and ſhall ever retain in my Heart and a moſt fatheriy 
and loving Memory of you. Nin: . h 794 

To experience the racking Effects of a rational Sexrow, 
is nothing derogatory to ſolid Virtue. i The Holy of Holies 
not only groan d, but wept at the Tomb of. Lazaris, St. 
John xi, 35. and he ſhed Tears upon Jeraſalem, St. Luke 
xix. 41. for the future Calamities of that obſtinate City, 
which would not know the Te of its Viſitation. The 
ol Prophet, a Man according to God's own Heart; upon 
taking his laſt Parewel of his beloved Jenathu, they wept 
together, bat David more, i Reg. xx. 41. It muſt not then 
ſeem ſtrange, that the tender Heart of this doleful Virgi 
Was ready to ſplit aſunder with Grief, at the laſt Ad 
in this World. The more he attempted to ſweeten this 
bitter Separation, his charming W 
Sorrow to float higher; inſomuch, that when ſhe ſaw him, 
with bis Staff in his Hand, ready to depart, ſhe rated the 
approaching Loſs as the heavieſt Croſs upon Earth, and 
could not forbear expreſſing thus her ſelf unto him ; Now, 
holy Father, I am to be left alone, as & poor Orphan Child unib- 
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nt a Nurſe, or as a filly Sheep amongñ raven Wolves, without 
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6s , Ly S. Wenefridæ 
ing Tears, ſo much 2 St. Beuno's Heart, that not h 
ing able to utter any Anſwer, he bleſs d ber with his Hand, 
— haſten'd his Pace in the Beginning of his Journey, 
Nothing now could comfort her, ſave only the freſh Re. 
membrance of all his pious Inſtructions, and an earnef 
Deſire of executing obediently his Commands. Accord. 
ingly, in a ſhort Time, ſhe aſſociated to her ſelf 
noble and devout Virgins, who obſerv'd ſuch Rules as ſhe 
eftabliſh'd for them. She order'd nothing but what fi 
ſhe praftis'd her ſelf; and Miracles were not wanting t 
increaſe her Authority, and the 4 of her Sandtiy. 
Their Love and Reſpect towards her, cauſed each of 
them to contend who ſhould be moſt forward in the [mit 
tion of her rare Perfections. They nauſeated ſordid Plez. 
Tures, they undervalued Wealth and Honours, and they 
ſeem' d to be Inhabitants of a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, in lov: ( 
ing and ſerving their heavenly Spouſe, the Son of God, $he 
povern'd her SubjeRs with endearing Commands, ſothy WM cb 
they obey'd with equal Merit and Content. She ei **; 
them in their Difficulties and Temptations, inſomuch tha WW 1, 
they obſerving her rigid Mortification, her angelical un cee 
ty, and knowing the ſtrict Union ſhe had with God in 

rayer, whatever ſhe deflar'd unto them, was recei du bec: 
Oracles from Heaven. | { 
The ſpreading Fame of gt. * was wonderfully WW 1d 
dilated by miraculous Cures of diſeaſed Perſons, They | 
were frequent and apparent, and divulg'd thro' other to ; 
| Parts of Wales, Many flock'd from diſtant Places to hea MW com 

her Diſcourſe, and to receive Inſtructions; whom heWMW pr 
ſent away with flaming Hearts, and ardent Defipes to be 
faithful and fervent in the Service of their God. The 
regretted'a. Return to their reſpeRive Habitations; 

as the Queen of Saba ſtood aſtoniſhed at So/omon's ſingular 
Wiſdom ſo theſe admiring Strangers magnified the cov 
Rant Happineſs of the Virgins ſhe govern'd, aud blau 
thoſe who always food before her, iii Reg, x. 8. they bar 
ing ſuch a ſecure eſs, and ſo tender a Moher. 

*.' Gratitude for received Favours is not only a moral Vir: 
tue, hut the eternal Employ of | Cherubins and Seraphim, 
who are now adoring, and offering never ending Thank 
to the infinite Goodneſs of their Qmnipatent Creator, who 
tommanded them wut of the Chaos of Nothing. St. Me 
weſride had mot grateful Soul ; ſhe honoar'd St. N 


nting to 
Sandi, 
each of 
ne Imitz. 
did Plex 
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in eminent Servant of God; ſhe loved him as a Faber; 
ſhe re ſpected him as a Maſter ; and could never ſufficiently 
acknowledge her Duty to her greateſt BenefaFor, after him 
who made her. St. Beuno delivered to her the firſt Rudi. 
ments of Perfection F he incited her to embrace a religious 
State; he obtained for her by his Prayers a ſecond Life, 
and poliſh'd her Interior, that ſhe was amiable in the 
Sight of God and Men. To make ſome ſmall Return, ſhe 
ſent him every Year a Token, after the Manner he had 
preſcribed, In the Beginning of May, (I) almoſt a Year 
after his Departure, with the Help of her religious Siſters, 
ſhe finiſhed a curious embroider'd Veſtment, (m) and wrap- 
Ping 


— 


() The Cotton-Life ſays this Preſent was ſent upon every 
Eve of St. John Baptiſt : and ſo it might come to Bewno u 

that very Of. on which her own Head, as well as St. John's, 
was cut off, 

n) This Editor tranſlates Caſuls by Yeſfment, tho? it proper- 
ly ſignify a Choſuble, which is ſomewhat for the Prieſts uſe, in 
celebrating Divine Service; But I incline to think it was ra» 
ther an ordinary Veſtment, or a travelling Coat, for daily uſe, 
becauſe the Corton-Life ſays, that wherever Daune went with 
this Caſuls, he was never wet in it, (that Power it ſeems it was 
indued withal) and from thence was called Bruno Caſulſeck, or 
Brune-drycoat, Now I think ſo * a Saint as Bewne, would 
never go abroad in any of the holy Habits, that were proper 
to the Prieſt whilſt he was officiating ; and moreover, the 
coming of the Veſtment dry, after ſuch a Voyage, was noe 
ſo proper to denominate the Saint Caſulſeck, as its keeping him 
dry when he was going about his religious Buſineſs in rain 
Wether would be. And tho! this be adding Miracle to Mi- 
racle, yet it is no great Matter, when compared with what 
the Monk Jocelinu tells us of good St. Kentigern, in the 35ch 
Chap, of his Life, namely, that whenever he went abroad, 
whether in Rain, or Hail, or Snow, there was not a Drop that 
fell upon him, but diſcharged it ſelf all around, and left him 
dry ; nay thoſe who went along with him did alſo eſcape theſe 
Inconveniencies ; ſo favoured of God was this great Saint. 
And leaſt the Reader ſhould incline a little to disbelieve this 
Account, the Author bids him remember, that the Iſraelites 
travelled forty Years, and their Raiment waxed not old — that 
nothing was impoſſible with God; which ſhews what excel - 
lent uſe the Monks are apt to make of Scripture Examples. 
The 838 ſays this Bundle that was ſent to Beuno, was not 
thrown into the Vel, but laid upon a Stone in the Well; which 
Stone ſailed, with its Freight, till it came to Benne Cell, and 
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Fountain. 


unto her, and the glorious Rewar 


0 


£1 


ing the fame in a Woollen Cloth, ſhe went down with 
Religions, and others, to the Well Side, and 
the Bundle inte the Water, ſhe ſaid, Holy Father, | 
ing to your Command, and my ren_ T ſend you this ſmul 
Token of my Love, To the great Aſtoniſhment of nume. 
yous Beholders, it paſſed down the Stream into the River, 
then into the Sea, and it landed near the Monaſtery where 
Se. Benne then dwelt, many Miles diſtant from the bly 


The holy Man was then walking on the Sea Shore, and 
wondered what that Bundle ſhould be; but opening it; he 
remembred the Charge he had given to St. Wee iS, and 
that, as he had foretold, it came miraculouſly to him, 
without the leaſt Sign of Wet or Moiſture, This V- 
ment he preſerved with great Care in the Church, for the 
Celebration of holy Maſs. He likewiſe received freſher 
Lights of her preſent and future Sanctity; how much 41. 


mighty God would be honoured by her, not only at Finben, I chere 


but in other Places whither Divine Providence ſhould di. Wl C 
rect her to go. The Yirgin never intermitted to ſend hin WM © © fo 
a yearly Preſent, till his moſt happy Death was reveald WW che 7 
was crowned with BW Ther: 
m Heaven. E 

This laſt Paſſage may appear to incredulous Drolls the BMI that 7 
moſt ſurprizing of all others in the Hiſtory of St. Wene. I altho 
fride's Life, therefore Divine Providence thought fit to WM © the 
authenticate the Memory of it to this very Day, and after 
this Manner. In Carnarvonſbire, eight Miles diſtant from 
the Town of Carnarvon, there is a little Creek where the 


Sea runs up, called in Wl (n) Porthy Caſſig (ns 
| V 


— 


there delivered it dry into his Hands. And why not, fince 
nothing is impoſſible with God, and ſince we are ſure that WF w 
Iron ſwam, and ſure that the Hand of the Lord is not ſhow: WF nige: 
tened ? But as ſure as all theſe things are, there is another full I of 85. 
25 fore and that is, that Menks can invent. | 4 made 

n) Porch y Caſſeg. The Editor is very much exalted at this Preſent 
lucky Incident, that there is ſtill a Creek in Carnorvenſbire, that 
is called Perth y Caſſeg, which ſhould be Porch y Caſul, or the 
Port of the Veſtment; and thinks it a full Proof of the above | 
told Story of the Veſtment's yearly Voyage from Holy-well to. level 
Beuns's Monaſtery at Clynog Ver; and ſays that the Port of the vritte 
Veſmens ſolves the Objection from the Year 660 to 1712. By 
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edly, as I could inſtance in other Appellations) for Poreb' 
y Caſſul, or the Port ef the ¶ ſtment. Here the firſt Pre- 
ſent of our Saint miraculouſly landed; and the Place re- 
tains the Name to this Day. Near unto this Inlet Rands 
4 Pariſh Church call'd Clyzneg, in which St. Beans 


was buried, his firſt founded Monaſtery being there. His 
Tomb is yet extant, and is had in great Veneration by 
the Inhabitants. The Hiſtory of . St. Wenefride's Life was 


curiouſly repreſented in the Glaſs Windows of Clynnog 
Church, but has been ſo defaced, that little now appears. 
What can be more perſuaſive to obtain Credit to this Mi- 
racle, than ſo ancient and ſo certain a Tradition, even to 
thoſe who uſe their utmoſt Efforts to deſtroy the Memo. 


ry 


. 
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this it appears, that he takes three things for granted; 1. That 
there is ſuch a Creek as Perth y Caſſeg ; 2. That this is Perth y 
caſal; and, 3. That this has been ſo call'd from 660 to 1712, 
i, 4. for 1052 Years, To the Firft I ſay, there is no ſuch Name in 
any of our Maps; nor is the Place known by that Name to 
the Inhabitants thereabouts, as I can learn upon Enquiry. 
There is ſuch a Place in Monmout hſbire, called now Parcaſſig, 
but in the Monefticon tis call'd Porthcaſſeg. To the Second I ſay, 
that Porth y Caſſeg, is as likely to be the Name as Porch y Caſſul, 
altho' ſuch Changes are very eaſy and natural. But I demurr 
to the Third Concluſion altogether ; for if this filly Story ſhould 
be but of the ſame Date with Prior Robert's Legend of Wene- 
frude, yet might the Place where this famous Veſtment was 
ſaid to land ay Year, be called, „. poor ignorant com- 
mon People Porth y Caſſul, without riſing to fach a Height of 
Time backwards as Bewno's ted Age rs. But after all, there 
s no Mention of Pert Caſſul, or any Port at all, by Robert, 
tho he be tediouſly particular in deſcribing the ſending, ſail- 
, and arriving of this Molli Veſſel, with its rich Freighe. 
he Corton-Life calls it Port-Sachlem, with Reference, in all 
Likelihood, to the Sack or Bag, in which this precious Coat 
was wrapped up, it being obſervable that that Word Sac | 
hifies the ſame thing in abundance of Languages. The Li 
of Beuno alſo is defective in this Point, there being no Mention 
made, therein, of the wonderful Conveyance of this yearly 
Preſent. But ſince the Editor ſays, That the unint erruptad Tradie 
tim Father te Son, for ſo many Centuries, is 8 claarer Atteſtat 
mof Fa, than if it had been recorded in written Hiſtory, it muſt 


den paſs; for I 1 
whether che noc 


leved, whether they be written, or 


ritten : This ſolves all indeed. 
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Aion from the Year 660 to this of 1911. A#A | 
cal Tradition is the unwritten Word of God, and byit 
we receive the holy Scriptures, and the ſacred Interpreta- 
tion and true Senſe of them, as what regards Infant" 
tiſin, c. let it be lawful for me to ſay, that as'to HI 

aith, uninterrupted Tradition from Father to Son for fo 
many Centuries, is a clearer Atteſtation of Fall, than ifit' 
been recorded in written Hiſtory. —_— 


- 


had 
After St. Bexno's Deceaſe, St. Wenefride be 


gan to feel in 
her Soul clear Illuſtrations and ſtrong Impulſes for remoy. 
ing from the Monaſtery where ſhe was. She had the Com- 
fort to ſee het Religiom ſo well grounded in PerfeQion 
that her Preſence was not neceflary z wherefore in the End 
of the ſeventh Year of her Government, (as the Saint had 
foretold her) ſhe took Leave of her ſpiritual Children and 
of her loving Parents. Tis eafily imagin'd, that av' the 
Virgin Martyn was under a ſevere Trial at the Departure of 
St. Dune, whom ſhe call'd her Father z in like Manner 
theſe noble religious Virgins had heavy Hearts and flow- 
ing Eyes, when they underſtood that their deareſt Moth 
was fully reſolv'd to leave them. To compoſe and quiet 
them, ſhe declar'd that it was the Will of God, andaat N 
had ſubmitted unto her, they ought to ſhew undiſturb 
Obedience to their heaven/y Spouſe 3 that all things ought 
to be welcome, coming from his fatherly Hand, and ap- 
pointed them by infinite Wiſdom. 80, having compleat- 
ed neceſſary Orders, ſhe embraced each of the Siſters, and 
choſe one of them for a Companion in her E Be- 
fore her Departure ſhe went down to viſit the Place of ber 
Martyrdom ; where falling upon her Knees in feryent * 
er, ſhe humbly beſought the Creator of Heaven and Ea 
to direct her in this new Pilgrimage, and likewiſe to inervaſe 
his Bleſſings on ſuch, who in a devout Manner ſhould 
that el, where for his Honour ſhe had ſuffer'd the Lol 
of her Life. The many Miracles in ſubſequent Ages 
gave clear Teſtimony that her charitable Petition had the 
_gracipus Aﬀent of ham who is the Beſtower of all good 
St. Weneſride having recommended to God her Monat 
ry of Finhon, her Parents, and her Friends, (e) Divine 


. 
- 
- 
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( The Editor of this Life, grows ſomewhat ſcrupulous is 
this Part of the Work, dares not expreſs liimſelf ſo freely as Iv 
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Providence diredted her 1 8 le. bleſſed ng 
ts T 
hens, nord 7. 4 gy ry 7 175 TE 
#mifrede ; whereas'the original tbe ſays, That havith 


the whole Night in Prayer and Warching, ſliv heard 1 
from Heaven that ſaid diſtinQly to her; Take thee» 


avs 
Maid for th 10 to bleſſed Deiſie, id 152 
„ 6 Place thy that is 15 e ne he ſhall . 


; hon art to 6, 3h hither th ou ©: For th 5 
' great In the Sight of God, and w 1 It 2 8 
i ments and O ow of the Ld 
' is ſaid that mighty in wd dre zurn. WA Tos 
' mong the 188 d a ts fiſt our of 7 
' frets 15 'his Hands over it; he pra — eo or wh 
ver 177 leh waſh therein) | ghe return home 
: ' ſafe ng 0 Tow have vo arent __ | 
at Com 97 man t 15 
confeſs, bt. en Lead Mo 


el Nee | Yar awe 
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the Delfer's and the Delcols' * 1 this R 
lation I take Rim for af * 1 1 wy wax * N 1 
0 n 


know not why his Srory ſhould 
<4 ad by horn the Reader with — — 


lected. I will not however 
cles aid by R * by _ by him 4 but obſerve, 
Wanfrede was i Ges ro gate Bejer yer 
thither, he k 1 ef of tha Ma 10 but 
would chat c eonſule wit by Prayer, * 
hance reveal that Matter to fo irc 
towards the Morning, « Voice om eaven di; 
to tell the bleſſed Virgin, that he muſt needs repair td 
where one Sturm ſhould inform her whüt 80 pry 
to 2 farther Place ſhe was to goi Stur Wits, 


more ſuſp ſpicious of 


. fot. her Reception, and having been 5 
of God before-hand, told her (bu + nor bofore o the had pat 
the whole Night in Prayer and 5 Gon An — 
v 
Place called Gwitheryn, where ſhe ſhould bel in e in 
the Will of God. Var exceIleht Work is yh 
— ind Divine Impubſes! Wir * God, to go : 
to Guithermel a Contle, as 

I gueſs, hrs about 8 Miles is Compaſs Wenefredd infpirebro 

to 'Deifer, Detfer, at length, ini ſend her hoy 
ind godd Sat 3 to 42 her forwards to Elia. 


next refort to vne. 5 who * ts de 

ma py / or wired — 0 from . 
Nei 
Elerine, at lift, inſpirgd to tell her ſhe muſt de a Nao, and 


then, in God's good e, an A fo. at Guitherine f T de 

much as diſpute whether Delſer, Saturnw, and Eleriiu, de * 

— Britiſh Names or not, but ſtand amazed that Pilgrims ſhon! 
be taught to think, that the bleſſed Spirit is thus emed. 


w_ St, j. Weneſtide, | 


Miles diſtant from 1 T Well. This Recluſe Wes wn 
' 4yGedri\Favoury and » Prior of Shrewrbiry, recount 
of him ſeveral —— Wales which for Brevity ate here 
g — becauſe my rr is to (et forth the Me. 
W gloriop veſs of Wales, The. holy Ma 
that Go e 5 La 2 thing known un 
105 10 her Journey have Patience _ he thy 
115 „nd J will inquire © er led Plaſtor. 
petding the Night in Frayer, i dn 0 Cufion, 
e 
ter Wene ith te the 
Ld Henthlant; where. the venerable, Saturnus on 
1 . % te the Place of, her Abode 2 | 
acquainted her with his iſfion, and likewiſe 19000 
her, that this 5% Neghbyur (ſo he calbd him) would be 
enabled from Heaven not only to ſatisfy her where to fix, 
but likewiſe he would 4 her of other things relating 
to her ſelf. After that, he directed her in,the N 0 
We pier e Almighty Ge {6 bonour the Virgin's Proged, 
It. pleas'd Almi ad to honour the irgin' 8 
by revealing the duns to ſeveral Saints, and the Occaſot 
ber Journey. Amongſt the reſt was St. Samrue who 
Bak her a charitable Reception at Henthlant. Great Part 
of-that'Night they ſpent together in ay er and holy Con. 
ferences; — er "eat Conſolation b e entertain'd her 
with many ſpiritual 'Le&utes, He acquainted her in the 
Morning; that there was a Place not fir off, call'd Mule. 
vac, (now vulgarly, 1 which was enrich'd with 
precious Reliques of many glorious Saints, who had liy'd 
124 45 Wes and on this Account it was highly reve- 
rene ed by d evout People. Th# Place ( ſaid he) is appene- 
ed you 2 Providmce for your Temporal Sojou rag uþ- 
+ You'll find there @ haly Abbor, by "wy El 22 
great Moytification, and of ſo 
UA that be? s entirely dead to 40 wr Jun ot» 
44 to ſend you to, this Man, and farther. to. let yon know, 
that y on experience "under bis ConduBt a Celeſtial 
of Mind „ Tow'll likewiſe fred there a Monaſtery of chaſte Vu. 
2 bo have been rrain'd up from their very Infancy in ſold 
iur. Tor are deſtinꝰd by even to improve more * 
Perfetion by your Example and Inftruttions. In; Proceſs of 
tae TnL will ſa bmi themſelves nfo yur, #6 10 - 


gun 
> 


74 


av J 
ation. 

Guit. 
times, 
rates tl 
his Mo 
Religh 
and to 

The 
of her 
met he 
ter th 
from t 


Was NC 
Death 
Fount; 
would 


1 


: 


jr and Wh 1e eee 
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agreeable Relations of be inch ſo Joys. at ha 5 
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— accompanied her y Nan, t part © 5 Way... 
parting he gave * * Blefling, and orde 'Dea» 

—— dead er to St. Elerids, Wes no ſmall | 185 

to her that ſhe was travelling towards a Mong 

— Virgins; and there to en - _ bei Angelical . 

ation. 
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times, in Denbighbir; neat 7 
rates this County 1 * that 0 St. St. Eltrins bad 2 
his Monaſtery in in a Vale called Val Cluzina, where f. 
Religious Perſons of both Sexes embraced. his lof 85 
and followed his Example. | 
The holy Abbor had a Reyelation of her Ts 

of her diſtinguifhin Merits 15 herefor to honour er, the 
met her at ſome Diſtance, x6) Fs the Church. A 


from the Deacon Atid her Companion, ling ber, that he 
was no Stranger to that Heroical AF of, ſuſfering a violent 
Death to preſetve hee, Vi wih 3 that the miraculous 
Fountain wat evident eltimonz of it; and that he 


Majeſty intended by this her Journey. The Virgis reply d 
— as to 1 0% had only this <4 offer, T bag 
been guided hy God's Holy Spirit to find him out, ſo in the fu- 
ture Courſe of / her on e ſhe would be an obedient Ch hild i in hear- 
and obſerving bu Direſtions. 
be holy Abbot was extreamly edify'd at this humble 
and modeſt Anſwer. He told ber, bat if ſhe pleaſed, 
they would ſpend that Night in Prayer, for greater Setu- 
— in this important Affair. This they did ; and he ba: 
received clearer Lights from Heaven, was repleni > Ns 
th incredible Joy, and told her in the Morning hat 
* Ged would not be wanting to increaſe His Fa- 
therly Love towards her. Without faying more, he led 
bet out of the Church to the Monaſtery which was under 


his — and de ſpoke thus to the Religious | 


Firgins, 
K 2 0 R. 


ge wen w 


Guitherin is now a Village dest it was in former : 
10 61.0 Cluide, which lepa- 


ter they had pray yd a while CEP 4 took her afide- | 


would chearful 00 "affiſt her in the Deſign of His Divine - 
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PHA ices, they d oor ere bar 
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71 in he 5 that þoth of them admired the 10 

92 of her Soul, When the Abbot return'd to his 55 

hyed not fax 2. in auſtere Diſcipline, twpas 

Ram to magefy the , Worn of this Stranger, and ie 
not a jeg x reſs what was due unto her. 


At length the Fame of her wag was ſo md 
Wi at — us Crowds of Callings the 
to Guithe 


rin to behald à noble courageous 


to RAE her Virginity had ſuffered = 100 of he Gratis, 
after Deaths. to the greater 


by a Man's Prayer, had gener ory of —— 
de dee rnd hy 


2 cat Fom his en "_ 
o (another Welch Name to be ſure wa the 
= natural Mother of Elerius (as Robert affirms more 


gate) not out of Reſpect, I far, to undefiled Marriage 
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ſeem to affect Hwwlinye, The glorious Scat forced Tears 
of Companies from their 7 5 by how He- 
roically and with what Fortitude ſhe received the mortal 
— from the Sword of cruel Cradacu rather than once 


nd her God, zud how often they had ſhewed their 


ond in complying with the feſt 8 

Infernal Enemy, = of 2 wicked 

Ce he Monsflery to vidh. the 
t. Elerius goi to the Monaſtery to viſit t 

— Martyr, 2. with her in Spiritual Mat- 


the A Subje of the Happi- 

7 of <img wel. He told her, That he often took Com- 

2 in the Thoughts of having bet near him when he 

bis Beach. Bd. and that after his Departure her 

F — would. afford bim Relief for the Repole of his 

Soul. vr 

prined_ otherwiſe, w fol ive ro ies 

ng ap, ou of el paſs from hs ey Woh 

Jour. ; or 

2 Him, ef whoſe K 1 477 ne End. All 

this came to paſs aa the Sint retold. - | 


\  $960n after this 727 Tbeoma was Aifted wich: her | 
final Sickneſs, and finth 


herſelf near her End, ſhe re- 
ceived from Ekrins's —— the Bleſſed Sacrament, as her 
Hiatieum to conduct her ſafely towards Heaven. The Re- 
ligies were on their — — bitter 
ly the foreſeen Loſs, whom ſhe comforted} after this mu- 
ner: — 1 Tears art wot to Neu for Friends, a 4a 
Jinct, wal Ful hath ha on Miu fortune. 

—— th ma ſuch Countenauce 1 Ar to my ſelf," 125 


Heavenly, $ (an 1 hope) whe calls me to 
- "wy TE von, Bleſſed l e enefride, à more bely Merten, 


will Vas — wha by Words and Works will ixprove 
Per ſeRion, Follew ber Ste 3 
4 aſtray. AIC dere being Ef 2 


MILE and 
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w CA En Ca a 
her Siſters ſhe yielded to their pious Defire, Jeſt ſhe ſhould 


id ſhe Prophetically ) Chriſt bath ap. 


; — a8 well as to 4 them: That they ought 10 ſtud 
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the . the Siſters, notwirhſt 1 
ral Reluctancy, wrought her at laſt into Compliant 
The nice An of governing many, whoſe Gemiuſte 
Conftitutions arc : as 1 1 the Features of. 
Faces, is attended with ſuch vaſt Diffleulties, that lang 
being favoured and honoured by the Almighty * 'that 
unlimited Offer, Ait whar men wilt, rhar I may: 
ther, 3 Rg. iii. · the conſidering King petition q rw 
was molt neceſſary to rule the —2 
fired not Riches or Glory, but Wiſdom, a yer! Ne 
St. Wenefridle was naturally and her 2 — 
ſtowed upon her a more thawordinary Talent of Gs. 
verning 1 that wiſh d. for Succeſs anſwered ation 
He. dlels'd ftr Head, with: ſupernamtal Wiſdom Which 
bad been ſacrificed to his Honour. Sbe made uſe of 5 


ſame Maxims and Methods at Guitherin; as before ſhe 
done at Finhov, Her Commands were intimated with 
Acfability and Diſcretion, that they red to her 
jeQs ſo many Intreaties, She went conſtantly 
reſt in the moſt painful Duties of the e andn 
though the Dig on of her Office required due Did 
ſhe not only — ed with her — * * 
alſo look'd upon herſelf as the leaſt deſerving in hs wh 
Cainzanity, She had the true Spirit of Pore „and w 
fo. much averſe to Superfluities, that ſhe woul leaves 
mit of Necefſaries. She was moſt rigid in Abſtinence/ wid 
Patience had taken ſuch abſolute Poſſeſſion of her Hen 
chat not the leaſt Entrance was allowed to Anger a 
other inordiaate. Paſſions. ' Her Prayer wad continu 
when not — Duties of Charity and 
Sleep. She was fi ee favoured with Raptures 
Extaſis. She never Word n to her 
own Commendation, and wat Len agli afflicted when other 
mentioned any thing in her Praiſe. : . 
The B — ineulcated daily to her Siſters to wm 
always before their Eyes the grand Example of their dear 
Redeemer, and to copy out ſuch Vertues as He exerciſed, th 


Intention in all their Actions, to ſerve God for 
— ſake. She earneſtly recommended Fortitude und 
Perſeverance as ſtrong Armour to overcome all Sorts" 
Temptations: That they ought not to be hes pool 
theſe ſpiritual Conflifts, for by the Conqueſt they would 


mie Df St. Weneftide. + 
dbtain the Grow." f ſaid) when well perform. 
ed, did Jilate-cheiv- Souls, — — Entrance to 
Divine Grace, which enabled Cana —— Noble 
ARtions for their Gad. Tis needleſs to mention her An- 


lical Purity * Fountain ſeetmm to denote that 
would have parted with Streams of Blood rather thaa - 
to have: oonſented co one ſingle Thought to the Prejudice 
W % Mah DA of e 51178 
Twas obſerved, that when ſhe exhorted her 1 
a n Wiſdom appeared: in her Words, 
which 1 her Hearers with the Love of Jen. She 
was favoured with a ſpecial Gift of diſcovering Tem 
tions, and of ing proper Remedies to defeat the Ene- 
my. Not only the, Laity, but even Religiovs Men antl 
Prelates found great Advantage by conferring with her. 
Many reſorted to Guitherin from ali Parts of the Province. 
What is yet more, notorious Thieves and inveterate Male. 
factors were reclaimed from their evil Courſes by her 
powerful Advice and irreſiſtable Remonſtrances. 
Almighty GO D lt — to declare by Signs and Mi- 
neles how much St. Wenefride was in his Divine Favour. 
Scarce any Day paſſed wherein, by ſudden Cures of deſpe- 
rate Ditempers, ſhe did not comfort drooping and de- 
D Patients : Her Monaſtery reſembled a common 
efuge of the Diſtreſſed, and ſhe was like a tender Mother 
tothe Unfortunate;' Her Heroical Vertuss were the uni- 
rerſal Subject of Diſcourſe in private —_——— the 
Fame of her Miracles was heard from the Pulpits in 
Churches, St. Elerivs, who was beſt acquainted wirh her 
Merits, declared openly, That Providence had directed bor 
to Guitherin, to honour and benefit them all: But from 
tumane Applauſe, which was abborr'd by her to the laſt 
Gere the 1 a Revelation to the immortal 
0 1201 10 0 303511 | 7 
The Scint being thus forewarned of her long wiſh'd-for 
Departure, the welcome News, for whole Days and 
Nights, threw her into Exrafies of Joy. She had made 
it her Study to forget, as much as poſſible, what ſhe bad 
done or ſuffered for her dear Lord q ind therefore, as one 
who is to undertake long Journey, ſhe made neceſſaty 
Proviſions, as if nothing had been performed during the 
Courſe of her holy Lit, She redoubled her Faſts and 
aher Auſterities ; ſhe fatigued herſelf. in; the 1 
rt 2e L Non er- 


= 


© The Li of St. Wenefride, 


a hg < "v 
* 


8 
Enefciſes of continual Charity towards bet d 
others,” N — her 1 Inceriory and rhe 
herſelf as one not wirthy of his Tae Thee 
might not ſ the her leaving then 


n d ſhort Sickneſs, (4) ſhe imparted ſirſd to di. K 
Summons ſhe had — for from her Reimer, and thoſac 
afterwards to her dear Siſters,” whoſe Sorrow was 0 
inferior to thoſe Tran of Jubilee ſhe was add 
in, by * — — rance of paſſing ipeodily ha 
Lora a er, They wept, ee 
comforted them. ma „ ee 
Weep not, dear Children, but — 122 
Crearer's Pleaſure, Donbr not bur that 'th ** 228 
through the * God I am goings 7 
| 0 you by - Prayers," . bers — 
my Preſence. For that Land of Promiſe n aPl 
rancey clear Knowledge, where the Blefſed 
Wants of 7 — _— 
Fountain Head of of infinite 7 mage, 


Ae hikes > ſr hw. 


dear Chi 
—_ bas oy Kindo Aon 1 — 
t, «aut rank Aber ldlings, who by th ſi 
pant prey tw a terrible Judge, Death apprars raphy 
ee chem to @ formidable Tribunal 4, but th lum 
cent 
be find; them ready Fo embrace him with 


Death « entertained as „e Cult) 

Mary bo + 
EE 
God's Mercy, I hops that Lam propre refs for Re 


* Journey te ener into the 
1 concluding Sickneſs took 1 Tru _ Faces * 
7 


quent and —— Convulſions, which 


7 Patience; The tively pd 7 


G mY 


at Lleriu- heetd of it only by ner 


| * qe is ha piak head 1 
L concern ut the Ea:iter, havin e 

2. —. Confeſſe or, durſt her re 8 her al 19 7 wile of 15 
"tance tdany one before ſhe had 12 Wit ic 


A of good Uſe for thofe who in dach We 
Intimation to devout Pilgrims. 


— 


- 
—— 4 


Th Bife of Sr. Wege, "88 
Heavenly Hip Deb eee oy =" | 
ing that the crafty Femprer is moft fut io in the deciflye 
Conflict, ſhe carne 94 ac often befvught' our Lord, chat 

the infettia? a Ati Irn un. 
lo cutfle cc viſit 


* 4 
A "ng «44 Sls 


2 


r, and 'was by him forti. 
fied with the Holy Sacrament of the Church. Beholdi 
the Rehgiow m Tears upon theit Kriees, ſKe' ſaid; Dr 
Children, rather congratulate with me, thun grirve ſo much at 
my approaching Happineſs. I hopt rt tony to enjoy him in 

Hegven whom I have ardently- oor er, Preſerve 

imoiolably the Promiſe you have mai Him © Underoalue the \ 
baſe and ſordid Pltaſures of this tranſitory World; rotes thas | 
your Bodies, al bot Wee and in their Prime, art no other 

than loathſome Priſons, whith dutgin your immortal Souls its 

cloſe Confinement, Toke at hetd not to pv thim, and 


— 
% 
5 


8 


wer ſorger this „ Leſſon, that thi Hiavenly Comfort 
and Joy which m"—_ ex _ bo * 4 2 55 
com pences worldly Riches, Plea ſures, and Ho- 
— which they have 7 and abandoned the Service 
«nd Love of Jeſus Chrift, © (© | | 

The Kat, as it were, knowing the very Minute of 
ber Departure, took her laſt Leave and Blefling of holy 


Arrius, hoping that they weuld meet ſoon in Heaven, 
without ar of a future Separation, She humbly re. 
veſted that her Body might'be'buty'd ne ax unto Theonia i, 

holy Mother; then in a' pure Act of iutenſe Love of 
G04, on the 3d of November, ſhe breathed out her thrice 
happy Soul into her bleſſed Redeemer's Hand. 

zrius obſerving that ſhe had expired, as the Religious 
alfo did, who were kneeling near her Bed, the man 
deep Sighs publiſhed their Lols, The holy Abbot fou 
himſelf obliged to ſuppreſs his own Grief, that he might 
more effectually rt them, 22 that 
war only removed to Heaven before them, and that 
they oughr to prepare to follow after her: That ſhe-was 
united glorionſiy to her God, and by her Prayers would 
powerfully allict them, —_— was very little * 


* 


gs The Life of St. Weneftidy, 
in the Comelineſs of it by be Nuuch and Dr. 
fir'd, 'twas ſolemnly interr d tonia g, and 
other Saivr: bury'd 4 her in 1 luce Amoogd th 
_ . 10 Cheb and Srunam, the ong lying at he 
Fever by be Side. Both theſe were 1 for 
| Lache 21 acles, and had Churches rale d to thely 
— Yet altho' theſe two, and many other Salut: 
les, which had been — — to that holy Ground, 
Fee ther devout People ; yet the Place was * 


ed and honoured for 91 meſride's Sepulchre, 

—— favoured by a Train of eviden Miracle, 
35 en after St. Elerius, by a happy Dearh, ape his 
Courſe, and went to receive the — Reward of hi; 
Apoſtolical Labours. Hie Body was interr'd in a Church 
erefted, to his Name and Memory, where it 2 Al. 
» ghty God to work miraculous urea, in Teſtimony of 
A only on Earth, and Power by Prayers in 


Heav N. | 
The Omnipotent, who has affured Mortal his Divine 
him, by will glows them, 


Promiſe, mou thoſe who frify 
1 Reg, li. hw wing Ifilled the ſame in St. Nin, 
She glorified her Creator in 


1405 bot \ living and — 

er tender Years: by conſecrating unto him her un; 
inity. She glorified Him like 8t. 82 Agun 
5 the chearful Offering of her Hes © ys un- 
tainted Fidelity to her 13 Spon be She e 
Him, by withdrawing noble Virgins from the mow 
tin World, and raikog their Souls to the 4 

, inftruftiag them in the true Spirit of galt an 

— —.— 25 fine, ſhe glorified Him throug the 
whole Courſe of her Life, in al Points of religious Per- 
fection, not only relating to her Subjects, bat even the 


Laiety. On the other Hand, the Almighty bes glace 


— tha TY 


— — —— — 

(:) 'Tis an nr Thing for a Monk to ſow an one 
Church-yard ſo thick with Saints as Robert has done t 
22 unleſs he intends to remove them in due time. 

gby was _ to have been bury'd in Angleſey, * $ 
11 Irelond, where he was Biſhop, by the ſame Token that 
died the very ſame Day with St. Dev in 544. But this Thie 
of a Monk'has brought them both to a Place where he could 

come more eaſily at them, end pacify the People of the Pariſh 


bye e of ef EB ſince they had 1 many Sqings 


Miracl 
great. 
called 
vroug 
haves 
to the | 
That 
in Plac 
upon, 
re 
ru 
where 
they 21 
the Me 
[ belie 
ſand d. 
rits, S. 
ence 
piſts re 
eulous, 


T Lift of St. Weneſride. 83 
her down to the preſent Age, from the Tear 680. A- 
cording to St. Brwwe's'Prediction; chere his been no Ceſſu- 
tion off Miracles 5 pifying her ſignal SanQity, and how 
r do her Pie true, this 
humble Virgin wiv .accuſtomed to bluſh and to ſhed Tears 
at the firſt Sound of her Praiſes, and therefore deſired and 
obtained that ſhe might abſent herſelf from Flnber, to 
live in Obſeurſty (as ſhe reſbl ved) ont of the «frothy: 
Noiſe of Aoclamutione, which ſhe could-not- avoid at cha 
Place of her'' Martyrdom, | 'This was' her pious Contri- 
rance, but che'Detign of Hedven''way to glorify! her -at 
Guitherin, Ar DD \commanded'a Torrent to flow on that 
dry Valley, Where her ' blovdy Head touched fleſt the 
Ground, ſo at her Sepulchre he did „n or refuſe 
any Petition made b her devoted Jupplleants. 

he Hiſtorlans of her Life, Or. (r,) Lirius and | 
concluded that it' would be 7 Undertaking to ſwell 

+ 7 oy Footy; 


| 1 11 HM 
— — — — — 
1 


Bas 0919 11 11 1 a 40 244 
(t) I ehink it fie to tell the Reader again, that Neu newer 
wrote one in his Life about Mn that any one knows 
of, Robert of Sale, that ought. to have, known (and; wou! 
have told us if he had) ſays not one Word about him 18 
this Point: And the Editor might as honeſtly have ſaid, that 
he himſelf had tranſlated Eleni Life, as ſay, that Eleriut was 
ber Hiſtorian, Robert does indeed ſay, that the Number-of 
Miracles wrought at her Shrine and Fountain way exceedingly 
great, The Anonymous Writer of her Life ' (which T have 
called the Cotten Life) makes all her Miracles to have been 
wrought at her Fountain, and not dne at Guitherin, whete he 
kaves her buried. But the Obſervation. I would make, both 
to the Pilgrim and the Proteſtant Reader upon this Head, is, 
That whatever Bleſſings God beſtows upon People that pray 
in Places where there is no femous Saint. worſhipped and called 
upon, he beſtows them for his own Goodneſs ſake, and for his 
Mercy's ſake in Jeſus,Chriſt, and in Compaſſion to lis needy 
Creatures: But that whatevet Bleſſing be beſtows in Places 
where ſome famous Saint is worſhipped and called upon, there 
they are all, it ſeems, beſtowed upon the Interceſſion and fo! 
the Merits of that Saint, if they be ſo pray d for and asked: and. 
| believe it will not be denied, that not one Papiſt in a thoy- 
ſind doek ever ask of God any great Hleſſing, but for the Me- 
nts, Ine the Interce ſſion of ſome one ot more Saitits. 


iy 
05 


1 \y\ 64.4 4 


Hence therefyre it muſt needs be, that the Bleſſings which Pa- 
piſts receive a& God's Hands muſt be genetally accounted mira- 


culous, and thoſe the Proteſtants recoive more Moercies and 


Ll 


6 u, Sy Weneltidaco 
lumes,. if they . Wonders dank 6 her 
and aver” ty ' it 4 qu 
Reader, t het the 47 3 


r- 1 5 840 cis 


that tender L. 
ſiek ly Qhildren into wy a, hc 215 © by Cure, 


Such a6 lived at grea ance = 
Agnes, and al hr Pr Ferers — the Water to be 
brought to them, und dunk of it en 4 certain Remedy to 
— — = 794 in their Thelen 


_ — 
were cured.) 
reſeribed the aſs 
—— Death 
empero devontly calle 
— their Apel Recovery 
of the Well in the af WA manner. 
linge or e e * rr they found | 
tn 3 „iss 1 \ 1, 
10 *hi SEC Mg: almoſt y Mirkdes we 
Fought, kerording to » Petition ſhe wall to God beg 


| 2607 bie! - 150 viſtznon 28 7 
rr 1 0 ent of Saint otſhip. But 1 
the ler10 underitz ding Pipl to conſid er, and 150 
n compute 17 wel as he can, whether the Prom arity or 
1951 of this Kingdom Un Proportion to each other's Nuth« 
ber) receive more or 11 r Bleſſings, more Deliveranices from 
ng vw 5, 9 27 7 M from 9 gt ſd 19 On 
$ cefti 101 they pray alike for all 
they jak they want, and deprecate alike the Evil which 
ut it is a8 © aſs that the Proteſtant dale what he 
4 nden what he fears, through the Mediation, and 
the N ne the Merits fake of CHAT, oe vol 


bn any Mention 6f (ny Saint of Ange el, or the 

r one at Jeaſt, gte called upon — 

59 605 Prayer, 190 * Chrif be 1 rt 

roteſtants.recalve as many are 

uk wry, N. EX by 777 at Heye ( for 
"hoy 
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The Life of $4, Weneftide.© By 
fe left Jg that he would vouchſafe to bleſs corps. 
ify' ſpiritually, all choſe who in forure 
« ſhould daga i viſit her Fownraly, and there acknow- 
e the many Benefits with which he had favoured hers 
requent Miracles were likewiſe wrought MN her 2 
alen ü diſeaſed Perſons becartie perfe 7 
the Earth where the Remainder 
of I Was Lepoſiel 0 
The holy Author of 8e. ouſt Life and Death e was 
not ſatiafied with a general Relation of miraculous Cure) 
he deſcends to Particulars, that unbelie ving 
night be induced to allow Credit to what he had recor 
1% daily Wonders, touch two or three with 3 
From the Begini of ile World is huth not bern heard, thas 
2 Eyes of one bern blind, uuleſi tb Mais 
were of God, St. Joh ix. 32. This declared the Otnni- 
potence of the lang expected Mut,; and the like Fa- 
vour * after our: Aude Death, gave Wing to the Fame 
of her SanRity and Power in Rane and ſpread the ſume 
through the Vers Provinces of Britain, © A Car- 


rally. and ſan 


rl 


ter, dwelling not far from Sr. 1 60 5 ell, — 4 
dughte born blind. She growing en —— 
der that temporal Misfortune, bear 5 


ny miraculous Cures wrought at t — he impor- 
tuned her Father daily to de handed thither. This was 
Fad and being — to the Place, ſhe bathed her 
_ in the Water, and wasafterwards conducted to the 
Chappel, near unto the u. She ſpent that whole Night 
rayer, beſeeching Go, through the Merits and Inter- 
aten of St. Wenefride, M was martyr'd for his Love, 
to beſtow upon her corpora z to the End ſhe mighe 
ſerve him better, and be [he an Heim of the Wonders 
vrought in that Place. Towards — ſhe fell into « 
Slumber, and when ſhe opened her Eye-lids ſhe found 
herſelf bleſs'd with perfet Sight. This being ſo notori- 
our and publick, begat freſh Veneration to the Holy Well, 
ro - 8 r and near, to hie Honour Who is 
[| d in wet, 

The Salnt's Privilege was not confined to her will and 
ohappel, ho 2 cent Places were a ſort of Sanfluary 
N " her Pr n 5 Witneſs what happened to ſomes 
Thieves, w ho flole a Cow out of a Paſture near unto Bt, 


Wwfridt's Ohappel, The Robbers forced her aver vat 


$6 The Life of Si. Weneſridde. 
Ways, that they might not be triced} but it Bat 
otherwiſe 3 for the Cow fixed not one Step wir 
ing a (a) deep. Impreſſion in the Stones; as [if {i 
been paſſing th ſoft Clay, The Foc 

the + hieves a vlthly appeared, that the Owner. next 
Motning miſſing his Beaſt, he and his Neighbeurs follow 
ed after by the miraculous Track. The Robber | 
ing them near at Hand, made the beſt of their 't 
— and left the Booty to whom it They 
afterwards obſerved at Leiſure how the Cow had left the 
clear; Prints of her Feet as ſhe was carry'd off, but nab the 
leaſt Impreſſion after ſhe was retrieved and returned home. 
wards. Great Crowds of People: flock'd to behold the 
Aid Prints in the Stones, and publiſhed the Miracle. The 
Thieves themſelves, apprehending left ſome ſevere 
ment ſhould befal them to terrify others, came peni 
ta the Marty's Altar: They confeſs'd their Sin, 
warned all not to commit the like Treſpaſs. ) 4999 
-Behold a following Example yet more 2 
Meſſenger being 85 by à chief Lor that 
Country, to ge his Neighbours timely Notice oſ ſome 
approaching Danger from the borderitg Saxons (who con. 
tinually carry'd on War againſt them) was way. laid by 
Thieves, and purſued to St, Weneſride's Church, whithet 
hefled as to a ſafe Sanftuary, The Expreſs faſten'd hi 
Horſe near unto the Door, which they took away, tot 
reſuming to [7 wg him to the Altar, where he food 
for Refs e. Aſter their 1 * the Meſſenger cams 

h, and finding that the Horſe was carried off, he e. 

turned into the Church, and, proſtrate, made « 
Complaint before the Saint's Altar, that he 
ſuſtnined a conſiderable Loſs, but it was ſhe who wi 
highly injured 1 That the Authors of the Crime deſerved 


** by 4 RR, 2 * 
(s) I confeſs, I thought the %, would not have given 
us this Miracle, it Is ſo notable « one, but ſince he bas 
fair, I cannot chuſs but thank him for bis Ingenuity, 
will — find any Fault with him for not expreſſing how deep 
the Impreſſion was that the Cow's Peet made in the Keck 
every Step ſhe took, which Robert ſays was wp to the Knew | 


which, conſidering how hard the ie Rocks are; is 


indeed ; but what of that ? Know we not 1 
the hard Rocks aſunder 3 It any thing too hard for Oe 


. 


Thi Life of St, Weneſtide,” 
ar Puniſhment; to the 15 . be do- 
terr d from violating the 8a — her Sanctuary, and the 


„ due unto. it. nſtrance was 
Divine Juſtice 3 for — Thief, who had untied th 


1 


747 


4. 
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Ce Horſe, and had him in actual Poſſeſſion, was ſuddenly 
en (cized all over his Body with ſuch Extremity of Pains, 
4 Wl that he often called on Death to deliver him fromthe 
hey Wl Torture. After a few Days, his Right Arm, (which was 
+ the WH the [nfirument of his Sin) began to ſwell, then to pu- 
ob the Wl trify and rot in a loathſome manner. This Tribulation. 
nome gave Underſtanding to him, who, had neglected Conſci: 
4:the — in time of Health. Wherefore be came to her 
Church, and begged, with man — the Saint s Par- 
don for his Inſolence, and the he had done hen 
He became a true Penitent, and this: umiliation ſo much 
Ml deſerved her Favour, L. mant Degrees he was cured of his 
** 2 Ulcer. for his Mercy, and St, 
9. 4 ide for N aſſion, on, your ching to others not to 
942 — againſt the Sa Place, nor to give Di- 
| (ome — te to the Saint's 2 who in Diſtreſſes run unto 
o con. her for Succour. 
id by WY Take another Inſtanee in a Fel + which may ſeem of 
Wiebe le Moment. A Labourer preſumed to cut. off for his own 


Uſe a Bough from an old Oak growing near unto Guitherin 
Church- , Which afforded a convenient Shade to de» 
yout Pilgrims, when the Concourſe was ſo great that they 

15 


vere forced to remain without, and to pray under 4. it, 
ſooner had he Qruck his Hatchet into 

wu immovably fixed there) and as Jeroboam's 1 2 
thered, which he had retched forth to order the Appre. 
henſion 7 "oa Man of God, that he war not able to draw it 
els „ lll. 4. ſo this Man's Hand and Arm 
danch l La to the Handle of the ans that with all h 
fg he was not able to ſeparate them. He attempte 


n vain to let - r 7 1 himſelf in that 
and AM ance, 
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ſuprizing Diſtreſs, 
dome Perſons hard by heard his — 4. Voice, and ran 


* the Place, 1 at the Wonder, They exhorted 

im to repent, the Sie Pardon and Prayers, 
which he Fd, 02 at the (ame time hoy) ger rs ery' d out, 
y Wenefride, tak, Pity on him | At t ords his 
Hand and Arm were ſet at Liberty, and were reſtored to 
heir former Frgpdam, The. Cut in the Brangh way won 
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Rallue, of 3 4 he catne to tranſlate 
am going to . 
wich t —— of the Remov — mY el 150 
the Rei King — the 1 4056 95 
OE OL en HO I 
to _— 0 ry ard the 85 
Benefit ae: City, endowin me with ſuſſiciem Meth 
Revenues. An Abs ard his — — therein fettſed I their 
they began to lament the Want of holy Rebqueri the oe 
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that bis Bretheen, both in and Cheſter, cealed 74 
nat to recommend to Abyighty God his Recovery. O Wl | 1. 
when the vertuous Sub-Poine of Cheſfter- Abbey 2 75 
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let one of yon go and in the Chapel u, 

r 85 Wenefride' — 5 — and be 4 pole aue 

After which ſhe vaniſhed out of his Sight 

The Sub-Prior Raxwiphus (that was 1 Name gieadel 
1 but was backward in ſaying ost 

Word of the Viſon, fearing that it would not 


any 
Credit. But when he heard that his Brother's — 


grew more deſperate, —_ + obliged him to' 
what he had ſeem. All the ws were of Qpigjoh 
. St. — 9 herlelf ha given theſe * 
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0 80. far 6 e that ode, pmoln fi 160m 
"Ws meanly endowed; and W. Malmerbury, na op of the 
Fennder, ſays, iii Nenachor: lecavit ex Sagi (Ar ey Normanh) 
anghfte vitiu & amid and Robert is as made „ RN. 
5 it was ſumptuous enough. 

a, VL. Dis ſtrange that the Saints, who whilſt wo live 3 
mbleſt Things on Earth, and fartheſt from affe ing 
Trat und Honour, ſhould id the other World become 
moſt ambitious and deſirous of being known and worlbipp* 


* 


Wberefbre thy ine diately difpatched away Two 

their Compaty, celebrated Ho 5675 ker, Chap: 
pel, and at that very Time, as it Was calculated, the Shrees: 
xy Monk was reſtor'd to perfect Health; On this Account 
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ed to the Virgin N 


Methods were taken, that hap Succe ſo might anſwer 
their gealous Intention. 1 epitomize, yet will not omit 
my thing which appears to me very material. The Abbot 
and Monks of - Shrewsbary perſiſted with great Conſtancy 
many Years in their earneſt and feryorous Prayers; 
to obtain the Treaſure of St. Wenefridr's ſacred Reliquee. 
In the Reign of King Henry the Firſt. a Grant was given 
of them, but by Reaſon of many Commotions after the 


ed till the ſecond Tear of King S$-phen's Reign, when 
Abbot Herbert in A Conſult with his Monks, deputed Roberts 
his Prior, and Richard an eminent Monk. of the fame Mo. 
naſtery, to paſs into Wales to bring back with them the 
Reliques, To facilitate the Matter, before their Departure 


ſeveral Letters were tranſmitted. to Friends in thoſe Parts. 
They viſited in their Journey the Biſhop of (x) ay 
ft. ang 
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by their Fellow. Creatures; and yet this is the Character of a 
reat Part of them, given by rhe Men who write their Lives. 
hey frequently appear ro ſome good Body or other, who 

ketle thinks of it, and tell them where they hives been buried, 

where they would have a Chappel built, where their Prayers 

vill be beſt heard,and whither they would be removed. Some 

good Leſſon or other they ſtill give, which evermore ends, 

n their own Honour, though, to be ſure, more to the Peo- 

ple's Advantage. wr eee 

(z) Robert ſays, that Guitherin was in the Biſhop of Bangor 8s. 

Dioceſe. 'Tis certainly now in the Dioceſe of St. Aſaph; but 


biſhop of Banger might very probably have the Care of that 

Dioceſe alſo committed to bim; though Robert's. Wards may, 
be ſo conſtrued as to ſignify, that at that, Time there was rig- 
ſuch Dioceſe as St. 4ſaph ; and I. am ſure I cannot. prove 
there was, by any Hiſtory chat is left us: For the firſt that ap». 
pears is Gilbert, who, was conſecrated in 1143. But whoever , 
was the Biſhop, I wonder with what Conſcieuce he could give 

wy co the removing ſuch a precious Pledge of the Diving. 
Favour out of his Provin e. | 
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boch he and the other Monks became more tenderly devot- 


King's Death in that N the Huſineſs was not eſfec - 


in 1138 there was no Biſhop of St. Aſaph, and therefore the 


The Life. of St. Wenefride,” 

and were directed by him to a principal Lord, who ruled 

in that Country, where the bleſſed Body was kept. The 
Nobleman underftanding the Cauſe of their Coming, & 
tertained them courtcouſly, and ſaid, that Doubile; Gif 
aud the holy MARTYR has ſent you to tranſlate ber Body « 
Place chere it will be more honoured. {a ) I not only give my 
/Conſent, but I will alſo ſenamy Servants to aſiſt you. Wer, 
not I unavoidably detained by Buſine(s of Importance, I wouli 
preſume to go with you in Perſon, and with my nnWorthy 
Hand; I would delever unto you thoſe ſacred Pledges of 
Santity, pit \ „„ 
: This gracious Speech cheer'd up the ſollicitous Travel 
lers, who were Seven in Number, viz, the two Prien of 
Shrewybury and Cheſter, Richard the Monk, a god] Priiſ 
born in that Country, and three Attendants. They tet 
forward towards the Saint's Sepulchre, and being-come 
near unto Guitherin, they met a Man, who caft them into 
Dejection, but not into Deſpair of "Succeſs, He acquaint. 
- them in os and Ro Cores on ＋ at . 

ving Intelli their ing, ai ir 
— were abi olutely reſolved to oppoſe them: That no 
Favour nor Power of any Mortal ſhould prevail with then 
to permit their chief Sam's Body, Patroneſs of their 
Country, to be carry'd away by Strangers, Tbeſe 
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s) The Beginning of this Lord of the Country's Speech is 
al : 1 ao wy think 125 von and your — 9 taken al 
theſe Pains without the Appointment of God, and the Good-wil of th 
Blefſid Virgin: For it may be, ſeeing that due Reverence is not quid 
her by ber own Country-men, ſhe has a mind to de carried 5 
and to receive that Honour from other Folks which her own rut 1 
give ber, either through Contempt or Negligence. It * be 
8 this Paſſage with the great Seam Honour 
hich the Monk ſays her daily Miracles had procured her 
throughout the whole Country ; but therefore the Editor 
wiſely paſſed it by, as he has alſo done abundance of Ingen» 
cies and Abſurdities beſides ; which puts me in ſome 
Hopes that Pilgrims begin to look a little after the Things they 
are to ſwallow, and may in time open their Eyes, and ſee hov 
they are uſed. And | heartily wiſh, that, for their Saks, 
ſome one or other of their own Communion would faithfully 
tranſlate this Prior Robers's Hiſtory of Wemafrede's Life [and 
Death, and Miracles, and Tranſlation to Shrewsbury, without 
either adding any thing, or leaving any thing out, hut givias 
us the good Monk genuine and entire, as be is in the Srdly» 
Library, of which'l Ee fein a Copy or two, ' 
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ne riſe, as before he hui wn 
fled that I would riſe in due Time; 
with my Cloaks. Lreturned to Sleep, ot the end er V. Fs it be pull'd 
away my Cloak with Violence, or me to follow him with- 
tt Delay, as I Mah very much Fe, lad me to the 
Saint's Shrine, and toimring at it with h „ ſaid, Note 
well this Place, and alſo my Words, I do command thees 
that if ſome Months hence * Perſons come to 2 
hre, and to carry away with ge the 
tht thou hinder therm not 2 their ho py Defign, but 
them to the utmoſt of Ar 
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mie Lie ef St. Wensſride. 9 
Company being come before the ſacted Antes . 
pokal) to Alwighty God Pſalms of Thankſgiving; 
wrapped up decently her Bones in the ſineſt Linnen, wh 
was broug — * en that Account; and after a Repe! 
tition of grateful Expteſſions to the: Paſtor and to the 
babitants, the proceeded that Night towards Shropfbire, 
la the Way homeward they cured a fick Man, whorwas 
tortur d wirh a violent r by putting intu Mater 
a little of the Earth found in St. Menefrid's Hend, and 
cauſing him to drink of it. This evideat Miracle incteaſ- 
ed Veneration to thoſe ſacred Reliqusss. 
Prior Robert gave timely Notice to his 4bber,' that they 
were near 2 with the defired Treaſure, and the re- 
ceiy d Orders to depofite the ſame in St. Giles's Churoh, 
which ſtood near unto the Gate of the City, to the End 
that the Body might be bfought to the Monaſtery in 
greater 8 lendor, ea ſolemn. oceſſion of the: Biſbofi, 
Clergy, — People. During its Stay there, (Monks were 
appointed 8 ta pray Day and Night before the A4 
tar, on which the Virgin s Bones wete expoſed. Mulsitudes 
of the Citizens of Shrewsbury joined with them in Prayer: 
and mutually congratulated each othet᷑ for the Happineſs 
of ſo potent a Patrone ſa. St. Manefride was not backward 
in requiting this Jevout Entertainment, — 1 ſeve· 
ral Miracles how acceptable the ſame was unto her. The 
following one ver remarkable. * e 2155922 1 
A young Mas had lain long in a miſerable Conditibn ; 
for his Limbs werte ſo contracted, that he could not point 
a Foot, and bis Head ſo much ſettled downwards towards 
his Knees, that he could not force it upwards, to liſt an 
Eye to Heaven. He defir'd to be carry'd'-to, St. Giles's 
Church, and to be ſet down before the Altar, on which 
ſtood the ſacred Reliques, He pent that Night in Pray. 
er, begging of God, by the Mexits and · Intereeſſion of Gt. 
Meneſride, that be might be heal'd. Towards Morning 
be dropp d into a Slumber, and before the Pri: came to 
celebrate the firſt Maſs, he awak'd, and found himſelf 
.* d. This aftoniſhed the whole Ciry, ſeeing 
im to walk ay readily as any of the Inhabitants.” 
the, la- 
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A Day being appointed by the Biſbdp, to convey 
cred Nangses Hol St. Giles s Church to the Monalery, 
Notice was gißen both to Town and Country, and wit 

al, that ſuch who. aſſiſted, or were preſent, at 1 
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 4tleafd' — the Proceſſion was ended. Their — 
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fion, would not 6nly receive the Biſhop's Blefling, 
woeld gain inguu/gentess ted 
Celan, The . 0 Fatde of Miracles; amd 56 
We % Sanity, drew a Throdg of 
red in their beſt Appatel ta honbur — 
| little before the proceflional Matfeh, the 

frown'd with dark heavy Clouds,” and threaren'd i 
ate Nam: This Szorm, ready to fall, obntriſtatod w 
tnuch all devoted to the Sim, 9 (cher mi 


hn; > — themfelves. The ISI | li. 2 
that 


lergy and Mont, beſo 
Di fer be all Times and Se 
Weather, for his own Honour, ind of 
the Conſolation of the con 
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heard ſo effectuully that altho' violent Showers 
doom ther Parts of the City, and adjacent Fields, got 
one. ſingle Drop fell into an — t which the 
bleffed Body was; to paſs, The thick: Chad — 
and hung over their Heads, a5 gathered on P 
brin — ide miraculouſly te her new Pole * 
the Monaſtery. [187 2640I Wh 1 torts 
Phe — lim d with an ;nvredifits Concourſe bf 
devout People, who on their Knees ſhed Tears of. Joy u 
the Body paſſed by for ſo — — e wen 
the tender —. which fell in . — 
by Hehven from Rain. (c) The Biſbop abd Prizſts brought 
4 Reſiques to the Monaſtery, whiel were revetently v 
criv d from them by the Abbor and His my 1 
ble Jewels. They were magn gere 

high Aker, which was dedicated to t re bai yy 
gerte and St. Paal, where many Miracles — * 
for the Help and Benefit of Souls and Bodies. The 
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aud 1 a fingle Thread of any of the Co ae was wor,” 
ie reined — hard in a the Country bund: So griei 
did God-incline to het the Prayers + OP. the good Monks 


Clergy, in Favour of the Show, and of the Peoples beſt Cloaths! 
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The Lafr of Sr. Wenefride. 

(ated St. Fenefride's Body from Gairherin to Shrewsbury, th 
the Year of ous Redemption Eleven Hundeod Thiny abs | 

icht. 1} 1248 

ot only this City, Welli other Parts of (Bride 

Britain became. moſt tenderly devoted to the holy Viegin 
Martyr ; which induced Henry Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
in a Provincial Synod in . to appoim the Feafl of Se, 
Incfride to be tolemnly kept all over; Zug/and, with an 
Office of nine 21 on the third 1 November, 
Lindewade, Fol. 76. 4 Anno 1198 : 

Tis aftoniſhin likewiſe deplorable, to hear ſame 
Perſons decrying les, and ridicyling them * ty 
great Boldneſ and arp t, that in Delpite of holy 
tors of the Church, and religious Writers, rk > 

Jeſus Chriſt as one unfaithful to his ſolemn to fu. 
ture Ages; and they obſtinately ——_— that all — 
cles had a full Period after the A — 
They aſſent without Heſitation to Pagan Plutarch, 
or — but demurr, and doubt of the Authority of of 
that eminent Sint and learned Doctor, St. John C e- 
ſome, who wrote a whole Book on the Subject of 
cles, Lib. de Babyla M. whence he” infers,” againſt the 
vilful Heat hene, that Chriſt is Ged, who works Won. 
ders by the dry Aſhes of his Followers. Tbe Miracles 
repiſter'd by in, in his Book of che City of G0; 
thoſe of venerable Bede in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 5 what 
dt. Jerome ſays of St. Paa / the firſt! Hermit, and St. Hilari- 
u; and St. Gregory the Great in his Dialogues, 'ave May. 
wel Mirth to theſe profane Drolls. They don't attend 
what Maſter they ſeek to pleaſe, by imitatin — obdu- 
tate Jews, who, to difcredit"the Miracles 4 
God, gave them a malicious Turn, ſaying, In keel i 
pues, of Devils, he caſts out Devils, K. Luke, xi. 13. 

Our invincible Heroine, the glorious Virgin Martyr, St. 
Muefride, has not met with ki 2 — — For after ix 
Plunder of her rich Shrize, and the 2 Q 


* . 
1 4 "0 « 
ä DD L a4 40 


100 The Pilgrims ** that no 905 
roteſtant did ever maintain, that Miracles ceaſed after _ = 
— Preaching. They never did, nor ever will ceaſe, hi 
God is able to work them: Let them Wee 9 


Body will deny them. 
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Mestiſb Legends. ; (e) her evident Miracle ate fa 
Narbe; and the — Cures wrought = 
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The Lis of St. Wendfvils, © 
' * 5 * , . « ; | | 
ſed Bones, her | admirable Life muſt be liſted" without 


Fell, ane nothing elſe but the experienc'd affect fa Gals 
Bash. To the greater Honour of: God, whe bas honaue 
this Sxent to a wonderful Degree, I will inſtance: a 
late Miracles, and _ it to the truty Chriſtian Reader, 
whetber the watry Element could influence fuck. uh 
Changes. I will not travail further back than 
aſt Age, leſt it be ob jected, that many thiogs are aflencd, 
happening long ago, which may rationally be diasbelieh d, 
but cannot be diſproved. The original Atteſations 
this Moment lie before me; and where I do nat abb 
ate (ſome Cures being worded after a prolix Manner: 
to Circumſtances) I will deliver what I offer, in the d 
Eupreſſions of the authentick Records. | They are /taken 
from Rye · Witneſſes, who were Perſons of tendet Conſci. 
ence and nice Honour, ſometimes given in under their uu 
Hand- Writing + big 22 gr „tn: 4 
In the Year of our Lord God One Thouſand, Six Hun- 
dred, and Six, Sir Roger Bodenbam, Knight of the honou- 
rable Order of the Bath, after a tedious Quartan N 
a groſs Humour ſettled in his which ſoon 
broke aut into ad apparent Leproſy e made uſe of m 
ny able Phyſicians, but depended moſt on Doctor Job iu. 
vil Rn a Cambro Britain, who commenced Doctot at & 
enus, profeſe d Phyfician at Padua, was Practitioner ity db 
vets Parts of Italy, and afterwards in England. He was 
521605 TH ht WT EAT: 91 0 1 PN 
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end, there never was a Monkiſh Legend in the World, 
"T'was- Robert the Monk, that wrote it, 50 Years after her 
Death; and is not able to vouch for the Truth of any Mutter 
of Fact in it. 'T'was John of Tinmouth the Monk, that ables 
viated it, and put it into his Legend 200 Years after Robert 3 
and 'twas John Caggrove the Monk, that put it into his al 
betical , an-100 Years lower ſtill: And 1 do notknov 
a fillier, worſe told Story, in all his Book, than this of . 

rede ; and I am petſwaded that very few Scholars can bejo- 
therwiſe, minded if they reid it. And I fay the r 
of the Miracles ſhe is ſaid to have wrought, by Reber the 
Rerign . if thera be any Rules of judging. which Narratives 
we fabulous, and which not, I appeal to them in this Diſpujs 
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iu 1 76 ve. Wenefride. 99 
tegarded not their wich which ſhe wn privately 
acquainted; but reſol vid to la ve Recoutſe to; Heaven, an 
to undertabe u Pi * St Muri Well in Nins. 
fire, She beau from Londen in the 2 
of June,” fix d and chirty eight, ac- 
8 y ker ſai NMusband, Mr. Richard n 
andone Fratcie Naſt. She bad at that Time 
— Holes in her grraſt ubder the Left away 7 which eh 


ſeen Noth :Carbolicks and / 
— indd he ey) te Plate 10 ſhe. * 
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there behivld het all her Galwes and Qintments, havi 
frong Faith! and Hopes in Alddighty. God's Mercy, a 


the Prayers . bl N 18 ſhe ſhould. not 
hve any Further — 


u of uf She N. 
4 —— Linnem to keep her d ſweet 3 for t 
ption bueſd and in ſo grent Quantities, that t 1 

in Way thro* many Folds, ank ran * 28 
Shoves, "Her Beaſt left 6P running at het; ke, Padig 
EI 
11 


in the Holy: Wellt She ſtayed on Night 
— dut theice yr . 

2 — — A her 
25 p was" five. Nane after 8 

ain in that Breaſt, nor gore of ee 

a little Seam, to — * e Place. where cy Ri 
were miraculouſly cloſed up. She dore afrerward 75 
Children; and in ACE p her Milk, found. t * 

leaſt troubleſome before had been uleer'd; I have 


this Accourit it Me, V.. Hand- Waiting, which he 


gave, ab 4 wy the Favour — 
Ake Pa — . 


4 thouſand fix b. en ths a. 
foreſaid Mr. Mamas of Re Toe 
"he aha! 0 elf. 


2 a Man lying dead, 1 
fane Wretch, the Da ns d much derided 
ſcoffed at blefſed St. befvidl, who ſuffer d a — 


Martyrdom in Defence of WW Virginity z he alfo 
bufive and aneivil Language vhs Preſence. at wal 
— wi Pilgrims, who came 1 ta perfor 
votions. © Greer was call! mpane 
ind the Body we view'd, After «yy ES 
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The Life 7 cr. Weneffide 
4% Death, hit ancivil Carriage in thar Place. 

ca 21 — Fe . Witneſt. I could add here 

| W of ſuch, who in the Tear One thibuſtnd) fix u. 

 dred and thitty ſeven, order'd — Image of 8 

to be _—_ wb lron Bare to be taken awd 


fi r ee in the rapid Geo 
— ho ft wy ed id and thoſe who == 


Orders, contrary to the Perſuafion of ſeveral moderate 
paniſtvd by un. 
had l not 
felf to the laſt I could mention 
more than ſuſſſcient, to caution Perſons fram 
— ward in their Contempt of St. uU and 
ell, which iy ſometimes ſeverely taken Notice of by 

— who has ſaid, Ht chat rowebe; — toncbe f che Apple 

Tech. it. 8. hut let us tetura from this 

e's Aare, be ealbd ſo- vere tre l 
The nfl Wiſdom of God thinks a6 not twain 
Miracles b the Interceſſion of his Sa in all Places 
nor towards all Perſons, but ut it pleaſeth him, Sr. 4 


E 137. The gun Wonders are wrought at 81 
Ship ty Well, but Lrelate here a Cure at à great Di- 
Ane which tends mach to the Glory of our 


Proteſt ants, were ſhortly after Varl 
or rea Diſatiere, © Moveorey 
confin'd my 
Prevedincy,” 
too 


int. In 
the Month of Jane, and the Year of our Lord One thou 
ſand fix hundred and forty ſeven, the Wife of John Cle, 
Gardiner in the Suburbs of the City of Worceſter, being 
diſeaſed, undertook on foot a Jo to H ar top 

iyg to find there the —.— of Ii. 
thro! Kiddermi ab in her Way" to Flineſbire, ſhe — nt 
her Couſin Anthony Cooks's Houſe. Having refreſh'd ber 
felf, ſhe e her Couſin with the u of this 
her Pilgrimage. The long Diſcourſe on the Bubjedt of fi. 
18 was orer-heard bya fick Woman; er * the 
. "next 


* PL 7 * 


1 


—l—— 


- —_— + its * «ab — 7 * 


F DE The Verdift of this ary was ridiculous and falſe : For 
tho” nb Men ſhould abuſe che Pilgrims, N idly 
of f true Saint; vet how can eny Man Tay that 
Death was judicially T on a Wretch 576 ad, forge 1 


ing ill Language 7 udgments are a great 
is righteous in all his Ways, and no Man ſuffe 72 de- 
ferving it; but it paſſes humane Skill, to tell when Suffering: 


are Judgments. But theſe are Stories fit to ter an i no- 
Fane and ſuperſtitious Goneration 5 ein N 


S 222 


ention 


7 
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— 
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—— ene cat | 10 
next * Th ww 
ſix ot {even ary re wry os — had been 
put upon the ſaid (nie was a Linken Weaver) tobe 
— at the Ga — the Pariſh. | Jeſt as the Fil- 
Cie ve; and ready te ſer; forwnrds, che 


Woman 2 dow vor peak with her 1 
ar ge hn She dend her forthe Paſſion of 8 
for her a fingle Peany (which ſhe”! 

Nad, and to beftowie vm the firſt poor the thre hap. 

d to meet humbly *＋ that rey felt nw tis 

Wel for her. and 2 1＋ e night the Vee 

aries and tears Maw 

into the \Trealury 


her Limb. This was 
The Widow J Mites) 
of the Temple, weve ſ0-accepitable to che Searcher of Heares, 
that he declard fon 7 den more thay all ageeb er Luke 
al. 2. dee e d dg uad perten nde, M ond 
lent Scribes and Phanifors might ting in Handfuls of Gold, 
found no Wantz this poor Creature beftdw'd on her 
22 ſeem ud to relieve her ſelf; pett hance 
ed Son nb ite Gabe — : Lord 
Mi ebe 44 or 14 1 
Lans they j your Honour. 8. 
acce ted. fing/e:Peuny:Tent to her, Well, with 225 great 
Faith and Devotion 3 tus all the bedrid Woman —— 
em her wick. Chen Wife having | remain'd at her 
ourney's'End: fix br ſeven Da —— 
and coming to | Kidderminſter , calbd at her Couſin 
coo hes Hauſe, where $0 ber ay Aſtoniſhment, ſhe ſaw 


the lame bedrid Woman yrecover'd; and inquir- 
ing at what Time he ſound, twas com 

that on that Day and the very Hour when the fang Pen- 

ny was delirer'd at Holy Mel, the bedrid Woman aroſe, 

walk' d round the Houſe, and abroad, to the Admiration 

of the whole Perjb..(b) This miraculous Change at fo 

* could not amn a Co/ _—_ 


. o_ 
„ as. IE "OF 1 * Fw _ — 
— — 
— 0 


* 


0 50 The "Ll of this Bed-rid \ Woman 8 Cure, may be; e- 
very Ward. of it, r on yet St. Wenefrede cog- 
cerned in i 7 U the Prayers N. are 15 TY od, 


offered £0 od b y Wenefrede? or is all the 
them, tewarded by God for her Sake? er Pi A 


fe are Encoursgements indeed, There is nothing want- 
ing but Truth. . 


10 be Life ef St. Wanefric. 
WW y examin'd by Mr —— 
who had Anthony Co 1 ife before him, 
. atteſted the Truth of what Ni here related. In Te. 
whereof Mr. Bridge recorded the fame In his own 
riting. This was the worthy —— 0 

Sheriff of Wk of Whirceſter, im'd. * the Rin 
dels — 


— Þ ſaffer'd much from heh 
1 ty cred rhe Glow Had 
A languifhing Fhtient esthe Phyſiciany and Ni- 
rs radicared from 2% cure 


uſt bim to fling 
his and to wiifmils the 2 E= 


of 'a Curg- 
ſeem' d the. Caſe o Mary Numa, Wife of Mr. Hugh 
Numan, who was Clerk to 8ir . e 
tain of one of his Majgty's Men of At five Years 
of Age, by an Ague a Vevorg ſhe was reduced 5 — 
. — and Impotence, that fur the Term of | cightren 
Years ſhe was nat able to | Rand or point | a Foot--to::the 
Her Arm Bones were-ſo much out of their u- 
tural Places; that one reach d over and interfer? d with the 
other; and the Bones of her Legs were fo diſlocated; thit 
they extended ſome Inches behind thoſe of the Thighs, 
Bein in4his miſerable — Por having confidens- 
riends at Sos ſhe made he Abe p — Addreſs 
= them, their Intereſt, ſhe ha inion of all 
the King's Ss ow who declar'd, that — ſor was 
.cncurable. Hereupon ſhe was touch'd - 4 the King but it 
cas'd God not to T vs, het to Hea She was tuo 
and one Winter at the Bath. in Comer ſetſbire, and 
- at other Places in England famous for Outet, as' — 
three Wellrin Gotland; altho' ſhe could not make :a 
cher Shift for herſelf, than with great Diſſiculty and: kin 
to crawl a little upon her Knees, \She was e into 
France, and was put thrice into the ſecond Gra 
Aivers Parts of that Kingdom. She was touc A Pars 
dy the Freuch King : In Flanders ſhe _ Sichem and o- 
* Placrs of Devotion; ſhe was eighteen Weeks at 
Aquiſgrene : In Hellaud ſhe had the Ac vice of an Italian 
; — famous for his Skill in Phyfick. To be brief, ſhe 
was conducted to the Baths in Portugal; all which: Jour- 
"nies were for the moſt Part at the x of England Ex- 
pence, but not to any Effect or Alteragion in the 
„Ie had been formerly twice at St. Mon 


Wl whhout any Amendaeny, yet had ap dn en 


ri > 
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ind — Iſe do make à third P „She was 
comforted with theſe inviting Thoughts awake and 
ſleeping 3 wherefore;' rowards the latter End- of May, in 
the Year One thouſand fix hundred and fixty fix; ſhe be- 

wan wr and arriv'd at Holy Melt 
edneſday in Mhieſen Week; being the fixth Day of June; 
in the ſame Tear. Going into the holy Foumain, ſhe im- 
mediately felt (with much Fuin) ber to move, and 
draw to their right Places; ſo that by the Help-of other, 
namely Mirs. Dezg of Wolverhampton (who with Mr. Paling 
her Kinſman, and other Pilgrims of Sraffordſeire,' were ab 
that Time in the Well) ſhe was able to ſtand upon ber 
Feet, which ſhe bad not done ee dr. i alocady (0) 
for eighteen Years; and to walk a little in the Wal On 
Trinity Sunday ſhe went the fifth Time into the Well, and 
afterwards walk d without any Help u of bthere and on 
W.dneſday following ſhe undertook a Journey towards Jre- 
land. is Miracle was atteſted, with all the. recited Par- 
ticulars; hy her ſelf) in the Preſence df John Hughts de 
Combe and Robert Price dr1delwyducha, as Witneſſes to ber 
Subſcription. -| If the Cold Bath had an occult Vertuę to 
reſtore her Limbo, it had been needleſs to return a third 
Time, being the former Viſits ſeem'd to be made in vain. 
She had heard of St. Bexno's Prediction, — a 

ng» 


third Payment of Devotion at that Place, and compl 


with the ſurprizing Cure, () 


* 


ſhe was 


o 
. 
. 


by 
x 
* . * 
py l þ * | =" : FW „ —C 
a — 1 


af * . , , 
* 

5 
8 


Near hee armani ai 

() If the Cure of Mr. Nerman be to be zerounted mira» 
culous, 'becauſe it was not effected by any of the Courſes 
taken with her in Englond, Fraxce, or Portugal, or other Coun» 
tries to which ſhe travelled, no nor by being twice at Holy-wel 
before, then certainly no Chronical Diſtemper can be cured 
without a Miracle ; and the laſt Remedy that is applied muſt 
be that Miracle 5 and if bone at a Place where any famous 
Saint is worſhi ; then. is that wondrous Cure wrought 
by that Saint. But why-was not Mrs. Newman cured by being 
twice at Holy. well before, if the Cold Barh be that which does 
the Feat ? Ask your Phyſician, ask your own Experience; if 
the ſatne Medicine has not ſucceeded at one Time, that would 
not at snother ? and if the ſame Means have not been often 
uſed, without Succeſs, which have at laſt, through God's 
Dieling, proved effeftual ? Bur ſhe had heard, , of Se. 
Beans's Prediftion, concerning a Third Payment of Devotion 
at that Place, and complying, ſhe was bleſſed with che ſuch , 


„Os the found ae 


| — to Death; for betw 


1e The Le of Sh, Wanelrids 

Ode thouſand fix Hundred 
ty fix, about five ck in cha Afternuon, * 
gon of Them Miliams, of the-Pariſh of Whuſwdin — 


on 1 A; 97 — 
n juſt / Pruportiun e 
— che Keigin t-of his ature,/which. — — 


of his-Schogl-fellows nearthe 1 
— A. Tow Diſtance: from the holy Hun. 
—— — on 
d into where 
ards from the \Witer- 
yo out of "| The 


1 de 


xt+the: Wheel and the paved 

Bottom of: the Channel under iti there ib not the Gp 

ro Inches; vet he — 222 he Da Dach 
ond the aforeſaid Wheel! 3 
Accident, —— f hi 

mournful loud Cry; which ſo alards'dakie — 

ty Scholate, that they all ran out to leur n — 

it”; The Miter 7 deere wele in the ſame 


ac, 


pain, bee 
of the other: des add op 


"the moſt. i 
Whgely and was immediate 


ther bad oh evident Dan 
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ing Cure. \"Bexnd's Prediction (if ir nuit be can 0 
7 whoever ſhould ask to be delivered _ any Evil 
eaſe, by her, ſhould certainly liver 
cond, or third time of asking, if it were for bs Good 
were not delivered at the tbird Amer kb his 
ings; he might them. expe& co die ſhortiy aſtur, N 2 5 
aſſureil of — r N Soul. which 
de much better ; than if h had received ithe 

dacy not ſee, that: t > 


oF 


or Bleſſing he for But Abb 
Perch of the cri Monks nad not at all agcecable ag! 
Simplicity of che Times in which rave is ſald £0 he — 
. 
r Pilgrims to Holy. 

the Monks ar 1 ger by — 

ay 7 why th, ; But what if 1 do dot ces hs. 
| 


then, 1 mall have e betrer thing, in another Þ 
it mall be worth my While to come thre 18 
Mel; and if I think fo in 
_ ainly think ny ſelf obliged to 


Ez 1 A 

ave ſomechi 

e cho Saline gs, wy the 2 
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ove William Bowen, who was ſtanding with an angli 
ed four Ya below the Wheel, e 1 him enden, 


ing to creep out of the Ditch, ind Complaining that h 

had loſt Ff. Shooe, The Boy was taken into Houſe, 

and that Moment a Surgeon was call'd : His Body being 
examin'd, the Youth was found not to have receiv'd any 


Mill, WW Cruſh or Contufion, except. a little Skin rufled off one 
Aale, as a Mark to declare what would have become of 
ther BF him, if he had not been miraculouſly preſerv'd, (“ 
— Jen Oo = Carmbng 
T ĩ · re mem y ne gs 
"as BW (i) How the firange Eſcape of this Boy ſhould turn to the 
ed WY Honour of Se; Worefrede, patſes my Skill to underſtand ; unleſs 
| all the Mercies God beſtows upon the People of that Town 
ce of and Neighbourhood, muſt be owing to her Intercefſions, 
ditch Prayers, and Merits. But in this Caſe, ſhe was not ſo much as 
the aked or ſdught to: And yet I am willing to make the moſt 
1 4 can of this Relation, and deſire the Pilgrims to conſider, that i 
as. St, Wenefrede does thus proteQ or intercede for ſuch as never 
aof ſeek to her, nor know, tis Tikely; my thing of her, then Pros 
"Y teſtants may fate as well in their Ignorance, and tho" they ad- 
| dreſs not to her, ag thoſe who believe-her whole Legend, and 
"bit pray to her every Day 7 which would be a diſcouraging thing. 
A. indeed. - And, to be ſerious, that I take to be the Truth o 
N the Caſe. The Proteſtants do. nor pray to Sairits, becauſe they 


have no Command from God todo fo ; which is ſufficient for 
their Juſtification, were praying to Saints never ſo innocent: 
God has left them, by bis Silence in the Caſe, at their Liber» 
* tis therefore an indifferent thing, and they have choſen 
Part they like,; But farther, the Proteſtants. dare not pray 

to Saints, for fear of provoking God to Jealouſy : It Jooks fo 
— en We they are af on er, (which — 88 
idden) that ©£ are 0 ing it. ing they 
kes a kee L 

to 


* 
* 


* 


are miſtaken, is God offended with Miſtakes of 
this ? Ai. that God is not jealous, is there no Grou . þ 
think he is? Can it diſplesſe the mercifuland gracious Creator, - 
to ſee his Creatures careful of offending him, b ebſtaining 

from ſuch things, as neither Reaſon nor Revelation comm 

them to do, nor yet invite them to? But will they not be 
hereby juſtly deprived of all the Fruits and Advantages that 
may attend lad low the Prayers and Interceſſions of ſo many 
good and great Saints as are in Heaven? To this I anſwer, in = 
a few Words, That if the Saints and bleſſed. Spirits above, do 1 
prey, and make Interceſſion for the People that are on Barth 4 
they do it either from their own Benignity and gqod Nature 3 
215 becauſe they are ordered and appointed of God to dp 


of their on good Nature, then they will do it whes 


| 


Hire 
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Cornelius, the Bon of Joh Nichil.s, 'of be Pas of 
Tremaine, in the County of a2, about two Miles £ 
tant from Cardigan Town, Wing s'y oung M an of ſeven. 
teen Years of Age, both Fatherleſs and ele e en- 
tred into Service with his Aunt. On the one and twentieth 
of December, One thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy thee, 

alittle before Night, he was ſtruck with ſo 11 a 1 We 

neſs by a ſudden Blaſt, finding rackin ne from his 
Knees downwards, that he * not able to go or and, 
Several medies were uſed, as Ointments, Plaiſters, Cut- 
ting and Lancing about the Toes and Ancles, to the very 
Bones. They continued this Method till towards Zafer, 
but findin en infignificant, and that they were rather 
judicial to him, Sas reſolv'd to convey - vids to St. 
Fear Well. His Relations were indigent, and = 
po other Means, he was recommended to the Ch 
good People, from Door to Door, on a Hand. barer 


; * 
— — — — ——— — 


ther I ask or no, eſpecially if they underfland that 1 ber 
wking, ou am afraid of offending God — or be · 
belieye they are at too great Diſtance to hear me, of 
ellen the y havg no Power to help me; which #re-all of 
them very innocent A if they be * Miſtakees und ſuck 
s they were liable to themſelves whilſt alive, and therefore 
uch - cannot peryert the Goddneſs of their Nature, and hin- 
er them from interceding for me, if they did fo before, But 
they intercede, 1 ir is the Appo intent and Will of 
God < t * ſhould do ſo, then they v will never ceaſe theit 
Intppce on till God appo nt them to ceaſe ; and who can f 
iſtruſt his inflates Goodneſs, as to think he ſhould com- 
and his bleſſed Servants not to intercede for 1 7 15 oe Py 
t to them, only becauſe they find no Reaſon 
any Precept ſo to do, and think they ſhould nd Nav. 
fon $0 that, upon the whole Matter, if the Salate 4 
ntercede with God, the Proteſtints muſt have the Advantage 
of their Interceſſion, whatever it is, altho' they do not pray 0 
— ; but if the Saints do not intercede, then are the Fro 
ants upon the ſafer Side, becauſe they do not 1 * 
And this I fay of 3% ht at are N an * 15 
now * Hoaved, as Iam now on Earth, and 6 from 
—ꝓ—ͤ— onour theſe r Memory: and ble God for their ie rn Vc 
ro 725 5 


Sanktity, Rr 1 But as for 
Denno, and & 1 1 Aceh ke, I look upon th 
— being Saints, that I doubt much if ever there w 
Creatures living on the Earth, as they are deferibed py ** 


n. Li f Sr. Weneftide. 10% 
1 rhe N diginguiſh themſelyes — Nations, 
IN a Che — why res pri e The? 
vey, Bf bben wither the — on what 
1 1 Account, thepef exfor they lene helping Hands, that he mig be 
Jer ah 21 124.4 ninety Miles. He was brought 10 
wed WM % el + clrvencts of June, and early next 
eat ing was put into the | Fexvrain, being Friday in Whirſon- 
SY . o ſyongr was he in the Water, than he found 
ind MW himſelf perfeftly recover d; he walk'd in the , out 
Ca, bf it, and ever after continued in good Health, to the 
Or, Admiration of all thoſe, who had been 8pectators of his 
after former miſerable Condition. Glory be to God, -who bs 
ather wonderful in hu Saints. AS 
> i. 7 a ſort of tion fot Miracles, when 
thoſe who abſtinately oppoſe them, are conſtrain'd to own 
9 4 them, Amongſt the re perchance there are none more 
CI poſitive in their ag — inions, than thoſe Men 
The MW ld Quakers. 1 lately the Divine Efficacy 
of Ba — Water, but the — ountain of St. Wene- 
— 4. — d with Reger bages, renounce his Here- 
eo cbeur NP 7 to become 2 devout Chriſtian Ca- 
9 5 Education a , by Profeſſion 
ne; of Ml Taylor, dwelli ling in Sidmore, within the Pariſh 14 


in Wer - 
viſited with a eo gr per which diſabled Him wy 


E 


erefore BY ſuch a Degree, that he could not feed himſelf, He was 
nd hin» WY confin'd to his Bed ſeventeen Weeks, after which he found 
. an Abatement of the ſevere Pains, which befofe tay thro* 


his whole Body, He was ſo weak, when able to riſe, that 
he could not pat bi his Hand to any Work, but halti ＋ 
Crutches, he his Bread 2 Door to Door. 

ing continued 427 7 Dart in this ſad Miſery, he wie told 
by a Flinefbire Man, dwelling in his Neighbourhood, that 
it a Place in his Country, call'd ins fri- Well, great 


Numbers of lame 1 _ diſeae'd, were J 


ae I I 1 
by — xt — * 15 
pot _ 
upon, or w 


> VS 


Sai U - e 


N an he 


aters of the 
4 J. delle 
—＋ ids or n cer bj 


— 


— ——— — A came 
into the Quas Mind, ſug geſted 'a better opt 
— him, that the Lord would Belp bim 
that Fountain. In this he was ſo edafdent that not 
leaſt Doubt occurr'd to the contrary :\'Wherefores in 
.Year One thouſarid fix hundred and finty ſeven, he 
his Journey on Orutchet, attended by à von, Gil, 
Daughter; and after many Days Travel: he tam Wr 
Mell about Noon, on the twenty eighth Dy of Hage, 
the aforeſaid Lear. He could not be induced to waſh I 
the Fell, that bad a Imattering of P and Superſlith. 
. but fitting at the Side of it, he drank one Cup of the 
ater, td bo became as it were in a Trance R 
ing to himſelf, be'defir'd inother Diſh of the ſame Wa- 
ter, and having drunk it off, he threw away both ln 
Crutches,. and found himſelf ſtrangely, ſuddenly; and ,. 
feBly cared, He walk'd found the Well, 'dro ping many 
edre of Joy, to join the Stream of that miraculous Spring, 
The Power and Goodneſs of St. Wenefride's' [19 ſor'n Not 
at the End of the Book) heavenly Spouſes placed the Miracle 
out of 'the Reach of Cavil ah iſpute, by healing an old 
Cripple in a Minute, with two Draughts of Water, Anc- 
Het igher Cure was wrought in the Soul of this [ore 
for giving Attention to the Inſpirations of the Holy Ghyft 
* and an impartial Ear to the Motiver of Belief, he embraced 
the Rowan Catholich Faith, He and his Son (eleven Year 
of Age) received the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, at which 
| * eateſt Quality of that County were pleaſed to Rand 
Fata. W ROW Of 1 1 LAN Auth 
Were It not to offer a needleſs Repetition of what" |» 
ſaid already, I would ſet down at lirge the Atteſtation of 
Kober Hill, a moſt xi ler, which lies now before me, 
concerning the Truth of the aforeſaid Miracle, Have Fi. 
tlence'at leaſt with ſome Part of It) as he words It, I Ro- 
bert Hill, of the Connery ef Worceſter, having larely ben 0. 
.verſeer of the Poor of the Pariſo of Bromeſgrave, within the 
ſal County, and now a near Inhabitant of the ſuld Town, 4 
- That I am, and haus been well acquainted with Rope! 
Wiſton, ah Whetſtone, ef about int Traps of Agr THY 
"tar, Duollor in th. ſame Town z and that, 1 im, for theſe 
;three.laft Years lame and infirm, that he cod wan work! 
Trace, nav go without Crutcher, and ſo forble; that he wat wi 
table 10. feed himſelf +++» (Hill makes a Reeital of * 15 


* 
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Da dee and of hie ſudden. be 94 
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1667. * 11 the ſame * ſaid 
bert ** clares, h his own Jane; Girl, of fourt 
Years of Age, was an by, only waking, uſe of Holy 


Well Water,. 
could bring a' Cloud 6 lt to uſe $t, Pars th. 
preſſion, Heb, xii. .) aſſerting Und undeniable Miracles, 
wrought by St. Wenefride's Intercefſion, not in an obſcure 
Corner, but in rh# Face of the Sun. 1 ſolemnly declare, that 
lleave behind twice as many — happening in the 
laſt Century, of which many were E - Witneſſes, at the 
holy Fountain. Holy-Well Cocme to reſemble, in ſome ſort, 
the Probatice Pond, where, in ſſye Porches, there lay 4 
J Mu / titud- 0 i ſick Per ſont, of blind, lame and withr'd, 
%, Joh u, v. 3. In the travelling Seaſon the Town appears 
pop pulous, crowded with — Pilgrims, from all Parts of 
ain, The Will it ſelf receives a Bucceſſion of Viſitants 
from Sun-riſe till late at Night. The many Hand-barrows 
and Crutches, which have been at the Pillars, de- 
monſtrate the ie Mereles of God, and the powerful Intercef]. 
on of the Yirgin. Martyr, They are ſoon remov'd by thoſe 
who envy the Glory of our Saler. I forbear to recount 
at large the L of blindiſh Ey yeh of barren Wo- 
nen fruitful, of inveterate violent Convulſions 
uddenly — ng, of deaf Perſons favour'd with Hearing, 
of Gubborn Devilt caſt out of po poſh i'd People (certain 
— immortal Gplrite, who ſuffer the eternal Torment 
= Il, could not be ore'd away by the material Elements 
of a Cold Bath,) Theſe, and {Bec others of the laſt Age 
I omit, not to increaſe the Price and Bulk of a Pocket- 
Book, as alſo that it may de copy to wait on thoſe to 
whom it is dedicated, 8t, Auguſtin, in his xii Book of the 
City of God, writing of a bli n who received Sight, 
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LI 7. A NIE 8 
st. WENEFRIDE 


= have re Morey 3 upon us, 
Fier 


upon us. 
God the gon Redeemer of Mankind, ha — 
Leer 


— Trinity, One God, have Kory upor upon us. 


Holy Mother of God, 
Roly Vion or n of Virgins, 
ble 


4 
Tr 
5 


0 faireſt Flower of che beg Nation... 
0 E and elected Veilel, 


O Mi 

45 all 
Mirror of Pi 93 

O brigh e Fre 

o ken int — of 

O Hope and Safery of K 


That we may be deliver 123 | ** 
mw je ny may he 3 from all diſorder d Paſ. 
ns of the M 


That we Nen bl e 1 "1 


That we may be Aires "®; all Occafions of gin, 
That 3 may be delivered froty Plague, Famine, 


and 
That we may be delivered fi oF" = 
Her re may N PTY | 
15 we und a} Sinner ma 10 on, 


and full Remiſſion of our 1 5 N 
That all 8chiſmaticks, Heteticks, and Infidels ma ay | 


be 


That we may deſpiſe all Wpeldly Vanities and De. | 
lights, u e 1 WH 
That we may ever fear Gog 60. aal galt, bis. . 


Will, 1914 4, | [ 
_ — ery have Ren ping nod 201 


That we ma Seat, ne tt mi 


Love of Chrift, 
. 2 mn Cn 


Lhe « — Souls in 
— 
; You — * be td id — 
* ©, 
That — ma enjoy true Peace, 221 endleſs 1 8 2 5 
That God of his abundant Mercy will vo ei, | 
bleſs this our hangs, ho ' 
That by thy pious Intercefſion, it may be to in je: 
ſect Health of our Souls and Bodies, Wer 
Requeſts, 


a our 


That thou wilt youchſafe: $0: grant,0ur R * 
O dleſſed Menefride, 2 i 
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( 
a Luut pray. Val 1 

"and Everlaſting: God; who haſt adorned 
St, Wrmofride with. the Reward of Virginity z Grant, 
ve beleech thee by her pious Inte reeſſion, to ſet afide the 
ee Glory hems 5 Chi? hy Bone whe) 
e verla ory yt eſus Coriſs thy Son, WhO 
vith cee ech gdf igneth- in the Unity of the Holy 


Lmighty 


rei 
Ghoſt for ever, Anm. 
Lmig beſeech 


ee 
A and r umbly 

thee, that bleſſed Se, Wruefride may obtain for us ſuch 
ſpiritual * — as are expedient for thy 
holy Service, and: our eternal Salvation; through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who with thee and the Holy 
_ * reigneth ever one God, World without 

Aen. ene, en. 
428 mud - The Hymn of K. Wenefride. . Of | i 5 


8 * Roſe in pleaſant Sp! 
þ To God's —— 9528 mol dear, 
Marryr rare our King, 
St. Wenefride did flouriſh here. 15 177.444 
Deſcended well of BRITISH RACE, 


In Faith was firm, in Hope'ſecure, 


With holy Works, and Soul in Grace, 755 
From worldly Eilth preſerved u | | 
And him Hell ſwallowed preſently, - 

Where Tears in; vain do run down Rill, 4 . 

Mongſt * inceſſant lx. 
A Token ſure of this 2 Thing, 
Beſpotted all with —_— ed, 7 
A Well by God's Comma — Ging.- 1 

Where Tyrant's Sword cut o her Head, - 


Here Wonders great God's Hand doth work, 


The Blind doth ſeg, the Dumb doth ſpeak, 


Diſeaſes which in Bodies lurk | | 1 


Are cured where Faith is not weak. 
o Virgin Wenefride, 
To us the raging Sea appeaſe, 
And free us ſo from Satan's Dread, 
That he on us may "_ fieze, 


., C314)... 

A Proyer ts St. — 
Wenefride, O and loriou M 

OTE fo pe all Sab d gre di nelly : ed, 17 
derfully — from Death to Life ſingular 
all thac fly unto thee with full Confidence and 
though unworthy, yet we thy devoted'Pilgriane' make 2 
Addreſſes unto chee. O of Piety, look 
with rey Eyes, receive our Petitions, 4 * chews 
— ms oux Supplications to the 
Mercy, away through thoſe thy powerful — 6d 
will be pleaſed to bleſs this our wh RIM 2 


n our Requeſt and Deſires, h 
who with God the Father, and t y 6G — 


reignath, ever one God, World without End. 


Awother Preper to bt. Wenefride. 1 


0 bieten IA O glorious Yiegio 4 rgin -and Martyr 
who mirably beautified with the Fare 25 


Blood the rare Purity thy innocent 145. 
has ſo ſpecially choſen, ſo highly you _ and ſo won- 


- Y * 1 


derfully —— to Life again, ce with the He- 
— of a mY g Martyr, cauſin ag 21 1 

to ſpring, bearing a 

the RB of "af ped ry diftrefled 3 — 


ſhall devoutly beg powerful Inteceſſion. O bleſſed 
St. Wenefride, hear the Prayers and recipe. the humble 
Supplications of thy poor devoted Pilz and obtain 
that by thy pious Intetceſſon, God of hi 16finite 

will be pleaſed to grant us a full Pardon and 7 


our Sins, and a Bleſſing ta A our Pil 
we may inereaſe and in fo ge get 


2 Him eternall This we beg 2 0 
ſſed Virgin ets for Jofas Chrit our Lord and 
een <p00 "FR, o 949 ber UN 5 
10d oe 

The Y 5 
4 = \ 


% —— 
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| Bat did ſhe intercede with her 

for him? Nes. Aud did he bearken'to her Prayers 
heal him? Fes Hot does that appear ? The Pri 
and he was healed. Whatever the Prieſts ſay 

and whoever is healed at Al. ell, is interceded 
frede, and bealed at ber Interteſſion. Are not theſe 
ons certain, and incotteſtable ? t not a Man fill up « 


ſand rages with Miracles, if ive o are 


w 


only oy, (ral prey hs be to rake Naser te) t g. 
only ſay, to it 2 
ſin there wes 1 once in Being; that ſhe was 1 


un, that her Heid was ſtruck oF ind fer on agiin, an 
that ſhe after wards lived a hay Lit and died in the Reputa- 
tion of Sanctity - Fall theſe nga of ＋ to 
be true and certuim (s I affirm not one ſingh Point of thetn 
is, or can be proved, by an Rules of Hiſtory) yet is it not 
in the Power of any Man living to prove, to any reaſonab 
Man's Conviction, char ſhe does, or ever did, intercede wi 
God, for the Cure of any lame or diſeaſed Perſon at Holy-well, 
or that God dd ever heal or reſtore any lame or diſeaſed Pers 
ſon, for the Sake or rhrough the Iaterceſſion of St. Wenefrede. 
Let any Man try to eleir theſe two Points, if he can; t. That 
Wenefrede did, at any Time, intercede with God for ſuch a 
Man, or ſuch 4 W 
tereeſſion 


oman; 2, That God did, at Wenefrede's In- 

„ reftors ſuch Man, or ſuch Woman, co Health 
or Soundnefs, © Is it enough to ſay that ſuch a Man or Woman 
came to He fick and diſeaſed, and made their Prayers to 
Wefreds to intercede with God to reſtore them, and went a= 
way reſtored ? Is this — 5 to prove that Wameſrede did re- 
ally and indeed intercede wit for them, meerly becauſe 
they asked her ſo to do ? Whar Certainty can any one have, 
that as ſoon'as he has prayed to all the Angels and Archangels, 
the Apoſtles, Saints, Martyrs, Confeſſors, and holy Spirits 
of Men and Women that are in —_ they will inter- 
cede with God for Mm; what Certainty, „ein he have 
that they immediately down before the Throne, ind do 
it? And ſo 1 ſay of any one particular Saint of the whole 
Number; 'what Certainty can any one have, that he or ſhe ei- 
ther hears his Prayer, or if they hear, that they immediately 
attend, and grant it? May they not poſſibly demurr? have 
they not Liberty to conſider the Petition, and ſee if it be reaſo- 
nable, or juſt, or fit to offer ? I would not be thonght to fpealk 
too ſlightly of things that other 7 bay ſer great Value on, and 
treat in Earneft; but I cannot forbear lying, that * ſe⸗ 
rionfly conſidered all the 55 of the Ancients, and the 
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Improvements of the modern Advocates for prylaꝶ do hend. 
1 do not find they have proved, that the . People 
Earth, arrive to the Saints in Heaven, with te he 


: of the Certainty,that Letters go from one Country to and. 
ther, (not by the Peſt, but) by, the Pacquct-Brar'at: Ser; ſubjet 
to all the Winds that blow, ind uli th Accidency of chr 
certain Element. There is, indeed, no thinking how x Szidr 
in Heaven can hear the mental and the vocal Prayers of all that 
call upon him, from all the different Quarters of the World, 
at one and the ſame: Time, without fen ſuch a Know. 
ledge of the Secrets of all Hearts, and of all that is ſaid 
on the Earth, as differs little, if any thing, from the Oman. 
ſeience of God himſelf, which is an Attribute that, if any 
be, is incommunicable to a Crestute, and without which he 
could not be qualified to he the Judge of all the Earth. And 
et. without this Knawledge: both of all Heatti and al 
Tongues,” how vain would-it- be to Pray to Saints from all 
Places? I have never yet ſeen it well proved that the Saints 
do intercede with God for Mankind in general, or for the 
Church Militant in particular : But Iwill give it for granted 
that they do, if it pleaſes God ; but it does not follow from 
thence that they cither hear what _ ask, or intercede) for 
thoſe eſpecial. things which are asked ; any more than it fol- 
Jows, that I know what my Relations in the Indie askof God, 
or want, becauſe I remember, them in my daily —— and 
beg of God to give them what he ſees is moſt e ient for 
them. Suppoſing therefore that Wenefrede were indeed # Saint 
in Heaven, and that ſhe did intercede' with God, as the reſt 
of the Saints are ſuppoſed to do, for the Church in general; 
yet it would not thence follow, that ſhe interceded for me, in 
articular, or that ſhe knew-who I was, or what I wanted, or 
ew that I came to ask ſomething of her. ' None of all theſe 
things follow, from ſuppoſing her to be a Saint, and a gene- 
ral Interceſſor for all Chriſtians, - I muſt therefore have a par- 
ticular Revelation from God, to tell me that Wenefrede did, at 
ſuch a Time, intercede for me, or elſe how ſhould I know it? 
Well, but the Event tells me ſhe did; I came to Holy-wel ſick 
and lame, and there I fell upon my Knees, croſſed my ſelf de- 
voutly, hft up my Heart, my Eyes, and Hands to Heaven, 
drank of the Waters, bath'd my ſelf therein, and ler to St. 
MWenefrede to pray to God to reſtore me to my Health and Limbs; 
and after a due Continuance at the Place, and Repetition of m 
Prayers, and Uſe of the Waters, found: my ſelf ſound and well. 
And is not this ſufficient Proof and Certainty, that Wenefrede 
did hear my Prayers, did intercede with God at that time 
for me, and that God, at her Interceſſion, did reſtore-me? 
Does not the happy Iſſue and Event verify and prove all this? 
No, not one Point; for Reger Wherſtone, a Quaker and a Crip- 
ple, came to Holy wel, and drank of the. Waters, and bathed 
imſelf in them, and recovered his Limbs as well as you 3 
| and was ſo far from praying to Wenefrede, that it does not = 


5er 
Eke N 


G 
Ties 


2 


Arguings, but pray them to conſider 


ſure that God heard their Prayers? 


— _ 


Ca) 


bes 

pete liepriged fo" hct e be reſtore. Hbw id it ehte 
| | ad bie for you to prove that you wers reſtored at - 
when thet poor Man and a hundred more 


——— Re Nr ond ſach 
ve reſtored without ber Interceſſion, not 2 
—.— -of her"Scineſhip, but ſuch as were downrighe = 
De and ſpeh WOT —— in —— * — re 
-your praying to t,, does not ſuppoſe that rs | 
— your Jekiring her to intercede for you, ſuppoſe that ſhe dont 
indeed intertede for you fo neither does your obtaining whac 
ask, n that you obtain it for that Intereeſſion 's ſake. 
Theſs are all of them fallacious Conſequences that crafty 
Prieſts delude poor Pilgrims with: And every beneficial Cure 
that a'Proteſtant receives at Holy well, i Demonſtration that 
Wenefred?'s Interceſſion is both a needleſs and a uſeleſs Thing, 
although it ſhould be innocent to ask it, which I am far from 
thinking it to be; but I would not enter into any new Contro- 
verſy. Thats gone thus far, in hopes that what I have 
offered might make it needleſs to conſider the Linanier 
Prayers which I ſee are printed anew at the End of this lictle 
Book: For if what 1 have ſaid in rhe foregoing Pages © 
the diſcrediting-this Legend of St. Wenefrede ſhall not have its 
Weight, the * will go on in their old Way for any 
thing 1 ſhall ſay fatther-* Bur if it have, then is my farther 
Labour ſi ed alſd, and will go to God and ſeek their 
Remedies at His Hands, _ the Interceſſion, and for the 
Sake and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt alone, our common Lord and 
Saviour, who ever liveth to make Interceſſion for us, and is 
both able and deſirous to ſave to the utmoſt all that come to 
God by Him. | Ha ˙— P 0874 1 4508 
I will therefore- trouble the Devout * with no more 
e few Things fol- 
have in ſeveral Places mentioned before. 


lowing, — 
Whether they would ever pray, unleſs they were ſure there 


were a God? 7 
Whether they would ever pray to God, unleſs they were 


Whether would ro God, unleſs they were ſure that 
he could — th what che asked; and would, if he ſaw it fit- 
ting and expedient fof them ? 

4 DE od has not commanded all Men to come to Him 
rayer = 
Whether he has not commanded all Men to come to Him 
by om Chrift, their Mediator and Interceſfor ? | 
herher Jeſus Chriſt alone be not an able, willing, and ſuf- 
ficient Mediator and Interceſſor? or whether there be Need 


of any other? | | | 
Whether it be as certain that there was ſuch a Woman as 


 Wrnefrede, as that there is any Man or Woman now living in 


North-Wales I not, how can they pray to her? - SU 
Whether. it be'as certain that ny Hesd was cur off, 
and ſet on again, as that any other Saint heretofore en 


3 


< 4 * my 


* f know 
5 1 . that they te Ks r. 


an that $ t. — — Fan 0.009 ih A bag _ tov 


en Poe 
« Hint in Hawn that ſhe hears their Prayers, and inter- 

—.— unleſs God hath told them ſo either 
1 ＋ po N r 12124 


Ways told them, that an. 
* and hy their Prayers, and inter« 


? If nor; how come they to pray tu het 
Is there any Comm coy penis» li > Commune. in the 
zeec — . pray to alats; Is there any Ba- 
couragement ſo. to And Who would venture on fuck a 
Trofind wir ut a. poſitive Command, - when they — 2 
„ which is —— and to which there 

jection, and 2 


will tequire at chair | 
== a more nd Aa Account of the Certai 
of the 12 _— — on, Second Death; and 
rackes aitfrede,; than Frier Robert ($500 Years after her 
Pads Fr Lake). hath;-given them in a poot, Kiſcrable;.' 
ous — and af ey wil no — 4 addreſs — K 
to one rayer (ef 9 very men the — — and ca 
10 liecls aſſured) in Terts as great, 4 ind 
at they would uſt to Jeſus Chr himſelf, org are the 
ing ones in the Prayer to St. Wenefrede : O fingulor Hepe 242 — 
y unto thee with Confidence and Humility ; though unwarthy 
Shy devoted Pilgrims, make onr Adareſſu unte 
Piety, look — us with patient Eyes, receiud vu —— aceryt OT 
' Offering, and preſent our $ xr meyer 99h. / that 
through theſe thy powerful Interceſſions, God will be 
eur Pilgrimage, and grant us our R and 
Chriſt bis Sen, &c. Think with your ſelves. 
take a Saint upon Truſt from the Tradition of a Jar 
rant, obſcure, and ſuperſticious Corner as to Land, d 
re — 
c antage tien to his 
ive 1. Mack Names and Titles, ſuch A and 
ttributes, in Prayers addreſs'd to her herſelf, as you — 
— 5 —— * himſelf. the — Son of 
4 mts, if you ſhould go on to an 
— _ N Honour "for 1 DE 
* ves, 1 yOu, Tor Your: Good, 
be _ and Eniog, INIS, 9 8 
. 1. 
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La * 
9 1 
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be, 


LELD 
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8. Ban, Life 101 Mine i 
Tala from the 5 
B R 171 S 77 MS. 


þ ace need at Bowbenic in Powi ; hore th 


River os called f S&abrins,but now ren. His 
was Bugs, and his Wife ws Ben, Daughte: 
It was an innocent and harmleſs Couple, and 
— of God in all things as blameleſs as they could 
And they had no Son. And they were well ſtricken in Feit 
having paſt the beſt of their Time. And 2 had ag” tone. 
ther for ewelye Years without 1 one anothe 
tal Confent- And on a Work-day as hey taſked og d 
and his 


behold an 1 came to them, ent was as whi 
2s Snow, faid 1 Be of good Chear, for G God 
by Wi an id to the Ho 
and ſhe ſhall concei 


hath heard your Pray 
This Night thou « for know th thy W 
and fo oF ance 4 and he ſhall be in Favour both wich 
and Man. And us the Angel adviſed ſo they did, and Beres 
conceived that very Night, an 9 forth a Son, and | 


him Beine And nd they hroe aghr g Child at home 
he could walk, and then . him 8 a Saint in Gm 
lend, called Tongs And. his Parents had n res” 


ons to difpofe of him" thus. And with that Sai 
h a God, be had le a f he Holy Bible Bible. 
The fe e Service and Orders of t Chun 


Ana Twr, King of Gwentlond, rage * 
meek, chaſte; ind a generous Man, 


© revive Bin Beins dae bly 5 


9 


a. ordained 444 
tice of him j be 


12 gre 1 5 W 125 


— * a e Fropl _= in choſt 55 * 


ind i nes Fither was fick Arn 
gh) nd he fe 8 8 to his 


eee de, to come to him. 
2 ſpake to his Friends and ky Bleiog , Stay you here in - 


— — n * rr — 
' = 
* 4 


U Severn, ** Monnnuthſbive, 3 


Place 


. [ 
- 8 _ 8 : 1 
- , 1 e - 8 al 
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— — ...... eee 4 l : 
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| | 
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ways is. And if an Eg 


4 
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WMowing the Fire under the Pot, and yet the Water 


N 


* * 8 
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The Lifuef St. 18 


"INE 9 
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Place while I go to ſee my Father now dying. ſo they 
| 2 And St. Beins recommended them to 1 —— and the 
ntlemen of that Coun And he went to the Place where 


his" Pacher was” 
diser made a good End, and died. Then Base ta yed 
in his ather's Eſtate, built a Ch there, and diene i 
ro bor it, And he planted an Accra Sch Side'of 
his Father's Grave, which grew to be a great Oak in 1 
and Compaſs, and a Branch of that Oak reached to the very 
Ground, and from the Ground again to the Top 2 
And there was a Piece — — 2521 in the Ground, and 


Arn — p 07 th 
Branch and the Root 7 0 gy 42 he 

if a Welſbmen, no Harm ſhall befa) him. And va * 
byed a long time in his Father's Townſhip, he left the Place, 
and be went forwards to Mewn, the Fon of Werbe, He 
ceived him very kind! N and hoſpitebly ; and then Mawn'ga 
an Offering to God and Beine for his on and his Father's Soil 
And on a Work- day, as Beino was travelling by the River. 
verx, he could bear the Voice of an . 0 en hollooing Py 
Hounds, hunting a Hare on the ot of the River, 
out as loud as TE could 2 Kergis, which in Ys #44 | 
age was encouraging the Dogs. And when Beine heard d 
dice of an Engliſhman, he immediately turned back to. 
ifciples, and bid his Sons ut on their Cloaths 
Tet ano 


and leave that Place, for I hear the Voice, of a; 
ther Nation Cother Side of che River hollooing: al 
— — who ſhall conquer this Place, and kee pi}. in their p 
pr 17 2 ſpoke 2 225 "Yr "a, cu leg, 0a 
Ri wacky y Son, fays he, 0 me, I ave 
Ray her 6, and oy ee ng N wi 17 * 1 "oe 
with hes a Croſs I have made hat Diſciple 
received his Maſter's , Blefling, ond ay 457 0 Hor And 
e to the Diſciples at 2 y 1 f there he ſtay d. wit 
St. 07 forty Da - and 8 * From thence he 


ions: 
nd the gave him Gwyddelwern, a Flac Z 
— 708 de Iriſhman whom Bein 4 x 580 
ſe Wife had been the N UNS 
there 1755 built a Church. ut this T yi 2 | 
came, from hunting, and begged' ſome Meat of hit | 
re ed his Lende 2 fetch a Rune from t e Mou 
tain, and to, paſt big to 1728 the Huntſmen that beg 
it of him. d they d id ſo. And the Fle 
e Pot to be botled the third Hour of the yz and4 
the Pot till the Afrernoon, and the Men a 


there, N 


ee nor had the Eleſ changed its Colour. * 


1 


und is Father, after Communton und 


Cyua begged of bim 4 
lace 2 A bis eh oul N REN biz Compank | 


Td Rn aid, This. Scholir. with his art 
4 10 hs that-we-might have nothing to eat. And when 
Word fa from his Month, Let him _ We - 
1 20 he 22 re the End 5 2 1 | 
ed wich ch hu 6 » Ly nap 4 Se 2 
hat your Father iven free to will you de- 
101 5 Rene and Service. fo * | 
ind gave me this Grant, cauſe chat 


hereafter... ne. prayed ,-. ſo he obtained, Th 
Zeino left chat Place, and ys on the Side of the. River 204 5 
to get a Place wy ＋ in. 2 200% found none till he 
came to Temie, nd” this Tmit gave Brine 
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